CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT
CPTARLO L. OLSON
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Rank and Organization: Captain, 15th Infantry, 3d Infantry Division
Place and Date: Crossing of the Vollurno River, ltaly, 13 October 1943
Enlered Service at: Toronta, South Dakota
Birth: Greenville, lowa

General Order Number 71, 31 Auqust 1944
For conspicuas gallantry and intrepidity at the nsk of his Iife abaove and beyond the call of duty On 13 October, 1843, when the drive across the Volurna
River began, Captain Olson and his company spearheaded the advance of the regement throwgh 30 miles of mourtamous enemy teritory in 13 days. Placing
hirmself at the bead of bis men, Captan Oison waded inio the chest-deep water of the ragng Yolturno River and despde point-blank machine gun fire 2imesd
directhy at im, made hus way b8 the cpposite bank and threw bea hand grenaces inba the gun pasdion, Killing the crewr  ¥When an ensmy maching gun 130
yards distant opened fre en his company, Captain Cison sdvanced upon the pasibon in 3 show, deliberate walk. Although free German soldiers threw hand
jrenades at hen fram a range o 5 yards, Captain Olson despatched therm all. picked up a machine pistol and conbrued foward the enemy Advancing o wiihir
15 yards of the posiion he shot it aul with the foe, kilhing nme and s&zing the post  Threughout the ned 13 days Caplain (l2on led combal patrals, acted as

company Mo 1 soout and maintained unbioken contact with the enemy on 27 Dct 1943, Captain Olson conducted a platoen in affack on a strangpoint, crawing

o within 23 yands of the enemy and then changing the posibon  Despite conbnuows machine-gun fire which banely missed him, Caplain Oison made his way to
fhe oun and killed the crew with his pistel  When the men saw their leader make this desperaie aifack they fgllpeed him and gwarran the posiiign. Conbneng

fhe advarce Caplaen Qison led hs company b the nest obectve at the summit of Monte San Micola  Although the company to kis right was forced bo take cover
from the funous awemabs and small arms fire which was direched upen him and his men with squal mienssy, Captain Otson waved his company inie a skirmish

ne and despte the fire of a maching gun which singled him out as its sole target led the assaul whnch drove the enemy away While making a recoanaissance
for defensive positions Captan Olson was fatally wounded  lgnoning het severe pain this intrepd officer completed his reconnaissance. supenased the location
of his men in the best defensive positions, refused medical aid untd all of his men had been cared for, and ded as he was being carned down the meuntain
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