The Northern Plains Undergraduate Research Center Request for Proposals (RFP):  Summer 2010 Undergraduate Research Program

1. Purpose of RFP solicitation
A major pillar of the Northern Plains Undergraduate Research Center (NPURC) is providing intensive, summer-long research experiences for undergraduate students.  This experience follows introductory research offered either in teaching laboratories and/or in brief introduction-to-research workshops.  These intensive research experiences will involve one-on-one attention by individual mentors and will help reinforce nascent interests in chemistry within new students.  

The NPURC Summer Undergraduate Research Program provides support for an eight to ten week intensive summer research experience for qualifying undergraduates.
Priority for participation in the summer program is given to undergraduates who have just completed their freshman or sophomore year.  NPURC also provides opportunities for advanced students, including internships at National Labs, in industry, plus study abroad opportunities.  
The intent is that NPURC will support the initial feasibility study and/or collection of data for inclusion in a future proposal that will be funded by the external agency.
2. Eligibility
For summer 2010, individual investigators eligible to submit an NPURC proposal include chemistry and related physics faculty from the following partner institutions:  Augustana College, Briar Cliff University, Buena Vista University,  Dordt College, Fort Berthold College,  Mount Marty College, Northwestern College, Sinte Gleska University, and   University of South Dakota  

NPURC student involvement should be directed at (but is not limited to) freshman and sophomore level students.   Identification of specific students interested in a summer research experience is not necessary at the time of the proposal submission, but, if specific students have not been identified, then a statement of recruiting strategy is required.  Proposals must include a definite emphasis on undergraduate research and involve undergraduate student research effort.  Collaboration between NPURC partners is encouraged and interdisciplinary proposals that interface chemistry with other disciplines are also encouraged. Proposals submitted to external granting agencies need not be restricted to the inclusion of only freshman or sophomore students.  Participation in the summer seminar series and the summer symposia is required.  

3. NPURC Proposal Preparation
A complete NPURC proposal includes the following items, arranged in this order:
A.  NPURC Cover Sheet/Signature Page:  The completed cover sheet must be signed by both the PI and an Institutional Official.  A blank cover sheet is attached to the current document.   

B.  External Agency Proposal:   Proposals submitted to NPURC will follow the format of existing external granting agencies.   The PI must provide a web address or other reference to the RFP of the targeted agency/program. Alternately, the PI may attach an electronic version of the RFP of the targeted agency to the application packet as an appendix. The PI will submit a proposal to NPURC that addresses the criteria and format of that given program (e.g., ACS-PRF, Dreyfus Foundation, NSF, NIH, Research Corporation.).  While external proposals may be in preliminary stages of development, the more complete the proposal, the better.  However, the budget need not be detailed (fringe benefits, overhead, etc.) for NPURC consideration.

C. NPURC Impact Statement (1 page maximum) Address how NPURC support will be used to recruit/support freshman or sophomore undergraduate students for intensive research activity for summer 2010. The NPURC Impact Statement should specifically include:
a) Plans for recruiting freshmen and sophomores for the project.   If students are upper classmen, please justify. 
b) How the activity will stimulate and develop the scientific curiosity of student participants by exposing the student to the various intellectual, creative and social aspects of science. Does the project permit student input into the direction and potential success of the project?  Will the student be engaged in a variety of activities, such as experience with different laboratory procedures, literature research or public presentation to the scientific and non-scientific community?

D.  Prior Support and Participation: Include information about prior NPURC support and PI / student participation in NPURC activities. Include any previous reports resulting from prior NPURC support.

E.  NPURC Budget Sheet (1 page, last page of this RFP)
There are two budgets associated with proposal submission to NPURC.  The proposal submitted to the external granting agency will require a detailed budget for the period outlined in the proposal in the specific format defined by the agency.  A second, standardized NPURC budget page will also be required.  The NPURC budget page is the last page of this RFP.  PI’s should indicate the number of NPURC sponsored students they are requesting for the following summer. A summer research experience involving two student researchers is preferred.

A successful NPURC proposal will provide $5,000 in summer support for the Principal Investigator, up to two student stipends ($3,500 each), and a combination of $2,400 in research and travel support for two students to conduct their research and present their results at regional or national conferences.  Participation in the summer seminar series and the summer symposia is also required.  There are no benefits or indirect costs associated with the above, and a separate subaward will be issued to partner institutions upon a successful award.



4. Evaluation criteria
The primary review criterion will be the extent to which the proposal is likely to result in externally supported research that engages undergraduate students in a meaningful way.  Thus, the NPURC reviewers will consider both the intellectual merit of the proposal and technical aspects of the presentation and will comment on each of the following.
1. Intellectual merit of the project and the quality of the PI's argument regarding intellectual merit;
2. Conformance of the proposal to the mission, eligibility requirements and required format of the targeted funding agency;
3. Quality of undergraduate involvement.
4. The extent to which a PI with prior NPURC support has contributed to NPURC activities, including student/faculty participation in summer kick-off events, end-of-summer symposia, and the Friday Lunch Seminar Series.

Please refer to the “NPURC Summer Undergraduate Research Program 2010 REVIEW FORM” on the following page.

5. Review Process
Each proposal will be reviewed by a minimum of three reviewers. Final selection is made by the NPURC co-directors, based on reviewer ratings. 

6. Due Date
Please send one electronic copy of the completed proposal to paul.weber@briarcliff.edu  by 5:00 pm February 15, 2010 CST.  
   
7. Funding Agencies
Information about programs and proposal guidelines for the most common external granting agencies that fund chemical research can be found at the following websites. 
· American Chemical Society-Petroleum Research Fund
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content
· Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation
http://www.dreyfus.org/
· National Institutes of Health (NIH)
http://www.nih.gov/
· National Science Foundation (NSF), including, but not limited to, Individual Investigator, CCLI, REU, and other specialty research programs
www.nsf.gov
· Research Corporation
http://www.rescorp.org/
[bookmark: elig_prop_num_txt][bookmark: awd_type_txt]8.  Estimated Number of Awards: The anticipated funding for summer 2010 is $172,800.  NPURC anticipates making twelve awards, supporting twelve faculty and twenty-four undergraduate students. 
NPURC SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAM 2010 REVIEW FORM

Proposal Title:
Investigator:
Department/Institution:
External Agency (and Program) this proposal will be submitted to is:

1.  NPURC Criteria / Check for Completeness
a.) Completeness: Does the application contain all parts required? If not, promptly return.

b.) External Agency Eligibility: Does the PI/Institution meet the eligibility guidelines of the external granting agency? (Eligibility requirements are usually outlined in the RFP of the targeted agency/program.)

	c.) External Agency Conformity: Does the proposal follow the required format of the external granting agency?

d.) NPURC Impact Statement: Does the proposal provide for substantial involvement of undergraduate students in the project and are these first or second year students?  Comment on quality of student experience.

e.) Prior NPURC Support: If the PI has been funded previously by NPURC, has the PI demonstrated success in achieving goals established in the proposal and by NPURC? Have students and PI participated meaningfully in NPURC events?

2.  Narrative Review Based on RFP of Targeted Program / Agency
Provide a detailed narrative review of the proposal based on the review criteria outlined in the RFP for the targeted external agency / program.  Indicate strengths and weaknesses, and, where possible, make concrete suggestions for improving the proposal.  Keep in mind that the main purpose of this review is to increase the competitiveness of the proposal.


Overall Ranking based on review criteria of external funding agency:

___Excellent            ___Very good	___Good	   ___Fair	___Poor        


Recommendation for NPURC Funding:
___Fund	___Resubmit	___Reject
THE NORTHERN PLAINS UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CENTER
2010 SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAM
PROPOSAL COVER PAGE

[bookmark: Text14]TITLE OF PROJECT:		     
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR INFORMATION:
[bookmark: Text15]Name:				     	
[bookmark: Text16]	Department:			     
[bookmark: Text17]	Telephone Number:		     	
[bookmark: Text18]Email Address:		     
CO-PI INFORMATION (if applicable):
[bookmark: Text19]	Name				     	
[bookmark: Text20]Department:			     	
[bookmark: Text21]Telephone Number:		     	
[bookmark: Text22]	Email Address:		     

[bookmark: Text23]REQUESTED AMOUNT OF FUNDING :			     

COMPLIANCE ISSUES:
[bookmark: Check8][bookmark: Check9]Does this project involve human subjects?			Yes        No  
[bookmark: Check10][bookmark: Check11]Does this project involve the use of live vertebrate animals?	Yes        No  
Does this project involve the use of recombinant DNA		Yes	   No
[bookmark: Check12][bookmark: Check13]and/or biohazardous materials?					Yes        No  
[bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15]Does this project involve the use of radioactive materials?	Yes        No  
[NOTE:  If the answer to any of these questions is Yes, proper approvals must be obtained before the project can proceed.]

The Principal Investigator agrees to 1) encourage students to participate in the summer kick-off event for NPURC, 2) require students to present their research as a poster at the end-of-summer symposium, 3) again encourage students to present their work at a regional or national convention, 4) submit a final report by September 30, 2010, and 5) participate in necessary evaluation duties.

___________________________	________________________________
Signature of Principal Investigator		Signature of Authorized Institutional Official

____________________			______________________
Date						Date









Double click on the box above to edit the embedded spreadsheet.
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NPURC Summer Undergraduate Research Program-Summer 2010

A.  Faculty Stipend  1 5000

Name

Institution 

B. Student Stipend 0

C..Research and Student Travel Support 1 2400

7400Total

Please enter name, institution, and number of student stipends (F13).  

      Mentoring two students is preferred.
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				2010 NPURC BUDGET

				NPURC Summer Undergraduate Research Program-Summer 2010

				A.  Faculty Stipend								1		5000

						Name

						Institution

				B. Student Stipend										0

				C..Research and Student Travel Support								1		2400

														7400		Total

				Please enter name, institution, and number of student stipends (F13).

				Mentoring two students is preferred.
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