18th Annual Building Bridges Conference
Dream Warriors | Turning Your Dreams
Into a Reality

Friday, March 27, 2015
Muenster University Center Ballroom
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
8:30-9:00

Registration & coffee/rolls

9:00

Opening Ceremony
Mr. Gene Thin Elk, Director, Native American Student Services and Conference MC

Overview of Conference and University Welcomes
Mr. Gene Thin Elk
Dr. Randy Quevillon, Chair, Department of Psychology
Ms. Veronica Guzman, Multicultural Recruiting Coordinator, USD Office of Admissions
Dr. Barbara Yutrzenka, Director, Clinical Psychology Program, Department of
Psychology

9:30

Introduction of Keynote Speaker, Mic Jordan
Dr. Beth Boyd, Professor, Clinical Psychology Program and Director, Psychological
Services Center

Keynote Address: Dream Warriors | Turning Your Dreams Into a Reality
11:30

Lunch & USD Information Fair
Participating departments and organizations are listed in the program packet.
Students may earn extra door prize tickets by visiting the Info Fair booths.

1:00

Dream Warriors | Turning Your Dreams Into a Reality
Mic Jordan

2:45

Closing Activity and Closing Ceremony
Mr. Gene Thin Elk

3:15

Door Prizes
Winning tickets will be posted and prizes may be selected at the registration
table at the end of the conference.

3:30

USD Campus Tours – Office of Admissions
For more information, visit the Admissions booth at the Info Fair

6:00

Native American Alumni Banquet & Program
Building Bridges Conference attendees are invited to attend the
Native American Alumni Banquet (MUC Ballroom).

The Mission of Building Bridges
WE BELIEVE that exposure and discussion of diversity issues such as racism and the ethnic
minority experience can facilitate positive institutional change. We value and desire the
respect for diversity in all levels of education. Building Bridges provides opportunities for
students and faculty to learn effective ways to make higher education a positive experience
for all students.

2015 Building Bridges Conference Goals
This year’s Building Bridges Conference will feature Mic Jordan, a Native American hip
hop artist and self-described activist that speaks truth and passion about life and where he
came from. Growing up on the Turtle Mountain Reservation, music heavily influenced his
childhood and now he uses his voice to tackle issues on alcoholism, suicide, and gun
violence. Throughout his performances, Mic Jordan continues to shares his personal story
and desire to spread a positive message to not only the youth but to those who would
suspect hip hop as being a form of verbal violence to a better understanding of the genre.
With this in mind, the goals of the conference are as follows:


Through a combination of presentations and interactive activities, all participants will
leave with a sense of themselves as potential sources of support in their families and
communities, learn to find positive support for themselves, and be able to identify the
positive support networks that they are part of and to which they can turn when
needed.



Opportunities for participants and members of the campus and community to interact
during conference events will contribute to building relationships and partnerships that
may result in an increase in Native American student recruitment and retention at USD
and, as a result, increased ethnic and cultural diversity on campus and in the
community.



Preparation for and participation in this annual conference will continue to provide
clinical psychology graduate students and faculty members with opportunities to
increase cultural awareness while improving clinical skills through direct interactions
with ethnic minority youth. To this end, conference speakers and graduate students will
participate in the day’s activities for Native American students in regional high schools.

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE.

