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Or you can go directly to American Factfinder 2: http://factfinder2.census.gov/

There are various ways to search for data.

Quick Start — You know what you want

Topics — Provides a more step-by-step process

Geographies — When you want everything about a geography
Population Groups — When you want data for a certain group(s)
Industry Codes (not covered in this How To)

arONOE
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In the quick start box you can type in a topic (or table name if you know it) and type in South
Dakota for the geography.
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For this example type population estimates in the topic box and South Dakota in the geography
box. Click GO.
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Your selections yields 5 search results:
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You could also search by topic.
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When searching by topics pay attention to the number of “Search Results” available. Each time the
search criteria is refined the number of results will be updated.
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Use the pre-defined topics, People, Housing, Year, etc.
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In this example under “people” select basic-county estimate then select Population total. Notice
that the search results went from 4,473 to 257.

Note: In the upper left, under Your Selections, you will see Population Total with a red and
white X' button beside it. As you add more search selections they will appear here as well. You
can click the clear all selections link to start over.
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Further refine your search to South Dakota by clicking on Geographies and typing South Dakota in
the box. Then click GO.
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Check the box by South Dakota and click Add.
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When you selected Geographies a geographic search window will appear over the Search Results
pane.

Note: It has the standard Windows "maximize" and "close" buttons in its upper right
corner. Close the window.
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We now have 2 selections: Population Total and South Dakota. We have 123 search results to
choose from. To view information about a table click in the i in the About column.
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This provides information that will be in the Table.
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Select the last Table, TO-1 at the bottom of the first page and click View. We have population data
for South Dakota from Census 2000 and estimates through 2008.
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We can download the data into an excel Spreadsheet. Click download. Select Microsoft Excel and
select OK.
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A pop-up box with the download appears. Select OK to open in Excel.
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Here is the end result:
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You can also select the geography you want from Geography Filter Options.

Select the corresponding radio button below the filter options to see summary levels or individual
blocks.
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By typing in an address you can view the geographies that intersect with the coordinates of the
entered address. Results are displayed below.
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Map Tools:
e Zoom, pan, and reposition
» 15-level zoom
» Change Map Scale
» Identify Geography Name
* Print
» Find a Location (place name, address search, and latitude / longitude);
» Boundaries and Features
e Map Markers (points and text)
» Select Geographies (drawing tools)
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Population Groups When you select this search option, a population group search window will
appear over the Search Results. Search for population groups by simply entering your search into
the text box. A list of population groups that meet the search criteria you entered will be displayed
in the Population Groups Results.
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