
VERMILLION, S.D. -- 
Thanks to an endowment 
from Robert “Bid” and 
Jonette “Joni” Miller of 
Sioux Falls, S.D., to The 
University of South 
Dakota’s Reading 
Recovery Training Center 
first grade students will 
have help in overcoming 

reading difficulties. 

The endowment provided for 
remodeling and furnishing a 
reception room for Reading 
Recovery and will provide 
annual scholarships to Reading 
Recovery Teachers and 
Teacher Leaders. In recognition 

of the Miller’s generosity, Room 
123 in the Delzell Education 
Center was named in honor of 
Jonette 'Joni' Miller, a former 
elementary school teacher. Her 
husband, Robert, is a Sioux 
Falls businessman.  

A plaque commemorating "The 
Jonette 'Joni' Miller Room" was 
unveiled during a ceremony at 
the Delzell Education Center on 
the USD campus. Debra 
Boerner, a Reading Recovery 
teacher-leader from Winner, 
S.D., was also presented with a 
scholarship – the first such 
recipient from the endowment. 

"Reading is one of the greatest 
ways for a child to develop self-
esteem," noted Robert "Bid" 
Miller. "If they conquer that, 
they can conquer anything." 

The Reading Recovery Training 
Center at USD, now in its 11th 
year, is one of 22 training 
centers in North America 
according to Garreth Zalud, 
Ph.D., Reading Recovery 
Trainer. Several teachers and 
teacher leaders from the USD 
program attended Tuesday’s 
ceremony where they had an 
opportunity to observe a 
Reading Recovery lesson 
“Behind the Glass” and tour the 
new Miller Room. 

Features of the Miller Room 
include a reception area, a 
desk, and an activity station for 
children. Prior to having the 
room available for their needs, 
children in the Reading 
Recovery program often had to 
wait in the hallway before 
meeting with a Reading 
Recovery Teacher or Teacher 
Leader. 

"It didn’t seem like a safe or a 
comfortable place to wait," said 
Linda Reetz, Ed.D., interim 
dean, School of Education, 
"that was the brainchild of this 
room. The more welcoming our 
facility is to children, the better." 
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USD and the 

Reading Recovery 

Training Center 

extend their heartfelt 

thanks to Bid and 

Joni Miller for their 

contributions to 

literacy teachers and 

students of South 

Dakota. 

School of Education at USD dedicates Reading Recovery 

Deb Boerner First Recipient of Joni Miller Scholarship 

Deb Boerner, Reading Recov-
ery Teacher Leader from Win-
ner, South Dakota, is the first 
recipient of the Miller Scholar-
ship.  This scholarship was 
made possible by Robert and 
Joni Miller (see article above). 

Deb is enrolled in a graduate 
program in Curriculum and 
Instruction with an emphasis in 
Literacy.  She just completed 
one year of training as a Read-
ing Recovery teacher leader 
and is now in her field year.   

The Joni Miller scholarship is 
awarded to a student engaging 
in graduate study in the area of 
literacy.  The Miller room and 
this scholarship honor Joni 
Miller and other elementary 
teachers in South Dakota and 
their students in their quest for 
universal reading excellence.  In 
their hands rests our future. 

The following article, written by Phillip Carter, can be found on the USD home page, usd.edu. 



 

Six teacher leaders and 

approximately 40 teachers 

affiliated with the USD 

Reading Recovery Training 

Center are participating in a 

national book leveling project.  

The data this project yields 

will be used to update The 

Reading Recovery Book List.  

The center is one of only six 

sites in the US who were 

invited to participate in this 

important research. 

The Reading Recovery Book 

List is a helpful resource for 

Reading Recovery educators 

in North America. It supports 

instruction by providing a list 

of carefully evaluated texts 

arranged in a gradient of 

increasing difficulty.  

The book list is an internal 

training document for Reading 

Recovery professionals and is 

compiled by trainers, teacher 

leaders, and teachers. At this 

time, thousands of book titles 

comprise the list. A numeric 

system of levels from 1 to 20 

indicates increasingly complex 

text, with Level 1 being most 

supportive of emergent readers 

and Level 20 representing 

more sophisticated texts. 

As participants in the research 

project teacher leaders and 

teachers are piloting new 

books with teachers and 

children, leveling them, and 

helping to update the list.  
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USD Training Center Invited to Participate in National Research 

Project 

The purpose of this study was 

to analyze the relationship of 

the end of treatment decisions 

on predicting later success on 

the 3rd, 4th, & 5th grade Dakota 

State Test of Educational 

Progress (Dakota STEP) 

within a selected South Dakota 

Reading Recovery training 

site. In addition, this study 

examined the performance 

level categories assigned in 3rd, 

4th and 5th grades to the 

students in the successfully 

discontinued end of treatment 

decision group. 

 

Data were collected on 176 

former Reading Recovery 

students from 6 school districts 

that had implemented the 

intervention in the 2000-2001, 

2001-2002, 2001-2002 school 

years.  Background 

information, end of Reading 

Recovery treatment decision, 

the Dakota STEP performance 

level, and NCE from the 

Stanford Achievement Test 

(10th ed.) were analyzed.  

Linear regression was used to 

determine if (a) end of 

program treatment decision 

could be used to predict 

student performance levels in 

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade, and (b) 

end of program treatment 

decision could be used to 

predict student reading 

achievement NCE scores in 

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade. 

Performance level numbers 

and percentages for 

successfully discontinued 

students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grade were also reported. 

 

The findings of this study 

showed that end of treatment 

decision did significantly 

predict performance level at 

3rd grade but not 4th and 5th 

grade.  End of treatment 

decision did significantly 

predict reading achievement 

NCE scores in 3rd and 4th grade 

but not 5th grade.   When 

examining the performance 

levels of successfully 

discontinued students, it was 

found that the majority of 

these students are in the 

proficient to advanced levels 

in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade. 

 

The researcher concluded that 

the Reading Recovery end of 

program treatment decision is 

a good predictor of the four 

performance levels in 3rd grade 

but not in 4th and 5th grade. The 

Reading Recovery end of 

program treatment decision is 

a good predictor of later 

reading achievement in 3rd and 

4th grade but not in 5th grade.  

Students who successfully 

discontinued profited from the 

Literacy Solutions 

Reading Recovery  

creates significant cost benefits 

for school  

districts, and even greater bene-

fits  

for students. 

Our common 

purpose: 

enabling 

children to 

construct the 

inner control 

necessary to 

become self-

extending 

readers and 

writers. 

Reading Recovery Research Dissertations Completed at the USD Training 

Center 

Susan C. Gapp, Ed.D., Curriculum and Instruction, The University of 

South Dakota, 2006 

An Examination of End of Treatment Reading Recovery Decisions and Later Achievement 

Dissertation directed by Dr. Garreth Zalud 
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Literacy Solutions 

Activities such as 

teaching 

components, 

procedural 

elements, record 

keeping, 

communication 

skills, and collegial 

support are likely 

to be included in 

renewal plan 

designs. 

Fall Institute 
 

Saturday, October 18 

Delzell Building 

USD Campus 

8:00 to 4:00 

 

The USD Reading Recovery Training Center will be sponsoring a 

Fall Institute for Reading Recovery professionals on Saturday, 

October 18, 2008 at the Delzell Building on the USD campus.  Please see the back of this publication 

for registration information. 

Dr. Mary Lose, director of the Reading Recovery Center of Michigan at Oakland University,  Dr. Judy 

Embry, trainer at the University of Kentucky Reading Recovery Center, and Dr. Garreth Zalud, 

director at the University of South Dakota Reading Recovery Training Center, will be the featured 

presenters.  Each will do a large group presentation and small group sessions. 

Several teacher leaders from the region will also be presenting small group sessions.  Topics include 

reading, writing, analysis, and record keeping.  Presenters include Deb Boerner, Mary Collins, Ginger 

Hill, Judy Lindquist, Karen Lockner, Ann Meixner, Kari Nolte, Ann O’Connell, Jan Petersen, and 

Carla Weber. 

A new feature being offered for the first time this year will be the opportunity to observe live lessons 

behind the glass, with the discussion led by Dr. Lose or Dr. Embry.  Due to the limited number of 

spaces available this will be offered as a ticketed session to early registrants.  They will receive email 

notification in late September about how to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

Feedback was positive about last year’s institute and this year’s institute will be another great learning 

experience for all involved. 

Reading Recovery Fall Institute 

Standards and Guidelines for 

the Reading Recovery Council 

of North America regard a 

trained Reading Recovery 

teacher in lapsed status when 

he/she has been absent from 

the teaching of Reading 

Recovery for more than one 

year. Teacher leaders, with 

University Trainers and 

Training Center consultation, 

design renewal plans in order 

to return Reading Recovery 

teachers to active status. The 

purpose of this study was to 

determine the instructional 

nature of renewal plans 

designed by Teacher Leaders 

and the extent of preparation 

Teacher Leaders have had in 

designing renewal plans. The 

study examined the differences 

Teacher Leaders’ years of 

experience made in the design 

of plan renewal and the extent 

to which differences in 

Teacher Leaders’ years of 

experience prepared them to 

design renewal plans.  

With the use of a researcher-

developed questionnaire, data 

were collected from a random 

sample of 226 registered 

Teacher Leaders within the 

United States. These data 

revealed activities such as 

t e a c h i n g  c o m p o n e n t s , 

procedural elements, record 

keeping, communication skills 

with persons interested in the 

student’s welfare, and collegial 

support are likely to be 

included in renewal plan 

designs. Teacher Leaders say 

they are moderately prepared 

to design renewal plans for 

returning Reading Recovery 

teachers. 

The study offers baseline 

research concerning the 

restorat ion of Reading 

Recovery teachers in lapsed 

status to active status.  

Janet K. Petersen, Ed.D., Curriculum and Instruction, The University of 

South Dakota, 2007 

Actions and Training in Renewal Plans Designed By Reading Recovery Teacher Leaders 

Dissertation directed by Dr. Garreth Zalud 

Reading Recovery Research Dissertations Completed at the USD Training 

Center (continued) 



Join your Reading Recovery colleagues for a day of learning with trainers Mary Lose, Judy Embry, and Garreth Zalud.  Teacher 
leaders will also offer a variety of presentations to choose from.  Lunch will be provided. 

Register Early—Limited to first 150 registrants 

Dr. Garreth Zalud, Trainer 

gzalud@usd.edu 

 

Dr. Janet Petersen, Teacher Leader 

jpeterse@usd.edu 

 

Mary Collins, Teacher Leader 

mary.collins@usd.edu 

 

Linette Ross, Secretary 

linette.ross@usd.edu 

Phone: 605-677-6332 

Fax: 605-677-8866 

The University of South 

Dakota Training Center 

USD Fall Reading Recovery Institute 

Purchase Order 

     PO # 
Method of Payment 

Check 

     Check # 

Name 

Position 

Phone 

Address 

Send registration and payment to: 

 
The University of South Dakota 

Reading Recovery® 

Attn:  Linette Ross 

School of Education, Room 123 

414 East Clark Street 

Vermillion, SD 57069 

Fax 605-677-8866 

Cost:  $100 if postmarked by September 21, 2008 

 $150 if postmarked by October 7, 2008 

No registrations accepted if postmarked after October 7. 

Amount enclosed 

 

($100 if postmarked before September 21, 2008 

$150 if postmarked after September 21, 2008.) 

 

Registrations must be postmarked no later than October 7, 2008. 

email 

Please check: 

 

       Site 

coordinator 

 

       Teacher 

Leader 

 

       Teacher 

 

Saturday, October 18, 2008, 8:00 am 

$100 if postmarked by Sept. 21, $150 after Sept. 21 

The University of South Dakota  

Fall Reading Recovery Institute 

On the campus of The University of South Dakota 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 

 

Who:  Reading Recovery teachers 

What:  A Learning Institute 

When:  Saturday, October 18, 2008 

 Doors open at 7:30 

 Sessions run from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Where:  Delzell School of Education 

 The University of South Dakota 

 Vermillion, SD 

Featuring the following Reading Recovery 

Trainers: 

 

 

 

 

 Dr. Garreth Zalud    Dr. Judy Embry       

Dr. Mary Lose 

Break-out sessions with the following Reading 

Recovery Teacher Leaders: 

Deb Boerner 

Mary Collins 

Ginger Hill 

Judy Lindquist 

Karen Lockner 

Ann Meixner 

Kari Nolte 

Ann O’Connell 

Jan Petersen 

Carla Weber 


