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Excellence Has a Name

This issue of Literacy Solutions is devoted to recognizing excellence. We are pleased to )
share comments about four outstanding Reading Recovery teachers. With prpplem
readers it is not
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Expert Teachers by the particular

What enables an expert teacher to make they adjust the task so the demands at chil doés
sound judgments about learning and a specific moment are appropriately competencies, and
develop efficient and effective skills to challenging. make highly skilled
teach the lowest-achieving children to decisi
; ; ecisions moment
read and write? Carol Lyons (Teaching 1 are reflective before, during, and after by moment dufin
Struggling Readers: How to Use Brain- the lesson. y the lesson 9
based Research to Maxzm.zze Lea{fmng) 1 never stop working to make the .
observed teacher-student interactions of chil L an

" drenbs experijences pR/Isjbiv,
ten expert teachers, analyzed videotapes, arie Clay

. . rewarding.
and interviewed the teachers. She found &
the following points of convergence about 1 convey through their actions and
how they think, reason, and act. words that these very low-achieving

children can and will learn and that
they will find a way to teach them.

1 have a thorough understanding of INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

reading and writing at the acquisition
stage and know how these processes
change over time as children become
more proficient.

The expert teachers:

Rita Hansen, SD

1 assess childrenbés pr
roadblocks to learning.

CNCEIBE Tani Schumacher, ND. 2

Barb Adams, NE

1 know how to provide a dynamic,
flexible scaffold that assists children
in mastering new competencies and
when it is too difficult for a child,

. The University of South Dakota Volume 1, Issue 4

Sue Bestul, MN




Literacy Solutions

Ritads f
Marie Clay
quote:

Most people
find it difficult
to think of
writing and
reading as two
different ways
of learning
about the same
thingd written
language. Itis
like having two
hands. What
you know in
writing can be
helpful in your
reading and
vice versa, just
as the right
hand can help
the left hand
with holding or
vice versa.

Clay, 2002

One outstanding Reading Recovery teacher from each state affiliated with the USD Reading Recovery
Training Center is being featured in this edition of Literacy Solutions. They represent the many
excellent teachers in the region and are to be commended for their study and application of the
theoretical principles upon which Reading Recovery is based and for the excellent results they have had
with children. Many lives have been changed because of their expertise and dedication. The USD
Training Center is proud to recognize Rita Hansen, Tami Schumacher, Barb Adams, and Sue Bestul for

their skill and expertise in Reading Recovery, 2008.

Rita Hansen, South Dakota

states that an effective teacher
provides scaffolds that foster
independent problem solving
and makes decisions based on

Rita Hansen is a Reading
Recovery and Title I teacher at
Hanson Elementary School in
Alexandria, South Dakota. She

trained in 2001 and hassince each chi |l dbés
earned a Reading Specialist AiThey all ow t
masters degree. the | esson! o

Rita says what she likes most ~ Rita says she thinks the most
about Reading Recovery is that difficult aspect of Reading
it is not a 06 oRacevensispmwwding justtths
progr am. She
Recovery encourages
independence while fostering a
love of reading and writing.
Each chil dos
to meet their individual needs.

help the children develop into
independent life-long readers
and writers.
pedrijgted lessonrplan; t8achinga i
requires quick thinkingd being
The strategies that students constantly aware of the cueing
learn help them develop into systems the child is using and
Il'i fe | ong | e a rpmedingspedfic promptsto

Rita believes that an effective ~ 0V¢ the student forward.
teacher understands each
student 6s

development and is aware of
what each child knows. She

When asked how she balances
Z 0 n ework ahd pgrsonal kift, Rita |
replied, AThi
every working mother. [ am

Tami Schumacher, North Dakota
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Tami Schumacher, a Riley
reading teacher at Ben Franklin
Elementary School in Grand
Forks, North Dakota, has been
a Reading Recovery teacher for
the past five years. She says
she often wonders how the first
graders in her previous classes
learned how to read before she

was trained
wayso.
Tami 6s

working with the Reading
Recovery students is watching

. The University of South Dakota

! nl"amrll, %t irs] our pr'i\éﬁleée to Rave

llale(s)serd o Eave a supportive
husband who takes an active
role in raising our three young
girls. My family has always
encouraged my educational
aspirations. 0

Congratulations, Rita, and
thanik you for your Hv%\ﬂﬁ wI1th
young children.

a struggling reader transform
into an independent one. She
believes that the best Reading
Recovery teachers make that
happen by carefully observing
and letting the children guide
their lessons. She considers it a
privilege to be able to work one
on one with students.

you as a Reading Recovery

f avor ictlleagugp Gangdratulatibns and

thank you.
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Sue Bestul, Minnesota

Sue Bestul is a Reading
Recovery teacher and a
Special Education teacher at
Washington Elementary
School in Anoka, Minnesota.
She has been teaching
Special Education for 30
years and Reading Recovery
for seven years in the Anoka
Hennepin School District.
The says that these two
teaching positions create a
perfect balance throughout
the day. She has the
opportunity to use many of
the skills that she has learned
in Reading Recovery with
the small groups of special

education students that she
works with daily. She loves
her job!

The thing she likes most
about Reading Recovery is
working with individual
student so S
having a daily program
designed just for them. She
loves to watch the students
gain confidence and realize
that they are great readers
and writers! Sue loves the
success of the program! She
also likes the ongoing
learning opportunities for the
Reading Recovery teachers.
After every session,
including observing live
lessons behind a one-way
mirror, she has something
new to take back to her
students and staff.

Since Sue began in Reading
Recovery, her teaching of
special education students
has changed dramatically.
The school 6s
education program has
changed to meet the needs of
students in reading and

t rschoolg teatheas;

writing. Sue was the driving

force for this systemic
change.
Sueds family

of teaching. Her husband
and son-in-law are high
hea ntveb
daughters are elementary
teachers; and her son is in
college majoring in
education. Many of their
family conversations involve
school related activities and

stories. She loves to spend
time with her five
grandchildren and they

absolutely love books! She
has even made one of her
bedrooms into a library for
the grandchildren.

Sue says that Reading
Recovery is the highlight of
her career! She loves the
day to day smiles the
students have when they are
successful.

wheghing of ebeing
successful, Sue, you have
much to be proud of.
Thanks for all you do with

children. Congratulations!

Reading Recovery Training Opportunities, 2009-2010
Scholarships Available

-

20 hours graduate credit

Wasters degree required

Teacher Leader Training \

In-state: Work with students in your own
district. Some online course work, along
with regular classes in Vermillion.
Out-of-state: Residency at USD

-

AN

Teacher Training
8 hours graduate credit
Classes at USD

Observation Survey: 1 week in August
Weekly class during the school year

~

)

Contact USD Training Center for more information. (See page 4 for contact information.)

. The University of South Dakota
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Tami 6s f
Marie Clay
guote:

Give thoughtful
attention to the
level of help the
child needs and
decide when you
are prompting

for processing
or when you
should be
supplying
information that
the learner does
not have.

Clay



Barb Adams, Nebraska

Barb Adams has been in
education for 24 years.
Twelve of those years have
been in Reading Recovery.
She 1is currently teaching
Reading Recovery and
Literacy Support at Kahoa

Elementary in Lincoln,
Nebraska.

Barb thinks she has the
fabsolute perf

says that teaching Reading
Recovery has been such a
blessing in many ways. It is
so rewarding to see the
smiles on the
as they become confident
readers.

She also feels blessed
because of the people she
works with. According to
Barb, the administrators and
the wonderful first grade
teachers team with her and
her colleague to help the
children make continuous
gains in their reading.
Parents are supportive of the
Reading Recovery Program
and are an integral part of
helping their children
become successful readers.
Teacher leaders, Jeanette
Tiwald and Pam Inbody,
make themselves available to
help in any way. Barb says

she always goes away from
continuing contact sessions
and in-services feeling
renewed and energized.

Barb says her greatest
blessing in teaching Reading
Recovery is her colleague,
Pam Reber. They have
worked together in a small
room every day, all day, for
ever tnine jyerb. 0 Pam hasS
never been in a bad mood;
she laughs with Barb, helps
her problem-solve with hard
to accelerate kids, offers

entpurdgethénte md & trdflya c Brégram. He did a project

the reason Barb enjoys
coming to work each day.
Barb believes the job would
be too hard if
Pam there.

When Barb first started
teaching Reading Recovery
she was fearful. That fear
has vanished over the years
and has been replaced with
excitement of taking on a
new challenge with each
individual student.

A highlight

came last year when a former
Reading Recovery student
(now in seventh grade) came
to her and wanted to donate
$40 to the Reading Recovery

of

with his church and each

student had to decide where

they wanted to donate their
mohd}.© HE kol BEH nehave
wanted to give the money to
Reading Recovery because it
helped him learn to read, and
he was very thankful for that.
That brought
eyes and made her realize
that she does make a
di fference in
and for that she is very
grateful.

arbbés car.eer
Barb, we are very gratefu

that you are involved with

tear .

chil

Reading Recovery.
Congratulations and thank
you.

Reading Recovery
The University of South Dakota

414 E. Clark Street

Vermillion, SD 570! Linette Ross, secret Dr. Garreth Zalud, trainer Dr. Jan Petersen, teacher leader

6056776332
Fax 605/78866

linette.ross@usd.ed gzalud@usd.edu

jpeterse@usd.edu

Mary Collins, teacher leader
mary.collins@usd.edu
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