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I.  DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 

Axle:  The common supporting shaft on which one or more wheels revolves.  

 

Single Axle:  Two or more wheels on a transverse plane with centers 40 inches apart.   

 

Tandem Axle:  Any two axles with centers more than 40 inches but not more than 96 

inches apart.  

 

Tridem Axle:  Any three consecutive axles with centers not more than 144 inches apart.  

 

Steering Axle:  An axle on the front of the vehicle, with which the operator controls the 

steering of the vehicle.   

  

Variable Load Axle (Retractable Axle): Also known as a ñdummy axleò in Nebraska, a 

variable load axle can be independently raised or lowered by the driver.  

 

Bridge Weight Formula (Bridge Formula ñBò):  Ensures that the weight of a vehicle is 

distributed evenly to each axle or group of axles in order to minimize stress on bridges and 

overpasses. This formula is  W = 500 [LN/(N-1) + 12N + 36], where W equals maximum weight 

in pounds carried on any group of more than one axle; L equals distance in feet between the 

extremes of any group of consecutive axles; and N equals number of axles in the group under 

consideration. 

 

Designated Roads:  Federal highways on the National Network that consist of the interstate 

system and additional federally-funded roads, on which federal size and weight regulations are 

standardized.    

 

Driveaway Saddlemount Combination:  A combination of vehicles in which one truck-tractor 

tows another truck tractor (or more) via mounting the front of the second truck tractor directly to 

a saddlemount on the first truck tractor.  

 

Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW):  The weight of a vehicle or combination of vehicles plus the 

weight of  the load carried.  

 

Longer Combination Vehicle (LCV):  Combination of vehicles that consists of a truck tractor 

pulling a combination of trailers and semi-trailers.  

  

Rocky Mountain Double:  Combination of vehicles that consists of a truck tractor pulling 

a semi-trailer and a shorter trailer.   

 

Turnpike Double:  Combination of vehicles that consists of a truck tractor pulling a semi-

trailer and another long trailer.   
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Triple-trailer Combination:  Combination of vehicles that consists of a truck tractor 

pulling a semi-trailer and two additional trailers.  

 

National System of Interstate and Defense Highways: Also known as the National Network 

(NN), is made up of the Interstate System, as well as all the federally funded primary highways 

listed in 23 CFR 658, Appendix A . 

 

Nondesignated Roads:  State roads that are classified as truck routes, are not federally funded, 

and are not located on the National Network. 

 

Nondivisible Load:  A load that cannot be easily or practically disassembled and is condensed to 

the lowest possible size and weight. 

 

Oversize/Overweight Permit:  Authorization to operate a vehicle or combination of vehicles that 

exceeds the size and weight limitations generally prescribed for vehicles on a particular roadway.  

 

Single Trip: Issued for the operation of an oversize and/or overweight vehicle or 

combination of vehicles from a single point of origin to a single destination.  

 

Multiple Trip (Continuous Trip):  Issued for the operation of an oversize and/or 

overweight vehicle or combination of vehicles that travels frequently within a designated 

area.  

 

Annual: Issued for the operation of an oversize and/or overweight vehicle or combination 

of vehicles for a designated period not to exceed one year.  

 

Seasonal: Issued for the operation of an oversize and/or overweight vehicle or 

combination of vehicles that haul seasonally harvested loads from the point of harvest to 

the point of market or storage.  

 

Daylight Only: Issued for the operation of an oversize and/or overweight vehicle only 

between sunset and sundown.  

  

All-systems:  Allows for travel on any of the highways under the jurisdiction of the 

issuing authority without route approval. 

  

Pneumatic Tires:  Tires that contain compressed air and are designed to support a load.   

 

Primary Roads:  All  interstate roads located within a particular state.  

 

Secondary Roads:  All non-interstate roads located within particular a state.  

 

Semi-trailer:  Single vehicle that is not self-propelled, which is designed to carry property and to 

be pulled by a motorized vehicle that carries a portion of the trailerôs weight.  
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Single Trailer:  Single vehicle that is not self-propelled, which is designed to carry property and 

to be pulled by a motorized vehicle that carries none of the trailerôs weight.  

 

Solid Tires:  Rubber or other solid tires that do not contain compressed air and are designed to 

support a load.  

 

State Trunk Highway System:   

 

Tire Load:  The maximum pounds per inch (PPI) of tire width allowed per axle, including all 

tires on that axle.  

 

Truck Tractor:  A self-propelled, motorized vehicle used for pulling a single trailer, semi-trailer, 

or combination of trailers.  

 

Vehicle Height:  Total upright measurement of a commercial vehicle from the surface of the 

ground, including the load carried.  

 

Vehicle Length:  Total horizontal measurement of a commercial vehicle from the front of the 

single trailer or semi-trailer to the rear, not including any overhang.  

 

Vehicle Width:  Total transverse measurement of a vehicle, including the load carried.  

 

 
ACRONYMS 
 

ARSD:  Administrative Rules of South Dakota 

FHWA:  Federal Highway Administration 

GVW:  Gross Vehicle Weight 

IAC:  Iowa Administrative Code 

ICA:  Iowa Code Annotated 

LCV:  Longer Combination Vehicles 

MSA:  Minnesota Statutes Annotated 

NDCC:  North Dakota Century Code 

NN:  National Network 

NRS:  Nebraska Revised Statutes 

PPI:  Pounds Per Inch (of tire width) 

SDCL:  South Dakota Codified Laws 
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III.  INTRODUCTION 
 

 
In an effort to study the actual degree of disparity among the trade laws of a particular 

region, the University of South Dakota Law School conducted a comprehensive survey of 

commercial trucking regulations of the five states within the Northern Great Plains region ï 

Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  This study found disparities 

within every category of regulation surveyed.  In addition, significant disparities were found in 

the areas of weight, long combination vehicles (LCVs), and permitting practices on ñnon-

designated roads.ò  The degree of these disparities was somewhat surprising, given the 

commonality among the five states and the degree of trade conducted between those states.   

Various state and private research institutes had already been studying the economic 

growth effects of removing confusing and contradictory trucking regulations existing between 

the different states, but what was unknown was the precise degree of such disparities.
 
The area of 

commercial trucking was chosen because since much of the region is without water 

transportation and has only limited rail competition and service, the trucking industry provides 

the main avenue of trade within the region.  Furthermore, trucking laws are especially amenable 

to harmonization.  Because such laws focus on very objective matters ð e.g., the weight, height 

and length of a truck ð harmonization among different states is more possible than with laws 

concerning more subjective matters.   

On the state level, commercial trucking is governed by complex regulatory environment, 

which includes state department of transportation, rural municipal councils, major urban 

transportation agencies, the U.S. Department of Transportation, national parks, and other 

government agencies and services.  In conducting the study, the Law School first did a survey of 

businesses, regulatory agencies, law enforcement personnel, and industry associations across the 
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five-state region.  This survey attempted to identify the major areas of disparities, as perceived 

by the various groups.  After conducting this survey, which included hundreds of participants, 

the Law School identified five area of trucking regulations which appeared to contain significant 

disparities.  These areas included: truck width, length, height, weight and the permitting process.  

The study also examined trucking safety laws, finding even greater disparities in those laws.   
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IV. DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 

After surveying the areas of state laws that appeared most in need of harmonization, USD 

Law School focused its study on state regulations of commercial trucking.  In the first stage of its 

study, the Law School surveyed businesses, regulatory agencies, law enforcement personnel, and 

industry associations across the five-state region.  This survey attempted to identify the major 

areas of disparities, as perceived by the various groups.  In addition, meetings with trucking 

representatives outlined the laws and regulations that industry representatives found to be most 

troublesome when moving from state to state.  From these meetings and surveys, which included 

hundreds of contacts, the Law School identified five areas of trucking regulations that appeared 

to contain significant disparities.  These areas included: truck width, length, height, weight, 

combination vehicle rules, and the permitting process.  Indeed, truck dimensions were the most 

significant disparities referenced by industry representatives. 

During the next stage of the study, the Law School research team began making follow- 

up calls to trucking representatives from the five state region.  Those interviewed included truck 

company owners, lobbyists, insurers, legislators, state regulators, and highway patrol personnel. 

(See Appendix IV)  Again, findings from these interviews pointed to truck dimensions as the 

primary concern of industry representatives, along with a highly confusing and complex 

permitting system that differed widely from state to state.  

As a further step in its education on trucking law disparities, a Law School research team 

attended a June 2005 conference in Fargo, North Dakota co-hosted by the North Dakota 

Department of Transportation and the Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute.  The 
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conference, titled the Cross-Border Regional Truck Transportation Conference, was attended by 

seventy people from six states (North and South Dakota, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa and 

Montana) and two Canadian provinces (Manitoba and Saskatchewan), including personnel from 

metropolitan planning organizations, truck regulatory agencies, chambers of commerce, motor 

carrier associations, state economic development departments, state legislatures, provincial 

parliaments, and state and provincial departments of transportations.  The objectives of the 

conference were three-fold: to identify the economic benefits from achieving uniform truck 

dimensions and permitting; to explore the barriers to achieving that uniformity; and to outline 

strategies that might be used to overcome the barriers.  At the conference, the Law School 

distributed a survey requesting the participants to identify which regulations pose the greatest 

burden for truckers and in which states were the regulations most disparate.  The findings from 

this survey are included in the attached appendix, along with notes of conversations with 

trucking industry representatives. 

The Law School research team also attended the Minnesota Truck Size & Weight Project 

held in St. Paul, Minnesota on October 25
th
, 2005.  The purpose of this project was to conduct a 

comprehensive review of Minnesotaôs trucking laws.  Over the years, the legislature had enacted 

on a piecemeal basis many exceptions and special provisions to accommodate various types of 

trucks, rather than overhaul the entire regulatory system. In response to this piecemeal approach, 

the Minnesota project had proposed comprehensive changes to the laws governing truck weight 

limits on state and local roads.  The Minnesota study was particularly relevant to the Law School 

study because Minnesotaôs weight restrictions are perhaps the most divergent from those of the 

other states in the region. 
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On January 4
th
, 2006 in Fargo, North Dakota, a meeting was held with DOT 

representatives from North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota, as well as with legislators, 

representatives of Northern Great Plains Institute and the University of  South Dakota School of 

Law.  The purpose of the meeting was to bring together all the various groups studying or 

proposing ways to harmonize trucking laws in the Northern Great Plains states.  One specific 

focus of the meeting was to discuss ways to initiate uniformity on selected highway corridors in 

the region.  For instance, US Highways 2 and 85 were identified as one such potential corridor. 

Meanwhile, throughout all the meetings and conferences attended by the Law School, a 

comprehensive legal research effort was being conducted to document and compare every single 

state law or regulation relevant to the goals of the study.  The researchers worked in teams to 

identify relevant statutes and regulations of the states assigned to them. Their findings were then 

forwarded to a central database where the laws could be sorted and analyzed.  Researchers 

subsequently created tables that mapped the disparities among states.  These tables were 

instrumental in arriving at the conclusions of the study.   

Another aim of this study was to disseminate information to others outside of the normal 

groups involved in transportation, for example, state legislators.  This was accomplished through 

publication of an article in the South Dakota Law Review analyzing the laws and regulations that 

the study has identified as needing harmonization.  (See appendix IV) 

An additional phase of the study also looked at the safety issues that affect the trucking 

industry.  Research was conducted to identify state laws that address the following safety issues: 

these areas that included driverôs qualifications, driverôs hours of service, hazardous materials, 

inspection, repair and maintenance, mud flaps, brakes, safety devices, and cargo securement and 

food safety.   
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SURVEY OF LITERATURE 
 

Federal, state, and industry studies concerning weight and size of trucks spanning the last 

ten years were gathered in preparation for the current project.  The last major federal study on 

this topic was completed in 2000.  Of particular interest were the studies completed in the last 

several years which focused on concerns for the states in the Northern Great Plains Region.   

 

Regional Studies 
 

Review of Selected Truck Size & Weight Laws and Practices Elsewhere is a  2B technical 

memorandum draft comparing Minnesotaôs truck size and weight laws and regulations to 

neighboring states and Canadian provinces.  (Minnesota Department of Transportation, Sept. 27, 

2005). 

 

Cross Border Regional Truck Transportation Conference Report:  A First Step to Improving 

Regional Economic Competitiveness is a report on a conference that examined opportunities for 

greater uniformity of truck size and weight regulations and permitting in the northern Great 

Plains.  The challenge is to agree on a regional strategy for uniformity of these areas.  Upper 

Great Plains Transportation Institute and North Dakota Department of Transportation, June 

2005). 

 

North Dakota Strategic Freight Analysis is a study by Upper Great Plains Transportation 

Institute released in June, 2005.  The study focuses on the inefficiencies that exist because of the 

differences between state and provincial permitting processes and a call for a uniform permitting 

system (Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute 2005). 

 

Impacts of Regulatory Inconsistencies on Highway Freight Transport in the Upper Midwest 

Region at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  This paper maintains that a regional 

perspective for freight planning is important because congestion in one jurisdiction can affect 

freight movement in another and it identifies the inconsistencies in regulations and recommends 

changes to enhance consistency and thus economic saving in the region (Franke 2004). 

 

Corridors for Toll Truckways: Suggested Locations for Pilot Projects is a study by Reason 

Foundation to identify the most promising initial Interstate corridors where toll truckway could 

be implemented, as in a federal pilot program to test the concept. The most important policy 

change is permission for LCVs to use the tollways in states where LCVs are forbidden by federal 

law. (Poole and Samuel February 2004) 

 

Techno-Economic Innovations in Transport and Trade Expansion: The Case of NAFTA is a 

Working Paper of the Center for Transportation at Boston University.   This paper aims to trace 
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the evolution towards forms more consistent with the demands of free trade and the NAFTA 

experience in this regard.  It states that harmonization of technical standards such as truck size 

and weight regulations are complexities that may take a long time to sort out and should be 

considered when agreement timetables are drawn up (Lakshmanan, et al. 2002) . 

 

Seasonal weight limits on prairie region highways: opportunities for rationalization and 

harmonization published in the Canadian Journal of Civil Engineering.  This paper deals with the 

seasonal aspects of weight limits governing trucking within and to and from the prairie region 

(Montufar and Clayton 2002). 

 

Toward New Horizons  a transportation study by Northern Great Plains and Northeast-Midwest 

Institute.   The Northern Great Plains is a bi-national region made up of Manitoba, 

Saskatchewan, Iowa, North Dakota,  Minnesota, South Dakota and Nebraska that generates a 

gross national product of nearly $400 billion dollars and  whose  transportation is a crucial key to 

its future (Glassheim and Nagel 2002). 

 

National Research Council (U.S). Transportation Research Board Special Report 267 is entitled 

Regulation of Weights, Lengths and Widths of Commercial Motor Vehicles. This study found 

that freight traffic is bypassing Interstate highways, the safest and most efficient roads and using 

secondary roads where limits are less restrictive and that the cost generated by that traffic is 

higher. The study recommended the creation of an independent public organization referred to as 

the Commercial Traffic Effects Institute to coordinate all the changes in size and weight of 

commercial motor vehicles (Transportation Research Board 2002). 

 

North American Free Trade Agreement Land Transportation Standards Subcommittee Working 

Group 2 entitled Harmonization of Vehicle Weight and Dimension Regulations Within the 

NAFTA Partnership compares the regulated weight and dimension limits for four vehicle 

configurations considered priority candidates for regulatory harmonization in Canada. (Pearson 

2001).   

 

Trade Patterns and the Economy of the Northern Great Plain: A Baseline Report is a study by 

the Northeast-Midwest Institute in partnership with Northern Great Plains Inc. that presents an 

overall picture of the economy of the Northern Great Plains Region.  It summarizes the major 

industries and outlines the trade analysis of the region. It then relates the trade to the global 

economy. (Abe, Easton and Helmstetter, July 2001) 

 

An Overview of Transportation Infrastructure and Services in the Northern Great Plains 

outlines the highway, rail, maritime, and air networks for Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, North 

Dakota, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan.  It presents the key issues for each mode, and forms the 

basis for the future phases of the project. The report is prepared by 

The Northeast-Midwest Institute in association with The Northern Great Plains Initiative for 

Rural Development. (Helmstetter July 2000)  

 

Alterntives to Weight Tolerance Permits by David Luskin, et al. 2000, sponsored by the Texas 

Department of Transportation in cooperation with the U.S. Dept. of Transportation, Federal 

Highway Administration. This report considers the challenge caused by harmonizing laws for 
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truck weight and states that increasing weight limits at the cost of pavement and bridge 

infrastructure (Luskin and Walton 2000). 

 

Harmonization of vehicle load and size limit: Agreement in principle between Quebéc and 

Ontario is a publication by the Quebéc Ministère des Transports.  The paper outlines the 

agreement in principle between the two provinces which harmonizes load and size limits for 

heavy vehicles (Quebéc Ministère des Transports 2000) 

 

Highway Safety Performance Criteria In Support of Vehicle Weight and Dimension Regulations: 

Candidate Criteria & Recommended Thresholds is published by North American Free Trade 

Agreement Land Transportation Standards Subcommittee.  This draft report is discusses safety 

implications of changing truck size, weight and configuration (NAFTA 1999).  

 

Future Transportation Developments in the U.S./Canada/Mexico Grains/Livestock Subsector 

under NAFTA and WTO in Proceedings of the Fourth Agriculture and Food Policy Systems 

Information Workshop help April 22-25, 1998. R.M.A. Loyns, Ronald D. Knutson, and Karl 

Meilke, eds. Winnipeg, Canada: Friesen Printers, December 1998.The study concludes that 

inconsistencies in vehicle weights and dimensions and restrictions on cabotage activity add to the 

cost of  movements across borders (Prentice and Wilson  1998). 

 

Minnesota Shippers and State Truck Size/Weight Regulations, a April 1997 staff paper of the 

University of Minnesota Department of  Applied Economics and College of Agricultural, Food, 

and Environment.  This is a study to determine the extent to which major shippers, the clients of 

commercial motor carriers, feel constrained by truck size and weight regulations in Minnesota 

(Mussell and Fruin 1997). 

 

 

U. S.  Department of Transportation Studies 
 

Federal Highway Administration 

Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Study was first comprehensive examination of issues 

surrounding current Federal truck size and weight limits and the potential impact of changes to 

the limits since 1981. This study noted the gradual increase in trailer length and overweight 

permits being issued by States (U.S. DOT 2000). 

 

Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight (TS&W Study) This study was a summary of  a three 

phase study using a series of working papers to do a comprehensive analysis of truck size and 

weight issues over the previous 30 years (U.S. DOT 1995) 

 

Documentation of Truck Size and Weight Regulations  (Working Paper 14). This paper 

documented the truck size and weight regulations in each state (U.S. DOT 1995) 

 

The Effects of TS & W Regulations on Truck Travel and Mode Share (Working Paper 9).   

This paper provides researchers with as much information about estimating the effects of 

potential policy changes on usage of alternative truck configurations and on modal 

diversion as was practical to gather in the limited time frame. 
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Permits and Pricing Mechanisms and Truck Size and Weight Regulations (Working 

Paper 13).  This paper addresses the argument that the most promising approach to 

achieve improvements in motor carrier productivity and safety is through improved 

permit systems. 
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V.  COMPARISON OF STATE LAWS REGARDING TRUCK HEIGHT 
AND WIDTH 

 

Although width does not differ among the five states, maximum height does vary from 

state to state, potentially posing difficulties for commercial vehicles traveling throughout the 

region. 

 

HEIGHT AND WIDTH STATUTES 
 

Tables 5.1 and 5.2 demonstrate the consistencies and inconsistencies in the height and 

width statutes throughout the five-state region. While the height limitation does vary among the 

five states, the width limitation does not. 

 

Height 

The maximum height limitation in the five states in the region varies to some extent, 

likely due to the absence of federal regulation in this area. 

 

Table 5.1ðMaximum Height 
State Statutory Authority  Maximum 

Height (feet) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.456 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 
13.5 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 

169.81(a) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

13.5 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,289(1) (2002) 
14.5 

North Dakota N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-

12-04(2)(a) (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

14 

South Dakota S.D.C.L. § 32-22-14 

(2004) 
14 

Federal 

Minimum  

N/A None 
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While Minnesota and Iowa only allow for a maximum height of 13 feet 6 inches, Nebraska 

allows 14 feet 6 inches. Therefore, legislation involving height may need to be harmonized 

because the limitation differs by one full foot throughout the states in the region. It is interesting 

to note that even though each state in the region has established a maximum height limit, each 

highwayôs bridges and overpasses need not comply with that height limit. Instead, commercial 

drivers are responsible for seeking alternate routes if bridges or overpasses are below the height 

restriction established by statute in each state.  

 

Width 

The width for all commercial vehicles is established by federal regulation at 8 feet 6 

inches (102 inches). No state may allow a higher or lower maximum width than 8.5 feet. 

Therefore, it does not appear that legislation needs to be harmonized in this area. There are many 

exceptions for vehicle width, however, which are examined in the next section.  

Table 5.2ðMaximum Width 

State Statutory Authority  Maximum Width 

(feet) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.454 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

8.5 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.80 

(2)(a) (2001 & Supp. 

2006) 

8.5 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,288(1) (2002) 

8.5 

North Dakota N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-

12-04(1) (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

8.5 

South Dakota S.D.C.L. § 32-22-3 

(2004 & Supp. 2005) 

8.5 

Federal Minimum  23 C.F.R. § 658.15 

(2005) 

8.5 (the width 

limitation may not be 

more or less than 102 

inches) 
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EXCEPTIONS 
 

Tables 5.3 and 5.4 illustrate the various exceptions each state allows for maximum height 

and width. These exceptions apply primarily to utility and agricultural vehicles.  

Height 

Table 5.3ðHeight Exceptions 
State Statutory authority  Type of Vehicle Maximum 

Height 

(feet) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.456 (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

A vehicle or combination of vehicles coupled 

together and used exclusively for the 

transportation of passenger vehicles, light 

delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickup 

trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis 

14 

IOWA CODE § 321.456 (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

Vehicles with over-dimensional permit 14 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.81(1)(b) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Double-decker bus 14.25 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,289(1)(a) 

(2002) 

Combines or vehicles transporting combines 

driven during the daylight hours 

15.5 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,289(1)(b) 

(2002) 

Livestock forage vehicles 18 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,289(1)(c) 

(2002) 

 

Farm equipment or implements of husbandry 

being driven, picked up, or delivered during 

daylight hours by farm equipment dealers  

15.5 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,289(1)(d) 

(2002) 

Rubber-tired crane with a fixed load None 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(2)(a)ï

(d) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Implements of husbandry driven by a farmer 

during the daylight hours for no more than 60 

miles (not on an interstate highway) 

15.5 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-14 (2004) Farm machinery None 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-14 (2004) Fire department vehicles None 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-14 (2004) Vehicles transporting baled hay 14.25 

 

Many of the exceptions to the height limitations are designed to facilitate the transportation of 

farm equipment and machinery short distances throughout a state or to the state from bordering 

states. Minnesota does not offer any exceptions to its height limitation even though it has the 

lowest maximum heightð13 feet 6 inches. This may pose a problem for commercial drivers; 

however, the issue is probably readily resolved with an over-dimensional permit, which will be 

examined later.  
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Width 

         The exceptions to the width limitations in each state exist primarily to benefit local farmers 

moving farm machinery and equipment or vehicles moving construction equipment. These 

exceptions differ vastly from state to state within the region, likely posing problems for local 

farmers who must travel into bordering states.  

 

Table 5.4ðWidth Exceptions 
State Statutory authority  Type of Vehicle Maximum 

Width 

(feet) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.454 (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

An implement of husbandry carrying hay, 

straw, or stover 

None 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.80(2)(a) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

A vehicle owned by a political subdivision 

and used exclusively for the purpose of 

handling sewage sludge from sewage 

treatment facilities to farm fields or disposal 

sites
1
 

12 

M INN. STAT. § 169.80(2)(c) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

A low bed trailer or equipment dolly, and the 

load, used exclusively for transporting farm 

machinery and construction equipment 

(permit required for operation on NN) 

9 

M INN. STAT. § 169.80 (2)(d) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Passenger motor bus, operated exclusively in 

a city or contiguous cities in the state 

9 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(a) 

(2002) 

Farm equipment in temporary movement, 

during daylight hours or during hours of 

darkness with clearance lights, in the normal 

course of farm operations 

None 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(b) 

(2002) 

Combines in the normal course of farm 

operations and while being driven during 

daylight hours or during hours of darkness 

with clearance lights 

18 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(c) 

(2002) 

Combines in the normal course of farm 

operations driven during daylight hours for 

distances of twenty-five miles or less on 

highways and while preceded by a well-

lighted pilot vehicle or flagperson, or during 

hours of darkness with clearance lights 

None 

                                                 
1
 The vehicle ñmay not transport sludge for distances greater than 15 miles, nor may it be used for transportation of 

sewage sludge or return travel between the hours of sunset and sunrise, . . .ò  M INN. STAT. § 169.80(2)(b) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006).   
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NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(d) 

(2002) 

Combines and vehicles used in transporting 

combines or other implements of husbandry
 2
 

15 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(e) 

(2002) 

Farm equipment dealers hauling, driving, 

delivering, or picking up farm equipment, 

including portable livestock buildings not 

exceeding fourteen feet in width, or 

implements of husbandry
 3
 

14 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(f) 

(2002) 

Livestock forage vehicles loaded or unloaded 

that comply with subsection (2) of section 60-

6,305 

18 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(g) 

(2002) 

Vehicles en route to pick up, delivering, or 

returning unloaded from delivery of baled 

livestock forage (including load)
 4
 

12 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(h) 

(2002) 

Mobile homes or prefabricated livestock 

buildings
 5
 

16 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,288(2)(i) 

(2002) 

A rubber-tired crane with a fixed load None 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(1)(a) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Construction and building contractorsô 

equipment and vehicles used to transport such 

equipment 

10 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(1)(b) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Implements of husbandry being moved by 

resident farmers, ranchers dealers, or 

manufacturers
 6
 

None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(1)(c) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Hay in the stack or bale being moved along 

the extreme right edge of a roadway between 

by someone other than a commercial mover
 7
 

None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(1)(d) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Commercial movement of haystacks or hay 

bales; self-propelled fertilizer spreaders and 

self-propelled agricultural chemical 

applicators, whether operating under their 

own power or being transported by another 

vehicle; portable grain cleaners; forage 

harvesters; and hay grinders, which may be 

moved on the highway 

None 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-3.2 (2004) Any farm implement may exceed the width 

limitations if the equipment has flashing or 

rotating white or amber warning lights placed 

at each side of the equipment's widest 

extremity
 8
 

None 

 

                                                 
2
 For operation during daylight hours only.  

 
3
 For operation during daylight hours only. 

 
4
 For operation during daylight hours only. 

 
5
 For operation during daylight hours only. 

 
6
 For operation during daylight hours only. 

 
7
 For operation during daylight hours only. 

 
8
 For operation during daylight hours only. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The harmonization of height limitations among the five states will facilitate more 

efficient commercial travel through Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South 

Dakota. The exceptions to height limitations in each state are very few and likely do not create 

problems for commercial or farm vehicles traveling from state to state. However, the width 

exceptions are numerous and vary greatly from state to state. The differences in the over 

dimensional height and width allowance among the states may be burdensome for farmers or 

other vehicles that are required to travel into bordering states. This problem may be alleviated, 

however, in states that allow over dimensional farm vehicles to travel predetermined distances 

within their borders. 

Since there is no federal regulation on height, states are free to set any height they choose 

on the interstate system in each state.  This allows for differing height regulations for interstate 

travel among the five states in the region.  Width is specifically set by the C.F.R. at no more or 

less than 8 ½ feet.  Because no deviation is allowed from that number, width regulations for 

interstates in the five-state region do not vary at all.  
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VI.  ANALYSIS OF STATE LAWS GOVERNING TRUCK LENGTH 

 

 
SINGLE TRAILER/SEMITRAILER & DRIVEAWAY SADDLEMOUNT COMBINATIONS 
 

Table 6.1 illustrates the varying length limitations for single trailers or semitrailers and 

driveaway saddlemount combinations in the five-state region of Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 

North Dakota, and South Dakota.  

Table 6.1ðMaximum Length 
State Statutory Authority  

 

Single 

Semitrailer (feet) 

in a Truck 

Tractor -

Semitrailer 

Combination 

Single Trailer 

(feet) in a Truck 

Tractor -

Semitrailer-

Trailer 

Combination 

Driveaway 

saddlemount 

combinations 

Trailer Overall 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 

321.457 (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

53 28.5 None 75 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 

169.81 (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

48 

(53 if the distance 

from the kingpin 

to the centerline 

of the rear axle 

group of the 

semitrailer does 

not exceed 43 

feet) 

28.5 75 75 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 

60-6,290 (2002) 

53 None 65 75 

North Dakota N.D.CENT. CODE § 

39-12-04 (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

53 None 110 None 

South Dakota S.D.C.L. § 32-22-8.1; 

32-22-11 (2004) 

53 28.5 81.5 75 

Federal 

Minimum  

23 C.F.R. § 

658.13(b)(1), (2) & 

(5); (e)(1)(iii) (2005) 

48 28 (28.5 

if in 

operation 

before 

Dec. 1, 

1982) 

None 75 

 

Regarding length limitations on driveaway saddlemount combinations, the states may soon be 

adopting the new federal allowance of 97 feet. 
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Single Trailer/Semitrailer 

In examining Table 6.1, the maximum length allowance for a single trailer or semitrailer 

combination in all states in the five-state region, with the exception of Minnesota, is 53 feet, 

which departs upward from the federal minimum length by 5 feet.  However, in Minnesota the 

maximum length increases to 53 feet if the distance from the kingpin to the middle of the rear 

axle group of the commercial vehicle is less than 43 feet. Thus, there does not appear to be any 

need to harmonize legislation among the five states in relation to maximum length of single 

trailers and semitrailers.  

 

Driveaway Saddlemount Combinations 

       Driveaway saddlemount combinations,
9
 in which one truck tractor tows another truck tractor 

(or more) via mounting the front of the second truck-tractor directly to a saddlemount on the first 

truck-tractor, are allowed an overall length of 75 feet in four states in the region, and have no 

specified overall length in North Dakota. Thus, the harmonization of legislation regarding these 

combinations likely will not be an issue in our project. Figure 6.1 illustrates how driveaway 

saddlemount combinations work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
9
 ñA saddlemount combination is a combination of vehicles in which a truck or truck tractor tows one or more trucks 

or truck tractors, each connected by a saddle to the frame or fifth wheel of the vehicle in front of it. The saddle is a 

mechanism that connects the front axle of the towed vehicle to the frame or fifth wheel of the vehicle in front and 

functions like a fifth wheel kingpin connection. When two vehicles are towed in this manner the combination is 

called a double saddlemount combination. When three vehicles are towed in this manner, the combination is called a 

triple saddlemount combination.ò  http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rules- regulations/administration/fmcsr/658.5.htm.   
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Figure 6.1ðDriveaway Saddlemount Combination10
 

 

 
EXCEPTIONS 
 

The divergence among the statesô length regulations lies primarily in the exceptions to 

the single truck tractor-trailer/semitrailer 53-foot maximum length limitation, as illustrated in 

Table 6.2.  

 

Table 6.2ðLength Exceptions 
State Statutory Authority  Vehicle Type Maximum Length 

(feet) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.457(2)(e) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles operating within the 

corporate limits of a city in an abutting 

state 

That city/stateôs 

maximum length 

IOWA CODE § 321.457(2)(f) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Single tractor-trailer hauling passenger 

vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel 

delivery trucks, pickup trucks, 

recreational vehicle chassis, or boats 

May extend 3 feet 

beyond the front 

bumper of the power 

unit and up to 4 feet 

beyond the rear bumper 

of the trailer or semi-

trailer 

IOWA CODE § 321.457(2)(f) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

ñLowboyò semitrailer hauling 

construction equipment 

57 

IOWA CODE § 321.457(3) (1997 

& Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles transporting  poles, pipe, 

machinery, or other objects of a 

structural nature 

None 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.81(3)(b)(1) & 

(2) 

Vehicles transporting telephone poles, 

electric light and power poles, piling, 

or pole-length pulpwood; or pipe or 

other objects by a public utility when 

required for emergency or repair of 

public service facilities or when 

operated under special permits 

None 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60- Single tractor- trailer combination None 

                                                 
10

 http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rules- regulations/administration/fmcsr/658.5.htm.   
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6,290(1)(a)(iii) (2002) registered before December 1, 1982 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,290(1)(b)(i) (2002) 

Single tractor-trailer hauling 

implements of husbandry 

75 (truck and trailer) 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,290(2)(d) (2002) 

Unbaled livestock forage vehicles Not specified 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,290(2)(e) (2002) 

Vehicles hauling public utility or other 

construction and maintenance material 

and equipment 

None 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,290(2)(f) (2002) 

Farm equipment dealers within the 

same county where dealer maintains 

None 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(3)(e) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Single tractor-trailer combination 

registered before July 1, 1987 

60 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(4)(a) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Building moving equipment None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(4)(b) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Emergency tow trucks towing disabled 

lawful combinations 

None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(4)(c) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles and equipment owned and 

operated by the armed forces of the 

U.S. or the N.D. national guard 

None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(4)(d) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Structural material of telephone, 

power, and telegraph companies 

None 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

04(4)(e) (1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Truck-mounted haystack moving 

equipment 

56 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-12.3 (2004) Vehicles transporting vehicles of 

husbandry (these, however, are not 

allowed on the federal highway 

system) 

100 

 

These exceptions generally fall into two categoriesðcommodity exceptions and grandfathered 

vehicle exceptions. Most of the exceptions to the length regulations are commodity exceptions, 

in which the maximum length varies depending on the commodity that the vehicle is 

transporting. Vehicles transporting farming equipment, livestock, implements of husbandry, 

construction or building equipment, or other material may be exempt or constitute an exception 

to the length limits in the various states. In both Nebraska and North Dakota, vehicles registered 

before a designated date are excepted from the 53-foot length limitation. These vehicles have 

been grandfathered in if registered before the specified date. Iowa, Nebraska, and North Dakota 

have numerous exceptions, whereas South Dakota and Minnesota do not.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

Maximum length limitations for single trailers/semitrailers among the states in the region 

do not appear to be an issue that needs to be addressed in our project. The varying length statutes 

for truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combinations, however, may need to be harmonized, along 

with all the various regulatory exceptions of each state.  It is important to note that most of these 

regulations apply only on the federal highway system or on four-lane state highways. Traveling 

on other roadways in each state would require a permit (something that we will be examining 

later).  

Overall length is set by federal statute for the interstate system.  According to the C.F.R, 

a state may not impose a length limitation of less than 48 feet on truck tractor-semitrailer 

combinations on interstate highways. Most states deviate upward from this length requirement, 

however, and set a maximum length of 53 feet for semitrailers that travel on the interstate 

system.  For instance, Minnesota generally allows a length limitation of 48 feet, but does allow 

53 feet if the distance from the kingpin to the centerline of the rear axle group of the semitrailer 

does not exceed 43 feet.   
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VII.  DISPARITIES AMONG STATE REGULATIONS ON WEIGHT 
 

 

WEIGHT AND AXLE RESTRICTIONS 
 

Table 7.1 demonstrates the maximum gross weight allowed per axle and total gross 

weight (total of all axles) allowed in Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South 

Dakota. The gross weight for federal highways in each state corresponds to the federal maximum 

of 80,000 pounds.  

 
Gross Weight 
 

Table 7.1ðMaximum Gross Weight 
State Statutory 

Authority  

 Maximum Gross Weight (lbs.)  

Single 

Wheel
11

 

Single 

Axle
12

 

Tandem 

Axle
13

 

Tridem 

Axle
14

 

Gross 

Vehicle 

Weight
15

 

Iowa IOWA CODE 

§ 321.463 

(1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

Not 

specified 

20,000 34,000 42,500 80,000 

                                                 
11

  Single wheel is defined as ñtwo or more wheels with centers less than 48 inches apart on an axle.ò  M INN. STAT. § 

169.822(4) (2001 & Supp. 2006). 

 
12

  Single axle weight is ñthe total weight transmitted to the road by all wheels whose centers may be included 

between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle.ò  23 

C.F.R. § 658.5 (2005). 

   
13

  A tandem axle is defined as two or more consecutive axles with centers spaced at least ñ40 inches and not more 

than 96 inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle.ò  Id. 

   
14

  A tridem axle is defined as three consecutive axles spaced not more than 9 feet apart.  M INN. STAT. § 169.822(7) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006).  These figures were taken from each stateôs Gross Weight Table.  See IOWA CODE § 

321.463(5) (1997 & Supp. 2005); MINN. STAT. § 169.824 (2001 & Supp. 2006); NEB. REV. STAT. § 60ð6294 (2002 

& Supp. 2005); North Dakota Highway Patrol, North Dakota Weight Limitations Chart, NDHP 921 (Nov. 2005), 

http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/pdf/permits/ndhp921.pdf; South Dakota Highway Patrol, Bridge Gross Weight Table, 

http://hp.state.sd.us/weighttable.htm.  Note that the limits are slightly different if using the bridge weight formula 

(e.g., using the bridge weight formula for a tandem axle with axles spaced 9 feet apart would yield a limitation of 

42,750 pounds, whereas the maximum weight on North Dakotaôs bridge weight table for axles spaced 9 feet apart is 

43,000 pounds). 

     
15

 The maximum gross vehicle weight allowable on any federal highway in any state is 80,000 pounds.  23 C.F.R. § 

658.17(b) (2005). 
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Minnesota M INN. STAT. 

§§ 169.823; 

169.824 

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

9,000 18,000 34,000 43,000 80,000
16

  

Nebraska NEB. REV. 

STAT.  § 60-

6,294 (2002 

& Supp. 

2005) 

10,000 20,000 34,000 42,500 95,000 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. 

CODE § 39-

12-05 (1997) 

10,000
17

 20,000
18

 34,000
19

 43,000 105,500 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 

32-22-16 

(2004 & 

Supp. 2005) 

Not 

specified 

20,000 34,000
20

 43,000 129,000
21

 

Federal  23 C.F.R. § 

658.17(b) 

(2005) 

Not 

specified 

20,000 34,000 42,750 80,000 

 

Commercial vehicles will encounter minimal variance in the weight limitations among the states 

in the region when traveling on the federal highway system. Although the gross weight limit for 

tandem axles is uniform among the states, the limit for tridem axles varies by 500 pounds, which 

may create problems for commercial vehicles traveling from state to state in the region. This area 

of the legislation may need harmonization.  

                                                 
16

  Weight limit is 80,000 lbs. on state highways designated in  M INN. STAT. § 160.02.  The weight limit on all other 

city, county, and township roads is 73,280.  MINN. STAT. § 169.824 (2006).  

   
17

  This weight limitation applies only if axles are spaced under 40 inches apart; if they are spaced more than 40 

inches apart, then the maximum is 8,500 pounds.  N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-05 (1997). 

   
18

  This applies only if axles are spaced less than 40 inches apart; if they are spaced more than 40 inches apart, then 

the maximum is 17,000 pounds.  Id. 

   
19

  This applies if the first and last axles in the group are at least 36 feet apart.  Id. 

   
20

  This applies only if the distance between the first and last axles of consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or 

more.  S.D.C.L. § 32-22-16 (2004 & Supp. 2005). 

   
21

  The maximum allowed by South Dakotaôs length limitation using South Dakota Highway Patrolôs Bridge Gross 

Weight Table, http://hp.state.sd.us/weighttable.htm.   
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The maximum gross weight allowed on non-designated state highways varies substantially.  

Trucks traveling on state or local highways from one state to another will encounter drastic 

variances in the maximum allowable weight limitations in each state. With the exception of 

Minnesotaôs city, county, or township roads, however, all of the weight limitations on non-

interstate highways in the five states are equal to or greater than the weight limitation on federal 

highways. Therefore, a commercial vehicle traveling on a non-designated highway to load or 

unload cargo that has or will be hauled on an interstate highway should not be in danger of 

exceeding the weight limitation.  

 

Exemptions 

Tables 7.2 and 7.3 illustrate the exceptions to the maximum weight allowance in each of 

the five states in the region. They are separated into two categoriesðcommodity exemptions and 

other special exemptions. It is important to note that most of these exemptions either require a 

permit or do not apply to travel on interstate highways.  

Table 7.2ðCommodity Exemptions 
State Statutory Authority  Commodity                                             Maximum Weight (lbs.) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321.453 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Fire apparatus; road 

maintenance equipment 

used for a contract with any 

state or local authority; 

implements of husbandry  

None 

IOWA CODE § 321.463(4) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Fence-line feeder; grain cart; 

or tank wagon 

96,000
22

  

IOWA CODE § 

321.463(4)(b)(1) (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

Tracked implements of 

husbandry 

96,000 

                                                 
22

  Not to exceed 24,000 pounds on any one axle between February 1 and May 31, or 28,000 pounds on any one axle 

between June 1 and January 31.  IOWA CODE § 321.463(4)(b) (1997 & Supp. 2005).   
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IOWA CODE § 321.463(6) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles hauling livestock May exceed the maximum 

weight on any one axle, as 

long as the maximum 

weight is not exceeded for 

any group of axles 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.8261 

(2001 & Supp. 2006) 

Vehicles hauling raw or 

unfinished forest products, 

including wood chips
 
 

90,000 (98,000 during 

seasonal increases) 

M INN. STAT. § 169.826(1a) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006)  

Vehicles hauling sugar 

beets, carrots, and potatoes 

(during harvest season) 

88,000 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6301(2) (2002) 

Any vehicle carrying 

livestock 

May exceed the maximum 

weight on any axle or group 

of axles if the first and last 

axle are 6 feet apart or less 

and the excess is due to a 

shift in the load 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6301(4) (2002) 

Any vehicle hauling a load 

that may shift during 

transport  

May exceed the maximum 

weight on any axle or group 

of axles by 5% 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6301(5) (2002) 

Any motor vehicle, 

semitrailer, or trailer 

carrying grain or other 

seasonally harvested 

products from point of 

harvest to point of storage or 

sale (within 70 miles from 

point of harvest) 

May exceed the maximum 

weight on any tandem axle, 

group of axles, and gross 

weight by 15%  

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

05.3(4) (1997 & Supp. 

2005)            

Vehicle hauling agricultural 

products from point of 

harvest to point of first 

unloading (by permit only) 

105,500 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

05.3(5) (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

Vehicle hauling sugar beets 

or potatoes from July 15 to 

Dec. 1 (by permit only) 

105,500 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-

05.3(6) (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

Self-propelled fertilizer 

spreader or agricultural 

chemical applicator
 
 

22,000 on any single axle
23

 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-42.2 

(2004) 

Vehicle hauling agricultural 

products from a combine to 

the point of first unloading
24 

 

May exceed the weight limit 

by 10% 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-42.9 

(2004) 

 

Tractor-towed or truck-

mounted haystack mover
 
  

84,000  

 

 

                                                 
23

  Not to exceed 550 pounds per inch of tire width.  N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-05.3(6) (1997 & Supp. 2005).   

   
24

  Not to exceed 50 mph or travel further than 50 miles from point of harvest.  S.D.C.L. § 32-22-42.2 (2004). 
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Table 7.3ðOther Special Exemptions 
State Statutory Authority  Other Special Exemptions 

Type of vehicle Maximum Weight (lbs.) 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321E.7(1) 

(2005) 

Cranes temporarily moved 

on streets, roads, or 

highways 

126,000
25

 

IOWA CODE § 321E.7(1) 

(2005) 

Construction vehicles 

temporarily moved on 

streets, roads, or highways 

126,000
26

  

IOWA CODE § 321.453 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Fire apparatus or road 

maintenance equipment 

used in the performance of 

a contract with any state or 

local authority 

None 

IOWA CODE § 321.463(7) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

A vehicle transporting raw 

materials from a borrow 

site to construction project 

or transporting raw 

materials from a 

construction project
27

 

The weight of any one 

axle, including a tandem 

axle, may exceed the 

maximum by 10%, as 

long as the gross weight 

for that group of axles is 

not exceeded 

IOWA CODE § 321.463(9) 

(1997 & Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles towing disabled 

vehicles  

None 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.80(e) Fire apparatus vehicle None 

M INN. STAT. § 

169.829(1)ï(2) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Tow truck towing a 

disabled vehicle or a city 

vehicle operating 

exclusively within city 

limits 

None 

M INN. STAT. § 

169.829(3) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Utility vehicles Limited to 20,000 pounds 

per axle 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,294(10) (2002 & Supp. 

2005) 

Rubber tired crane with a 

fixed load 

None 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,297 (2002 & Supp. 

2005) 

A tow truck towing a 

disabled vehicle  

None  

 

                                                 
25

  Not to exceed 24,000 pounds per single axle.  IOWA CODE § 321E.7(1) (2005). 

   
26

  Not to exceed 36,000 pounds per single axle on vehicles equipped with 26.5 x 25 inch pneumatic tires; not to 

exceed 20,000 pounds per single axle on vehicles equipped with 18 x 25 inch pneumatic tires.  IOWA CODE § 

321E.7(1) (2005).  

  
27

  The permit vehicle may not be operated on the federal highway system.  IOWA CODE § 321.463(7) (2005).  
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NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,301(3) (2002) 

Any vehicle used for the 

collection and compaction 

of trash 

May exceed the maximum 

gross weight on any one 

axle or group of axles by 

20% (must not exceed the 

overall gross weight 

limitation)
 P
 

North 

Dakota 

N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-

12-05.3(4) (1997 & 

Supp. 2005) 

Vehicles hauling solid 

waste (by permit only)
 

105,500 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. §  32-22-30.1 

(2004) 

Construction vehicles and 

equipment 

None 

S.D.C.L. §  32-22-42.10 

(2004) 

Vehicles hauling solid 

waste 

5% increase on any axle 

(but not exceeding total 

gross weight of 80,000 

lbs.) 

S.D.C.L. §  32-22-46 

(2004) 

National defense vehicles None 

S.D.C.L. §  32-22-62 

(2004) 

Tow truck towing disabled 

vehicle to point of first 

unloading 

88,000 

 

The commodities exemptions usually only apply to travel from the point of harvest to the point 

of first unloading. Vehicles hauling exempted commodities must comply with speed restrictions 

and safety precautions, and may only travel between sunrise and sunset. With the exception of 

National Defense Vehicles, none of the other exempted vehicles in South Dakota are allowed to 

travel on the federal highway system. In fact, most of the other exemptions do not apply to 

vehicles traveling on interstate highways in the other four states in the region, either. In addition, 

many of these exceptions still require an overweight permit in order to take effect.  
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Weight Restrictions on Bridges/Overpasses:  The Bridge Weight Formula 

Every state imposes weight restrictions on bridges using a mathematical formula called 

the Gross Bridge Weight Formula (or ñBridge Formula Bò from Title 23 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations), which ensures that the weight of a vehicle is distributed evenly to each axle or 

group of axles in order to minimize stress on bridges and overpasses. This formula is  W = 500 

[LN/(N -1) + 12N + 36], where W equals maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of 

more than one axle; L equals distance in feet between the extremes of any group of consecutive 

axles; and N equals number of axles in the group under consideration.  

 

Axle Configuration 

The Bridge Weight Formula is the basis for each stateôs gross weight table, which allows 

an operator to easily determine what the vehicleôs maximum gross weight will be depending on 

the number of axles, the distance between axles, and the weight carried by each axle. This 

formula is set out in Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and varies only in the 

maximum gross weight allowed on non-interstate highways or by permit.  

Minnesota disallows more than four axles on any single vehicle or vehicle in a 

combination unless the extra axle is a steering or castering axle. None of the other statesô statutes 

limits the number of axles allowed on a single vehicle or a vehicle in a combination.  

There is no federal regulation regarding retractable (or variable load) axles; however, 

some of the states in the region do regulate retractable axles. In Iowa, Minnesota, and South 

Dakota, for example, a vehicle with retractable axles may not operate on a federal highway 

unless the weight on that axle is only able to be adjusted manually and is not accessible to the 

driver while operating the vehicle. In Nebraska, these are referred to as ñdummy axles,ò but no 
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such limitation is placed on them. Instead, the Nebraska statute only mandates that dummy axles 

will not be considered in determining weight. North Dakotaôs statutes make no mention of 

retractable axles.  

 

Procedures for Removal of Overweight Load 

If a vehicle is overweight, and the load is divisible, the operator must remove the portion 

of the load that is over the weight limit. The five states have similar procedures for the removal 

of the excess load. In most cases, the vehicle must be unloaded in a suitable location chosen by 

the officer, and the owner/operator is responsible for the unloading and for the care of the excess 

load. There are some exceptions, however. In Nebraska, for example, if the vehicle is overweight 

by 5% or less, it may continue on until the next scheduled stop on the truckôs itinerary until the 

excess is unloaded. In North Dakota, any vehicle exceeding the weight limit having traveled on 

any highway in the State may be impounded and taken to a warehouse for storage or the driver 

may merely be required to unload the excess weight. In South Dakota, an officer may issue an 

overweight permit that allows the owner/operator to drive to a designated destination where the 

excess can be unloaded.  Despite these minor exceptions, the procedures for unloading the excess 

cargo in the five states in the region are very similar, and the legislation most likely does not 

need to be harmonized.  
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TIRE LOAD 

Table 7.4 shows the maximum tire load in each of the five states in the region.  

Table 7.4ðMaximum Tire Load 
State Statutory 

Authority  

Pneumatic Tire Load (ppi) 

Steering axle Non-steering axle 

Iowa None None None 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. 

§169.823(3)(i) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) 

600 (max 2) 500 

Nebraska None None None 

North Dakota N.D.CENT. CODE 

§ 39-12-05(1) 

(1997)  

550 550 

South Dakota S.D.C.L. § 32-22-

21 (2004) 

600
28

 500 

 

The maximum tire load is the same for both Minnesota and South Dakota at 600 pounds per inch 

of tire width on a steering axle and 500 pounds per inch on a non-steering axle. North Dakota 

seems to split the difference, allowing 550 pounds per inch on either type of axle. The statutes in 

neither Iowa nor Nebraska address tire load. In South Dakota, there is a different tire load for a 

solid or cushioned rubber tires and for metal-wheeled vehiclesð400 pounds per inch of tire 

width. No other state mentions the maximum tire load on either solid or cushioned rubber tires or 

metal wheeled vehicles. Thus, the legislation regarding tire load may need to be harmonized. A 

vehicle traveling from South Dakota to North Dakota may exceed the maximum tire load for a 

steering axle in North Dakota by as much as 50 pounds per inch of tire width.   

 

 

 

                                                 
28

 Or an axle equipped with dual tires.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

The federal weight limitation on interstate highways is 80,000 pounds per vehicle, or 

20,000 lbs. per single axle.  Thus, the weight limitations on interstate highways across the 

various states are generally uniform at the federal maximum weight of 80,000 pounds.
29

  

According to 23 C.F.R. § 658.17(b) (2005), lower weight limits may apply, for instance, where 

such limits are dictated by bridge formula.  However, the five states are very similar in their 

bridge weight limitations and in their procedures for the removal of overweight load, so there is 

relatively little need for harmonization in this area. Another weight deviation that might occur on 

the interstate system is discussed in the LCV portion of the study.  For instance, relating to state 

limits previously in existence, 23 CFR §658.17(i) (2005) provides that weights legally authorized 

under state law on July 1, 1956 would be grandfathered.  Therefore, certain truck types (for 

example - LCVs) that were in effect prior to the implementation of the Federal Interstate System 

on July 1, 1956 could still be allowed. 

Contrary to the fairly uniform weight limits on the interstate system, the maximum 

weight allowed on state and local highways varies substantially among the region and poses real 

problems for vehicles traveling from one state to another. Furthermore, all states have numerous 

statutory exemptions regarding weight restrictions on their highways.  In addition, the permitting 

process for obtaining these exemptions varies greatly among the states. 

 

 

                                                 
29

 See 23 C.F.R. Ä 658.17(f) (2005)  ñStates may not enforce on the Interstate System vehicle weight limits of less 

than 20,000 pounds on a single axle, 34,000 pounds on a tandem axle, or the weights derived from the Bridge 

Formula, up to a maximum of 80,000 pounds, including all enforcement tolerances.ò 
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VIII.  COMPARISON OF LONGER COMBINATION VEHICLES (LCV) 
LAWS 

 

 

LCV ALLOWANCES 

           This section contains a state by state summarization of the laws that govern the use of 

longer combination vehicles, commonly referred to as LCVs.  LCV combinations differ: they 

include the Rocky Mountain Double, the Turnpike Double, and the Triple-Trailer Combination. 

Not all of these combinations are allowed in the five states in the region, and the regulations 

regarding weight and length of LCVs differs greatly, as well.  

Table 8.1ðLCV Allowances 
State Statutory 

Authority  

Rocky Mountain 

Double 

Turnpike Double Triple -Trailer 

Combination 

Iowa 23 U.S.C. § 

127(d)(1)(F) 

(2005)
30

 

On I-29 between 

Sioux City and the 

South Dakota 

border; on I-129 

between Sioux 

City and the 

Nebraska border
31

 

On I-29 between 

Sioux City and the 

South Dakota 

border; on I-129 

between Sioux 

City and the 

Nebraska border
32

 

On I-29 between 

Sioux City and the 

South Dakota 

border; on I-129 

between Sioux 

City and the 

Nebraska border
33

 

                                                 
30

 Iowa state law does not allow LCVs.  However, due to what has been termed the ñISTEA LCV Freeze,ò LCVs are 

allowed in Iowa, from Sioux City to Nebraska and South Dakota.  Review of Selected Truck Size & Weight Laws 

and Practices Elsewhere, Memorandum, MNDOT Truck Size and Weight Project (Sept. 27, 2005), at 9 (ñThe 

Federal ñLCV Freezeò allows limited operation of double and triple trailer LCVs in Iowa[,] . . . [which] may operate 

on Interstate and National Network (NN) systems within the city limits of Sioux City to/from South Dakota (at up to 

100 ft. in trailer length and 129,000 GVW) and Nebraska (at up to 65 ft. in trailer length and 95,000 GVW).ò).  The 

freeze is described on the Federal Highway Administration website: 

ISTEA is an acronym for Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991. It imposed 

two separate freezes: (1) on the maximum weight of longer combination vehicles, which consist of 

any combination of a truck tractor and two or more trailers or semitrailers which operate on the 

Interstate System at a gross weight over 80,000 pounds; and (2) on the overall length of the cargo 

carrying units of combination vehicles with two or more such units where one or both exceed 28.5 

feet in length on the National Network. The maximum weight of longer combination vehicles and 

the maximum length of the cargo carrying units of combination vehicles is the weight or length in 

actual and legal operation in a State on June 1, 1991, as documented in appendix C to 23 CFR 

658. Also frozen were the routes and conditions in effect on June 1, 1991, for vehicle 

combinations subject to the freeze, as shown in appendix C to 23 CFR 658.  

Federal Highway Administration, Freight Management and Operations, Questions and Answers About Vehicle Size 

and Weight, at http://vsw.fhwa.dot.gov/qa/qa.jsp?category=23%20CFR%20658.23#S0-149.   

   
31

 Only applies to LCVs that were not in operation on June 1, 1991. 23 U.S.C. § 127(d)(1)(F) (2005).   

 
32

 Only applies to LCVs that were not in operation on June 1, 1991. 23 U.S.C. § 127(d)(1)(F) (2005).   
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Minnesota N/A Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 

60-6,292 (2002 & 

Supp. 2005) 

On National 

System of 

Interstate and 

Defense Highways 

only
34

 

On National 

System of 

Interstate and 

Defense Highways 

only
 35

 

On National 

System of 

Interstate and 

Defense Highways 

only
 36

 

North Dakota N.D. CENT. CODE 

§§ 39-12-02(3)(h); 

39-12-04(3)(c) & 

(d) (1997 & Supp. 

2005) 

On designated 

secondary 

highways
37

 

On designated 

secondary 

highways
38

 

On designated 

secondary 

highways
39

 

South Dakota S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65 

(2005)
40

 

On Interstate 

highways and 

routes approved by 

the Department of 

Transportation 

On Interstate 

highways and 

routes approved by 

the Department of 

Transportation 

On Interstate 

highways and 

routes approved by 

the Department of 

Transportation 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(1) 

(2005) 

U.S. Highway 281 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

the intersection of 

U.S. Highway 281 

and Eighth Avenue 

in the north part of 

Aberdeen 

U.S. Highway 281 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

the intersection of 

U.S. Highway 281 

and Eighth Avenue 

in the north part of 

Aberdeen 

U.S. Highway 281 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

the intersection of 

U.S. Highway 281 

and Eighth Avenue 

in the north part of 

Aberdeen 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(2) 

(2005) 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 from 

Interstate 29 to the 

intersection of 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 and 

Burleigh Street in 

the east part of 

Yankton 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 from 

Interstate 29 to the 

intersection of 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 and 

Burleigh Street in 

the east part of 

Yankton 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 from 

Interstate 29 to the 

intersection of 

State Trunk 

Highway 50 and 

Burleigh Street in 

the east part of 

Yankton 

                                                                                                                                                             
33

 Only applies to LCVs that were not in operation on June 1, 1991. 23 U.S.C. § 127(d)(1)(F) (2005).   

 
34

 By permit only. N.R.S. § 60-6,292 (2005).   

 
35

 By permit only. N.R.S. § 60-6,292 (2005).   

 
36

 By permit only. N.R.S. § 60-6,292 (2005).   

 
37

 Travel is restricted as governed by the Length Limitations Map and the Weight Limitations Map, both available at 

http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/permits/lcv.html.  

 
38

 By permit only. Travel is restricted as governed by the Length Limitations Map and the Weight Limitations Map, 

both available at http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/permits/lcv.html. 

 
39

 By permit only. Travel is restricted as governed by the Length Limitations Map and the Weight Limitations Map, 

both available at http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/permits/lcv.html. 

 
40

 By permit only.  
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S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(3) 

(2005) 

U.S. Highway 85 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

Interstate 90 north 

of Spearfish 

U.S. Highway 85 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

Interstate 90 north 

of Spearfish 

U.S. Highway 85 

from the North 

Dakota border to 

Interstate 90 north 

of Spearfish 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(4) 

(2005) 

The U.S. Highway 

14 bypass from 

Interstate Highway 

29 to the 

intersection of 

U.S. Highway 14 

and the U.S. 

Highway 14 

bypass on the west 

side of Brookings 

The U.S. Highway 

14 bypass from 

Interstate Highway 

29 to the 

intersection of 

U.S. Highway 14 

and the U.S. 

Highway 14 

bypass on the west 

side of Brookings 

The U.S. Highway 

14 bypass from 

Interstate Highway 

29 to the 

intersection of U.S. 

Highway 14 and 

the U.S. Highway 

14 bypass on the 

west side of 

Brookings 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(5) 

(2005) 

U.S. Highway 14 

from the 

intersection of the 

U.S. Highway 14 

bypass and U.S. 

Highway 14 on the 

west side of 

Brookings to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

U.S. Highway 14 

from the 

intersection of the 

U.S. Highway 14 

bypass and U.S. 

Highway 14 on the 

west side of 

Brookings to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

U.S. Highway 14 

from the 

intersection of the 

U.S. Highway 14 

bypass and U.S. 

Highway 14 on the 

west side of 

Brookings to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:65(6) 

(2005) 

U.S. Highway 281 

from Interstate 

Highway 90 to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

U.S. Highway 281 

from Interstate 

Highway 90 to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

U.S. Highway 281 

from Interstate 

Highway 90 to the 

intersection south 

of Wolsey of U.S. 

Highway 281 and 

U.S. Highway 14 

 

Iowa generally does not allow Rocky Mountain Doubles, Turnpike Doubles, or Triple Trailer 

Combinations; they are only allowed on limited routes in and around Sioux City. Minnesota does 

not allow them at all. Thus, an LCV would have to avoid traveling in Iowa and Minnesota 

altogether. Although Rocky Mountain Doubles, Turnpike Doubles, and Triple Trailer 

Combinations are allowed to travel in the other three states in the region, travel is greatly 

restricted and requires a permit.  
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LENGTH 

The length limitation for LCVs varies from state to state in the region, as shown by Table 

8.2.  

Table 8.2ðLCV Length Limitations 
State  Statutory Authority  Overall Length (feet) 

Rocky Mountain 

Double 

Turnpike Double Triple Trailer 

Combination 

Iowa N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Minnesota N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,292(2) (2002 & 

Supp. 2005) 

95 105 105 

North Dakota N.D. CENT. CODE § 

39-12-04(3)(d) (1997 

& Supp. 2005) 

110 110 110 

South Dakota S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:61 (2005) 

110 110 110 

 

Thus, while travel between North Dakota and South Dakota would present little difficulty in 

terms of length limitations, traveling from either state, with an LCV at the maximum length of 

110 feet, to Nebraska, Minnesota, or Iowa would be impossible. The probable impact of the wide 

divergence in length limitations for LCVs among the five states in the region would be the 

increased time and money commercial carriers must expend in re-routing LCVs in order to 

comply with the varying regulations. 

 

WEIGHT 

Likewise, the weight limitation for LCVs varies vastly throughout the Upper Great Plains 

region, as shown in Table 8.3.  
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Table 8.3ðLCV Weight Limitations 
State Statutory Authority  Overall Weight 

Iowa N/A N/A 

Minnesota N/A N/A 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,294 (2002 

& Supp. 2005) 

95,000
41

 

North Dakota N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-05.3 

(2005) 

105,500
42

 

South Dakota S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:61 (2005) 129,000
43

 

 

A caveat here is that confusion can arise in each stateôs statutory scheme involving 

LCVs.  For instance, although it appears that Nebraska allows LCVs in reality it does not. 

Although Nebraska allows Rocky Mountain Doubles, Turnpike Doubles, and Triple Trailer 

Combinations to drive on interstates and designated secondary highways, so long as they do not 

exceed the allotted weight limit for single axles or tandem axles, the weight on these axles for the 

Rocky Mountain Double, Turnpike Double, and the Triple Trailer Combination, when each is 

empty, very nearly reaches the maximum allotted weight for Nebraska interstates and secondary 

highways. Therefore, when driving a longer combination vehicle through Nebraska, the vehicle 

essentially has to remain empty or very nearly empty to remain under or at the legal weight limit 

for the State of Nebraska. Thus, although an LCV could travel within the weight limitations for 

South Dakota and perhaps North Dakota, it would have to be nearly empty to travel in Nebraska, 

and probably could not travel in Iowa or Minnesota at all.    

 

 

  

                                                 
41

 80,000 on interstate system.  

 
42

 80,000 on interstate system. 131,000 pounds from December 1 to March 7 under an LCV permit. 

http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/permits/lcv.html.   

 
43

 80,000 on interstate system.  
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IX.  ANALYSIS OF PERMIT DISPARITIES 
  

           Permits may be issued for indivisible loads that exceed each stateôs length, height, width, 

and weight restrictions for travel on both the interstate system and other highways in each state. 

The maximum dimensions and weight allowable by permit varies from state to state in the 

region.  If the maximum size or weight allowed under the permit is exceeded, then the permit 

will most likely be void. Most permits are issued for indivisible loads only; however, North 

Dakotaôs permit statutes make no mention of indivisible loads, indicating only that a permit may 

be issued only if the load cannot be made to conform to size and weight limitations. In Iowa, 

divisible loads are allowed to be issued oversize/overweight permits in emergency situations, or 

if the load carried is hay, straw, or stover.
44

   

           In general, permits must be obtained from the local permitting authority in the jurisdiction 

in which the vehicle will travel. Permits within the state are issued by the body of government 

that has jurisdiction over and maintains the roads on which the vehicle will travel on its desired 

route. Many permits may be obtained online, however. For example, South Dakota has an 

automated permit system at www.sdtruckinfo.com, which allows carriers to apply for permits 

and pay fees online. North Dakota has an E-permit website that works in much the same way. 

Permits may be issued on a single trip, multi-trip, or annual basis. In addition, each of the five 

states in the region issue seasonal permits, which allow for harvest and spring load increases.  

 

 

 

                                                 
44

 IOWA CODE § 321E.29.   
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SINGLE-TRIP PERMITS 

A single-trip permit may be issued for a round trip to or from a job or delivery site. 

Single trip permits are inexpensive, usually ranging from $10 - $20. Minnesotaôs single-trip 

permit is valid for 120 hours, Iowaôs is valid for five days,
45

 whereas the other statesô single-trip 

permits are valid for only 72 hours. Single-trip permits may be extended for an additional fee if a 

time extension is needed due to delay stemming from equipment problems, weather conditions, 

or other reasons. In North Dakota and South Dakota, single trip permits include self-issuing 

single trip movement approval forms, as well as official-receipt permits. The self-issuing permits 

must be approved by a regulating authority before they become valid. In South Dakota, SDCL § 

32-22-38 dictates that the permit may be validated telephonically as well as in writing.  

Not all states differentiate between oversize only and oversize and overweight permits. 

While North Dakota appears to have no limitation on the maximum weight allowable under an 

overweight permit (imposing a fee per overweight ton per mile for loads over 200,000 pounds), 

other states do.  

 

 

                                                 
45

 IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761ð511.4(3)(b).   
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Table 9.1ðSingle-Trip Permits 
State Oversize Overweight Oversize/Overweight 

Statute/Reg Maximum 

Dimensions 

under permit 

Fee Statute/Reg Maximum 

Dimensions 

under permit 

Fee Statute/Reg Maximum 

Dimensions 

under permit 

Fee 

Iowa IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(5) 

(2006) 

May exceed 

statutory size or 

weight limits or 

both 

$10 IOWA CODE § 

321E.9(3) 

(2005) Cranes 

Weight-24,000 

lbs. per axle 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(5) (2006) 

$10 

 

IOWA CODE § 

321E.9(1) 

(2005) 

Indivisible 

loads 

Max: W-40ô 

L-120ô; H-

Not Specified; 

Weight-

100,000 lbs. 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 

761ð

511.5(5) 

(2006) $10 

   IOWA CODE 

§321E.12 (200

5)Vehicles 

used for the 

transportation 

of buildings, 

except mobile 

homes and 

factory-built 

structures 

May be 

registered for 

the combined 

gross weight of 

the vehicle and 

load on a 

single-trip basis 

 

$.05 per ton per 

mile exceeding 

the weight 

registered 

under section 

321.122  

 

IOWA CODE § 

321E.29 

(2005) 

Divisible 

loads in 

emergency 

situations; 

divisible loads 

of hay, straw, 

or stover 

May be in 

excess of the 

width, length, 

or height 

requirements 

of chapter 321 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 

761ð

511.5(5) 

(2006) $10 

   IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.12(5) 

(2006) 

Construction 

Machinery 

36,000 lbs per 

axle with 26.5 x 

25ò flotation 

pneumatic tires; 

20,000 lbs per 

axle with 18 x 

25ò flotation 

pneumatic tires; 

or by the 

formula Axle 

weight = 

20,000 lbs + 

(tire width ï 

18) x 1,882 lbs. 

The weight is 

to exceed 

126,000 lbs. 

GVW 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(5) (2006) 

$10 

 

   

Minnesota MINN, STAT. § 

169.86(1) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) Vehicle 

MINN. STAT. § 

169.80 & .81 

(2005) Size 

dimensions 

MINN, STAT. § 

169.86(5) (2001 

& Supp. 2006) 

$1546 

MINN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(e) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) 

Axle weights 

exceeding the  

 weight 

limitations of 

MINN, STAT. § 

169.86(5) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006): $15 plus 

MINN, STAT. § 

169.86(1) 

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

MINN. STAT. § 

169.80 & .81 

(2005) Size 

dimensions 

MINN, STAT. 

§ 169.86(5) 

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

                                                 
46

 Additional $120 fee if vehicle width exceeds 72 inches while seasonal load increases are in effect.  
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or 

combination 

of vehicles 

exceeding H-

13ô6ò; W-8ô6ò; 

L-53ô  

Overweight 

vehicles 

sections 

169.822 to 

169.829 

additional cost 

from 

169.86(5)(e). 

The additional 

cost = the 

product of the 

distance 

traveled x sum 

of overweight 

axle group cost 

factors shown 

in  

graduated chart 

Vehicle or 

combination 

of vehicles 

exceeding H-

13ô6ò; W-

8ô6ò; L-53ô; 

Weight 

exceeding 

80,000 lbs.  

$15 

Nebraska 408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE 

§ 1-002.05-.08 

(2005) 

 

 

 

 

Vehicle or 

combination of 

vehicles 

exceeding: W-

8ô6ò; H-14ô6ò; 

L-53ô47 

 

 

NEB. REV. STAT. 

§ 60-6,298(7) 

(2002 & Supp. 

2005): $25 

 

 

 

 

 

408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE  

§ 1-002.02 

(2005) A 

vehicle or 

combination of 

vehicles, with 

or without 

load, on the 

Primary and 

Secondary 

highways  

The weight of 

any single axle 

exceeds 20,000 

lbs. or when the 

weight of any 

tandem axle 

exceeds 34,000 

lbs. 

 

NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-

6,298(7) (2002 

& Supp. 2005): 

$2548 

 

 

 

 

 

408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE 

§ 1-005.01 

(2005) A 

vehicle or 

combination 

of vehicles 

having an 

indivisible 

load  

Dimensions 

or weights in 

excess of the 

maximum 

limits 

provided by 

statute. 

 

NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-

6,298(7) 

(2002 & 

Supp. 2005): 

$25 

NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-

6,298(1)(a)(iii

) (2002 & 

Supp. 2005) 

implement of 

husbandry  

 

Not to exceed 

12ô6ò in 

width49 

NEB. REV. STAT. 

§ 60-6,298(7) 

2002 & Supp. 

2005): $25 

408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE 

§ 1-002.03 

(2005) A 

vehicle or 

combination of 

vehicles, with 

or without 

The weight of 

any single axle 

exceeds 20,000 

lbs. or when the 

weight of any 

tandem axle 

exceeds 34,000 

lbs. 

NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-

6,298(7) (2002 

& Supp. 2005): 

$2550 

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
47

 For a tractor/semi-trailer combination. The maximum length is 65ô for LCVs.  

 
48

 408 NEB. ADMIN . CODE Ch. 1, § 004.07 dictates that an overweight permit may not be issued for any vehicle not equipped with pneumatic tires.  

 
49

 For travel during daylight hours only. No travel on holidays.  

 
50

 408 NEB. ADMIN . CODE Ch. 1, § 004.07 dictates that an overweight permit may not be issued for any vehicle not equipped with pneumatic tires.  
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load, on the 

National 

System of 

Interstate and 

Defense 

Highways  

 

North Dakota51 N.D. CENT. 

CODE § 39-12-

02(3)(f) 

(2006) 

 

 

 

$20 N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE § 38-06-

03-01(2) 

(2006) 

 

 $10 per trip for 

overweight 

vehicles ($5 if 

using interstate 

only approval 

form) 

   

N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE § 38-06-

02-06(1) 

(2006) 

W-14ô6ò L-

120ô H-15ô6ò 

 N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE § 38-06-

03-01(4) 

(2006) 

Loads in excess 

of 150,000 lbs. 

Graduated fee 

schedule from 

$30 to $70 

   

N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE § 38-06-

03-01(1) 

(2006) 

 $10 (additional) 

 

N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE § 38-06-

03-01(5) 

(2006) 

Loads in excess 

of 200,000 lbs. 

$.05 per ton per 

mile for excess 

   

South Dakota S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02 

(2005)52 

 

 $25 single-trip 

permit; $250 

book of 10 self-

issuing permits 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:02 

(2005)53 

 

Excessive loads 

(using a 

graduated 

weight 

schedule per 

axle) 

$25 single-trip; 

$250 book of 

10 self-issuing 

permits plus 

$.02 per ton per 

mile  

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02 

(2005) 

 

 $25 single-

trip permit; 

$250 book of 

10 self-

issuing 

permits 

   S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:47 

(2005) 

Vehicles 

exceeding 

80,000 lbs.54on 

interstate 

$20 for 10 

single trip, self-

issuing permits 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:23 

(2005) 

No limit  

specified in 

statute 

 

$25 single-

trip permit; 

$250 book of 

10 self-

                                                 
51

 N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-02(1) dictates that any permit issued for travel on any highway in the state must be for single-trip only.  

 
52

 For travel on state trunk highway system. S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:01(26) defines the  state trunk highway system as ñall highways, as defined by SDCL 31-1-

5(1), administered and maintained by the Department of Transportation, including all the highways on the state highway system and the interstate highway 

system.ò  S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:01(26) (2005).   

 
53

 Under S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:08 (2005), only single-trip (not annual, continuous-trip, etc.) permits may be issued for overweight loads on the interstate 

highway system.  

 
54

 The weight of the vehicle must conform to the tire, axle, and bridge weight requirements in S.D.C.L §§ 32-22-16, 32-22-16.1, and 32-22-21, and the vehicle 

combination may not exceed the length limits in S.D.C.L § 32-22-8.1. 
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highways Construction 

equipment 

issuing 

permits 

      S.D.C.L. § 

32-22-21.1 

(2004) 

Movement to 

a scale site 

with route 

approval55 

Not specified 

once permit is 

issued until 

driver reaches 

the scale site 

$25 single-

trip permit 

(driver may 

use a self-

issuing 

permit) 

                                                 
55

 This can be an official receipt permit or a self-issuing permit for travel to an official or private scale site to determine if the load meets size and weight 

requirements. The permit is valid for 24 hours, per S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:90 (2005), or until it reaches the scale site.  
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MULTIPLE OR CONTINUOUS TRIP PERMITS 

Multiple (sometimes labeled continuous trip) permits are usually used for hauling 

construction equipment to and from the construction site. These permits last for a specified 

period in duration. In South Dakota, for example, a multiple trip permit may be updated (with 

route verification) every thirty days. South Dakota refers to annual and multi-trip permits as 

extended period permits, as well. In Iowa, a multi-trip permit is valid for up to 60 calendar 

days.
56

   

Table 9.2 Multiple/Continuous Trip Permits 
State Statutory/Regulatory 

Authority  

Maximum Dimensions 

under permit  

Fee 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 321E.9A(1) 

(2005) Indivisible loads 

W-16' L-120' H-Any 

Weight-156,000 pounds 

IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-

511.5(4) (2006) $200 

IOWA CODE § 321E.9A(2) 

(2005); IOWA ADMIN . CODE 

§ 761-511.12(5) (2006) 

Construction machinery 

W-16' L-120' H-Any 

Weight-36,000 pounds per 

axle with 26.5 x 25 inch 

flotation pneumatic tires; 

20,000 pounds per axle with 

18 x 25 inch flotation 

pneumatic tires; or by the 

formula axle weight = 

20,000 pounds + (tire width 

ï 18) x 1,882 pounds; the 

weight is to exceed 126,000 

pounds GVW 

IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-

511.5(4) (2006) $200 

Minnesota M INN. STAT. § 169.86(5)(b) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006) Job 

permit 

Not specified 

 

$36 (2 month maximum) 

 

M INN. STAT. § 169.86(5)(i) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006) 

Implements of husbandry 

Not to exceed 14 feet in 

width 

$24 

 

Nebraska NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(1)(a)(ii) (2002 & 

Supp. 2005)Vehicle 

carrying grain or other 

seasonally harvested 

products from the field 

where such grain or 

products are harvested to 

May be loaded up to 15% 

greater than the maximum 

weight specified by law and 

up to 10% greater than the 

maximum length specified 

by law (vehicles hauling 

sugar beets may be loaded 

up to 25% greater than the 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(7)(b) (2002 & Supp. 

2005) $25 for 30 days; $50 

for 60 days 

 

                                                 
56

 IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761ð511.4(3)(c).  
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storage, market, or stockpile 

in the field or from stockpile 

to market or factory (within 

120 miles from point of 

origin) 

maximum length specified 

by law)
57

 

 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(1)(a)(iii) (2002 & 

Supp. 2005) Implements of 

husbandry 

Not to exceed 12 feet 6 

inches in length  

 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(7)(a) (2002 & Supp. 

2005) $25 for 90 days; $50 

for 180 days; $100 for 1 

year 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,301(3) (2005) A truck 

with an enclosed body and a 

compacting mechanism, 

designed and used 

exclusively for the 

collection and transportation 

of garbage or refuse 

May exceed the maximum 

load as permitted by such 

section by no more than 

twenty percent on only one 

axle, only one tandem axle, 

or only one group of axles 

when the vehicle is laden 

with garbage or refuse if the 

vehicle is within the 

maximum gross load 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,301(3) (2005) $10 per 

month; $100 per year; the 

permit may be issued for 

one or more months up to 

one year 

 

408 NEB. ADMIN . CODE § 1-

006.06ï.07 (2005) 

 

W-14' H-15'6" L-65'; 

Weight may not exceed 

25,000 pounds on a single 

axle, 42,500 pounds on a  

tandem axle, and 52,500 

pounds on a  triple axle 

 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(7)(a) (2002 & Supp. 

2005) $25 for 90 days; $50 

for 180 days; $100 for 1 

year 

 

408 NEB. ADMIN . CODE § 1-

006.10 (2005) Construction 

equipment or equipment 

used in agricultural land 

treatment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must be equipped with 

flotation tires that are a 

minimum of twenty-six and 

five tenths inches - twenty-

five inches and the axle load 

does not exceed a maximum 

of 34,000 pounds, or if 

equipped with flotation tires 

that are a minimum of 

twenty-nine and five tenths 

inches - twenty-nine inches 

and the axle load does not 

exceed a maximum of 

45,000 pounds 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,298(7)(a) (2002 & Supp. 

2005) $25 for 90 days; $50 

for 180 days; $100 for 1 

year 

North 

Dakota 

N/A N/A N/A 

South 

Dakota 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:45.01ï.04 (2005) 

Construction equipment 

W-20'; L-110'; the vehicle 

may be overweight with 

approval of permitting 

authority 
58

 
D  NFH 

NS 

 

                                                 
57

  Vehicles hauling dry beans may exceed 120 miles from the point of origin; the permit may not authorize a weight 

greater than 20,000 pounds per axle.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,298(1)(a)(ii) (2002 & Supp. 2005).   

 
58

  The vehicle may not exceed 20 mph.  S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:45.01ï.04 (2005). 
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ANNUAL PERMITS 

Annual permits are issued mainly for implements of husbandry, manufactured homes, 

and utility vehicles. North Dakota and Nebraska do not issue annual permits, although a 

continuing permit for 1 year may be obtained in Nebraska. In some states, and ñall-systems 

permitò may be obtained, which allows for travel on any of the highways under the jurisdiction 

of the issuing authority without route approval.
59

  

Table 9.3ðAnnual Permits 
State Annual Oversize Annual Oversize/Overweight 

 Statutory/Regulatory 

Authority 

Maximum 

Dimensions 

under permit 

Fee Statute/Reg Maximum 

Dimensions 

under 

permit 

Fee 

Iowa IOWA CODE § 

321E.8(1) (2005) 

Indivisible loads or 

manufactured homes 

with appurtenances 

 

 

No route 

approval for 

up to : W-

12ô5ò L-120ô 

H-13ô10ò; No 

route 

approval for 

interstate and 

primary 

highways 

with more 

than one lane 

W-14ô6ò L-

120ô H-15ô5ò; 

Route 

approval for 

up to: W-16ô; 

L-120ô; H-

15ô5ò 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(1) 

(2006):  $25; § 

761ð511.5(3) 

(2006) All -

systems 

permit: $120 

IOWA CODE § 

321E.8(2) 

(2005) 

Indivisible 

loads or 

manufactured 

homes with 

appurtenances 

on non-

interstate 

highways 

specified by 

the permitting 

authority for 

unlimited 

distances  

No route 

approval 

needed for 

up to: W-

13ô5ò; L-

120ô; H-

15ô5ò; and 

Weight-

156,000 

lbs. with 

route 

approval 

IOWA ADMIN .  

CODE § 761ð

511.5(2) 

(2006):  $300 

IOWA CODE § 

321E.10 (2005) & 

IOWA ADMIN . CODE 

§ 761ð511.7(5) 

(2006) Truck trailers 

manufactured in 

Iowa
60

 

May not 

exceed W-

10ô; and L-

53ô; H-13ô6ò 

 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(1) 

(2006):  $25; § 

761ð511.5(3) 

(2006) All -

systems 

IOWA ADMIN .  

CODE § 761ð

511.12(5) 

(2006) 

Construction 

Machinery 

36,000 lbs. 

per axle 

with 26.5 x 

25ò 

pneumatic 

tires; 

20,000 lbs 

IOWA ADMIN .  

CODE § 761ð

511.5(2) 

(2006)  $300 

                                                 
59

 See, e.g., IOWA CODE § 321E.8(d).   

 
60

 For delivery and transport from the point of manufacture on roadways of 24ô or more in width or on four-lane 

highways.  
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permit: $120 per axle 

with 18 x 

25ò 

pneumatic 

tires
61

 

IOWA ADMIN . CODE  

§ 761ð511.7(6) 

(2006) Divisible 

loads of hay, straw, 

or stover 

Width up to 

12ô5ò 

IOWA ADMIN . 

CODE § 761ð

511.5(1) 

(2006):  $25; § 

761ð511.5(3) 

(2006) All -

systems 

permit: $120 

   

Minnesota M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5) (2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special 

pulpwood 

vehicles and 

vehicles with 

snowplow 

blades under 

10ô in width 

 

 

M INN STAT. § 

169.86(5)(c) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(e) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) 

 

 

 

 

Vehicles 

exceeding 

weight  

limitation 

on any axle 

or group of 

axles (up to 

22,000 lbs. 

per axle)  

 

 

 

 

 

Additional fee 

per mile for 

each axle or 

group of axles 

based on 

graduated 

table; 

additional 

$0.22 per ton 

for vehicles 

exceeding 

maximum 

allowable 

weight 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(d)(1) ï (6) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006) 

Mobile cranes; 

construction 

equipment, 

machinery, and 

supplies; 

manufactured 

homes; implements 

of husbandry; 

double-deck buses; 

commercial boat 

hauling 

Not specified M INN STAT. § 

169.86(5)(d) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $120 

 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(f) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) 

Overweight, or 

oversize and 

overweight, 

construction 

equipment, 

machinery, 

and supplies 

 

Vehicles 

exceeding 

GVW 

limitation 

of 80,000 

lbs. (up to 

145,000 

lbs.) 

 

Fee ranges 

from $200-

$800 

depending on 

the gross 

weight 

M INN. STAT. § 

169.86(5)(d)(7) 

(2001 & Supp. 2006) 

Three-vehicle 

combination with 2 

empty, newly 

manufactured trailers 

Not to exceed 

28.5 feet per 

trailer; for 

movement 

from trailer 

manufacturer 

to trailer 

dealer only 

M INN STAT. § 

169.86(5)(d) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $120 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(h) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) Refuse 

compactor 

vehicles  

Gross 

weight not 

to exceed:  

22,000 lbs. 

on a single 

rear axle; 

38,000 lbs. 

on a tandem 

rear axle; or 

46,000 

pounds on a 

tridem rear 

$85 

                                                 
61

 Or by the formula Axle weight = 20,000 lbs + (tire width ï 18) x 1,882 lbs. (not to exceed 126,000 lbs. GVW).  
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axle (with 

GVW 

under 

62,000 lbs).   

M INN, STAT. § 

169.862(1)(a) (2001 

& Supp. 2006) 

Vehicle carrying 

round bales of hay, 

straw, or cornstalks 

Width may 

not exceed 

11ô6ò 

 

M INN STAT. § 

169.862(2)(f) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $24 

 

M INN. STAT. § 

169.8261 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) Vehicles 

hauling raw or 

unfinished 

forest products 

Not to 

exceed 

90,000 

pounds 

GVW 

(98,000 

during 

seasonal 

load 

increases) 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.86(5)(j) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $300 

 

M INN, STAT. § 

169.862(1)(c) (2001 

& Supp. 2006) 

vehicle carrying 

square bales of hay, 

each with an outside 

dimension of not less 

than 3ô x 4ô x 7ô 

Width may 

not exceed 

15ô 

M INN STAT. § 

169.862(2)(f) 

(2001 & Supp. 

2006) $24 

   

Nebraska 408 NEB. ADMIN .  

CODE § 1-011.01A1 

(2005) A vehicle 

combination 

consisting of a truck-

tractor, semi-trailer 

and two trailers; § 1-

011.01A2 (2005) A 

vehicle combination 

consisting of a truck-

tractor, semi-trailer 

and single trailer 

Trailer may 

have an 

overall length 

of not more 

than 105ô, the 

semi-trailer 

and trailers of 

which must 

be of 

approximately 

equal lengths 

408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE 

§ 1-011.02C 

(2005) $250 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N/A N/A N/A 

408 NEB. ADMIN .  

CODE § 1-011.01A3 

(2005) A vehicle 

combination 

consisting of a truck-

tractor, semi-trailer 

and single trailer 

One trailer 

may not be 

more than 48ô 

long and the 

other may not 

be more than 

28ô long or 

less than 26ô 

long. The 

entire 

combination 

may not be 

more than 95ô 

long. In this 

combination, 

the shorter 

trailer shall be 

operated as 

the rear trailer 

408 NEB. 

ADMIN .  CODE 

§ 1-011.02C 

(2005) $250 

   

North 

Dakota 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

South S.D. ADMIN . R. May exceed S.D. ADMIN . S.D. ADMIN . May exceed S.D. ADMIN . 
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Dakota 70:03:01:105.01 

(2005) Indivisible 

loads for individual 

power unit 

the limitations 

set forth in 

SDCL 32-22 

 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

R. 70:03:01:85 

(2005) Vehicle 

with lift axle 

 

the weight 

limitation 

when its 

operator 

raises the 

lift axle to 

facilitate 

turning
62

 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:105.02 

(2005) 

Indivisible loads 

W: 14ô6ò; H: 

14ô; L: Single 

unit-60ô
63

 

Two units-

85ô
64

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:36.07 

(2005) Stack 

mover with lift 

axle 

May exceed 

the weight 

limitation 

when its 

operator 

raises the 

lift axle to 

facilitate 

turning
65

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:22 (2005) 

Structures moved on 

a flat-bed or lowboy 

trailer
66

 

 

May not 

exceed three 

times the axle 

width of the 

narrowest 

axle on the 

trailer, roof 

overhang 

excluded 

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:32.04 

(2005)  

Overweight 

booster axle 

installed 

before July 1, 

1996.  

 

Straight 

truck 

equipped 

with a 

booster axle 

whose 

loaded 

weight 

exceeds 

that 

allowed by 

SDCL 32-

22-21 but 

does not 

exceed 600 

ppi of tire 

width 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:22 (2005) 

Structures moved on 

a stack mover 

May not 

exceed W-24ô 

or be longer 

than the 

length of the 

bed of stack 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

   

                                                 
62

 Not valid on the interstate system.  

 
63

 ñThe distance from the unit's turn center of its rear axle group to the rear end of the load may not exceed 75 

percent of the unit's wheelbase. The unit's wheelbase is the distance measured from the center of its front steering 

axle to the turn center of its rear axle group.ò S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:105.02 (2005).  

 
64

 ñThe second unit's wheelbase, as measured from the center of its hitching point to the turn center of its rear axle 

group, may not exceed 43 feet. The distance from the second unit's turn center of its rear axle group to the rear end 

of the load may not exceed 75 percent of the second unit's wheelbase.ò S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:105.02 (2005).  

 
65

 Not valid on the interstate system. The lift axles must have been installed on the stack mover before July 1, 1991. 

 
66

 Not valid on the interstate system.  
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mover, roof 

overhang 

excluded, and 

the stack 

mover with 

load may not 

be overweight 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:107 (2005) 

Electric utility 

vehicle 

May haul 

utility poles 

up to 85ô in 

length
67

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:110 (2005) 

Custom harvest 

fleet
68

 

Vehicle may 

not exceed 

W-16ô; H-15ô 

or a 

combination 

of these 

dimensions; 

combine may 

travel on 

interstate if it 

does not 

exceed W-20ô 

(escort 

required for 

over 16ô); 

combine may 

travel on 

other 

highways if it 

exceeds W-

20ô (must be 

accompanied 

by escort) 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:32.02 

(2005) Self-

propelled equipment 

May be up to 

10ô wide, up 

to 55ô long, or 

both, but not 

overheight or 

overweight. 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:32.01 

(2005) Vehicles 

designed for hauling 

Vehicle up to 

10ô wide, up 

to 110ô long, 

or both, but 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

   

                                                 
67

 For movement of utility poles over 85ô, a single-trip permit must be obtained.  

 
68

 A custom harvest fleet is ñone or more units owned or operated by the custom harvester to provide custom 

harvesting services.ò  S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:110 (2005).  The vehicle may not cause traffic delays longer than 

five minutes and may only be operated during daytime hours. Id.   
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oversize/overweight 

loads
69

  

not 

overheight or 

overweight 

 

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:41 (2005) 

A licensed motorized 

vehicle towing a 

manufactured home 

W-16ô; H-

15ô; L-80ô
70

 

 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:56 (2005) 

Overlength 

semitrailer 

Trailer may 

not exceed 

60ô; tractor 

and trailer 

may not 

exceed 80ô; 

trailers  

manufactured 

after Sept. 1, 

1998. 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:32 (2005) 

Farm implement 

dealers 

W-16ô on 

interstate; 20ô 

on other 

highways; L-

100ô (45ô for 

implement in 

a three-unit 

combination); 

H-18ô; 

vehicle may 

not be 

overweight 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:36.03 

(2005) Stack mover 

L-60ô H-18ô 

W-20ô 

(loaded); 17ô 

(empty, built 

before July 1, 

1991); 16ô 

(empty, built 

after June 30, 

1991) 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

 

   

S.D. ADMIN . R. 

70:03:01:37 (2005) 

Baled feed, straw, or 

solid waste 

Up to 12ô in 

width 

S.D. ADMIN . 

R. 

70:03:01:02.01 

(2005); $60 

   

                                                 
69

 ñThe permit vehicle may consist of a truck tractor pulling one or more units designed for hauling oversize or 

overweight loads. The units may consist of one or more of the following: a trailer, a jeep dolly, or a booster axle.ò  

S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:32.01 (2005).   

 
70

 ñThe motorized vehicle towing a manufactured home must be of sufficient size and power to safely handle the 

movement of the manufactured home and to maintain minimum speeds where posted.ò  If the manufactured home is 

between 8 and 10 feet wide, the towing vehicle must be at least 6,000 GVWR (gross vehicle weight rating). If the 

manufactured home is between 10 and 12 feet wide, the towing vehicle must be at least 8,000 GVWR. If the 

manufactured home is between 12 and 18 feet wide, the towing vehicle must be at least 9,000 GVWR.  May not 

travel if wind velocity is greater than 25 mph.  S.D. ADMIN . R. 70:03:01:41 (2005).  
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           A vehicle traveling from state to state in the region will face a variety of different 

allowable dimensions and weights under permit.  For example, in South Dakota, Administrative 

Rule 70:03:01:105.02 allows for an annual oversize permit to be issued for a vehicle up to up to 

only 85 feet long for a $60 fee. In Iowa, however, the permit for indivisible loads allows for 

vehicles up to 120 feet in length. Thus, a vehicle traveling from Iowa to South Dakota with an 

indivisible load would need to obtain a permit for a vehicle designed for hauling 

oversize/overweight loads, which would allow for 120 feet in length. If the vehicleôs trailer was 

not ñdesigned to haul oversize/overweight loads,ò it would not be able to obtain a permit for a 

length of 120 feet. In some states, such as South Dakota and North Dakota, overweight permits 

for travel on interstate highways may only be issued for single-trip permits.  

 

DAYLIGHT-ONLY PERMITS 

Daylight-only permits are issued for implements of husbandry and other vehicles 

traveling within the state of issue. The permits are effective for vehicles operating on state trunk 

highways from sunset to sundown (or thirty minutes before or after). The vehicles must generally 

also be equipped with safety lights and/or flags and are not to exceed certain speeds. North 

Dakota and Iowaôs statutes dictate that all permits are for movement between sunrise and sunset 

unless otherwise specified. South Dakota Administrative Rule 70:03:01:07 dictates that 

permitted vehicles may only operate during daylight hours if any of the following conditions are 

present: 1) an escort is required; 2) the permit vehicle is not able to attain or maintain the posted 

speed limits; 3) the weight is greater than 10ô; 4) the height is greater than 14ô6ò; 5) single unit 

length is greater than 45ô; 6) multi-unit length exceeds 110ô; 7) single-unit length in a two-unit 
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combination exceeds 60ô; 8) single-unit length in a three or more unit combination is greater than  

45ô; 9) or the permit vehicle will travel on state highways which are non-interstate and beyond a 

two-mile radius of an interstate highway interchange. If none of these conditions exist, then the 

permitted vehicle may travel at night. This last requirement does not seem to logically fit with 

the rest of the rule; one would think that section 9 would be a condition that must exist for travel 

at night, not one that precludes nighttime travel.  

 

SEASONAL PERMITS 

Most of the states in the region have either an increased weight or a weight exception for 

the winter and harvest seasons. Harvest season permits help to support the agriculture industries 

in each of the states. The winter season permits allow for an increase in the load limitations in 

the winter when there is less strain on the roads. The spring load decreases in two of the states in 

the region work to protect roads from strain when they are most vulnerable: during the spring 

thaw.  

Table 9.4ðSeasonal Permits/Restrictions 
State Spring Winter/Harvest  

Statutory 

Authority 

Increase/Dec

rease 

Fee Statutory 

Authority 

Increase/Dec

rease 

Fee 

Iowa N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Minnesota
71

 

M INN. STAT. 

§ 169.87(1)  

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Seasonal load 

restriction 

 

Not specified: 

Decrease on 

roads to be 

designated by 

commissioner 

N/A M INN. STAT. 

§169.826(1) 

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

Winter load 

increase 

10% increase 

 

 

 

 

 

   M INN. STAT. 

§169.826(1a) 

(2001 & 

Supp. 2006) 

10% increase 

from 

beginning of 

harvest to 

$60.00 

Minn Stat. § 

169.86 (2001 

& Supp. 2006 

                                                 
71

 ñThe commissioner or local authority may not deny a permit for the transport to a manufacturing plant of 

manufactured home frames not more than 15-1/2 feet in width during periods of seasonal weight restrictions unless 

the load exceeds the weight restrictions.ò  M INN. STAT. § 169.86(3)(a) (2001 & Supp. 2006).   
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Harvest 

season load 

increase 

November 30 

for transport 

of sugar 

beets, carrots, 

and potatoes. 

Nebraska N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

North 

Dakota 

N/A N/A N/A N.D. CENT. 

CODE § 39-

12-02(3)(a) 

(1997 & 

Supp. 2005): 

Winter and 

harvest 

10% weight 

exemption 

$50/month or 

$250/year 

 

N/A N/A N/A N.D. ADMIN . 

CODE 38-06-

03-01(3) 

(2006) 

 $50/year 

(additional) 

South 

Dakota 

S.D.C.L. § 

32-22-24 

(2004) 

Not specified: 

Decrease 

from Feb. 14 

to Apr. 30 

each year 

(determined 

by whoever 

has 

jurisdiction 

over roads) 

N/A S.D.C.L. § 

32-22-42.16 

(2004) 

Vehicles 

moving hay 

grinding 

equipment  

May move 

between Nov. 

1 ï Mar. 31; 

may not 

exceed 12 feet 

in width  

$50/year 

 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 

The differences between the maximum dimensions and/or weight allowable under permit 

in each of the five states in the region are vast and complex. Moving an oversize or overweight 

vehicle through the region would create much confusion as to which permits for which to apply 

in each state and whether or not the vehicle is even allowable under permit. Minnesota and North 

Dakota, for example, have very few variations or allowances for certain loadsða permit is 

necessary for any commercial vehicle with a dimension or weight that exceeds that set forth in 

the statutes.  Other states, in contrast, such as Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska, have many 

different variations and allowances for vehicles of varying dimensions and weights. Although the 

latter three states may have attempted to create variations and allowances to make travel within 
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each state easier for certain haulers, the result for the region as a whole has been to add a 

complexity to the statutes that is perplexing, to say the least.  
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X.  DISPARITIES IN STATUTORY DEFINITIONS AMONG STATE 
LAWS 

 

 

In many cases, the statutory definitions of certain terminology vary throughout the states 

in the region, which can give rise to uncertainty on the part of commercial vehicle carriers.  

 

DIVISIBLE/NONDIVISIBLE LOADS 

There is a federal definition of nondivisible load, which is followed almost verbatim by 

Iowa in its Truck Information Guide, but varies substantially among the other states.  The federal 

definition reads:  

ñNondivisible is defined as any load or vehicle exceeding applicable length or weight limits 

which, if separated into smaller loads or vehicles, would: 

i. Compromise the intended use of the vehicle, i.e., make it unable to perform the function 

for which it was intended;  

ii.  Destroy the value of the load or vehicle, i.e., make it unusable for its intended purpose; or  

iii.  Require more than 8 workhours to dismantle using appropriate equipment. The applicant 

for a nondivisible load permit has the burden of proof as to the number of workhours 

required to dismantle the load.ò
72

  

Similarly, the Iowa Truck Guide defines indivisible loads as follows:  

ñIndivisible means a vehicle or load, which if separated into small units, would:  

                                                 
72

 Federal Highway Administration, Freight Management and Operations, Oversize and Overweight Load Permit 

Information, available at http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/sw/permit_report.htm.   
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1. Compromise the intended use of the vehicle (i.e., make it unable to perform the function 

for which it was intended); 

2. Destroy the value of load or vehicle (e.g., make it unable to be used for its intended 

purpose);  

3. Require more than eight work hours to dismantle, using appropriate equipment.ò73
  

The only definition of a divisible load in Minnesota is not available in the statutes, but rather is 

available on the Minnesota Department of Transportation website.  MNDOT defines a divisible 

load as an ñ[o]ver legal dimension and/or weight load which is divisible to legal dimensionséò
74

  

Nebraska is the only state in the region for which these terms are defined by state statute.  The 

Nebraska Revised Code provides a definition for both divisible and nondivisible loads.  A 

divisible load is defined as ñ[a]ny load consisting of a product, material or equipment which can 

be reduced in weight and/or size to the specified regulatory limit.ò
75

  An indivisible load includes 

ñ[a] vehicle or load which cannot be dismantled, disassembled, or loaded so as to meet the 

requirements for vehicles in regular operation.ò
76

  There is no time limitation for dismantling the 

load, as there are with Iowaôs definition.  North Dakota provides no definition of a divisible or 

nondivisible load, in its statutes, administrative code, or elsewhere, although the two terms are 

used frequently in the North Dakota Century Code.  In South Dakota, divisible loads are defined 

                                                 
73

 Iowa Truck Guide, available at http://www.iamvd.com/omve/truckguide.pdf.  

 
74

 Minnesota Department of Transportation, General Conditions, available at 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/motorcarrier/permits/General_Conditions_04.pdf.  

 
75

 Nebraska Administrative Code, Title 415, Ch. 3.001, available at 

http://www.dor.state.ne.us/intermodal/pdfs/rr415chap3.pdf.  

 
76

 Id.   
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as ñ[l]oads that can be reduced to legal weight and dimensions within an 8-hour time period.ò
77

 

This definition, as with Iowa and Minnesota, does not appear in the state statutes or 

administrative code, but is only available in the South Dakota Motor Carrier Handbook 

(equivalent to Iowaôs Truck Information Guide).  

          While the definitions provided by each state (with the exception of North Dakota) are 

similar, some are much more precise than others. Whereas in South Dakota, the only definition 

of a divisible load is one that can be broken down to legal dimensions within 8 hours, the 8-hour 

time frame is only one element of the definition in Iowa.  Moreover, it is dispensed with 

altogether in the Minnesota and Nebraska definitions.  

 

MULTIPLE-TRIP PERMITS 

While these types of permits are referred to as Multiple Trip permits in Iowa and South 

Dakota, Minnesota refers to them as Job Permits, and Nebraska refers to them as Continuous 

Operation permits. While the difference in name may cause a modicum of confusion, Multi-trip 

and Continuous trip permits work in essentially the same way.  

In Iowa and South Dakota, Multiple Trip permits are issued, usually to construction 

vehicles, for travel over specified roadways for a fixed period.
78

  Minnesotaôs Job Permit ñmay 

be issued for like loads carried on a specific route for a period not to exceed two months.  óLike 

loadsô means loads of the same product, weight, and dimension.ò
79

  In Nebraska, a Continuous 

Trip permit is issued for vehicles hauling certain oversize or overweight loads in a specified area 

                                                 
77

 South Dakota Motor Carrier Handbook, available at 

http://www.sdtruckinfo.com/docs/MCHandbook_V028_chap1.pdf.   

 
78

 See IOWA CODE § 321E.9(a) (2004); S.D. ADMIN . R. § 70:03:01:45.01 to 04 (2004).   

 
79

 M INN. STAT. § 169.86(d)(5)(b) (2005).   
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for a fixed time period not to exceed six months.
80

  Thus, although they are referred to 

differently, Multiple, Continuous, and Job permits function in much the same way throughout the 

region.  

 

VARIABLE LOAD AXLE 

The variable load axle is referred to by many different terms in the various state statutes.  

Thus, a ñdummy axle,ò ñlift axle,ò ñvariable load axle,ò and ñretractable axleò essentially refer to 

the same thing.  These all refer to an axle that can be lifted so as not to bear any of the weight of 

the load. It must be able to be operated by the driver without leaving the cab of the truck.  

The Iowa Code refers to these as retractable axles, and does not allow operation unless 

ñthe weight on the retractable axle can only be adjusted by means of a manual device located on 

the vehicle that is not accessible to the operator of the vehicle during operation of the vehicle.ò
81

 

Minnesota refers to these as variable load axles, and defines them as ñany axle which is 

specifically designed so that, through use of an actuating control, the wheels may be lifted so that 

the wheels do not contact the road surface or may be lowered to carry loads of varying weights 

when in contact with the road surface.ò
82

  Nebraska refers to variable load axles as dummy axles, 

and defines them as ñan axle attached to a vehicle or vehicle combination in a manner so that it 

does not articulate or substantially equalize the load and does not carry at least the lesser of eight 

thousand pounds or eight percent of the gross weight of the vehicle or vehicle combination.ò
83

                         

                                                 
80

 NEB. ADMIN . CODE § 1-006 (2005).   

 
81

 IOWA CODE § 321.467 (2004). 
 
82

 M INN. STAT. § 169.822 (2004).   

 
83

 NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,294(12) (2004).   
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The North Dakota Century Code makes no mention of variable load, variable lift, retractable, or 

dummy axles.  In South Dakota, they are also referred to as variable load axles or lift axles, and 

they may not be raised if doing so will cause the load on any other axle to be over the allowed 

weight limit.
84

  Thus, although they are referred to differently, variable load, retractable, and 

dummy axles refer to essentially the same thingðan axle that can be lifted so as not to have 

contact with the road surface and not carry any part of the load.      

 

LENGTH/OVERHANG 

Whether or not the allowable length under the various statesô statutes includes 

ñoverhangò or other equipment is also disparate among the states in the region.  Iowa allows 

overhang to extend three feet beyond the front bumper and 4 feet beyond the rear bumper of the 

trailer or semi-trailer, which is not included in the vehicleôs overall length, for a tractor-trailer 

combination hauling passenger vehicles.
85

  Minnesotaôs length limitation includes cargo and 

bumpers, but excludes refrigeration devices and air compressors. 
86

  In Nebraska, length 

limitations are inclusive of front and rear bumpers but ñexclusive of safety and energy 

conservation devices such as rearview mirrors, turnsignal lights, marker lights, steps and 

handholds for entry and egress, flexible fender extensions, mudflaps and splash and spray 

suppressant devices, load-induced tire bulge, refrigeration units or air compressors, and other 

devices necessary for safe and efficient operation of commercial motor vehicles.ò87  North 

                                                 
84

 S.D.C.L. § 32-22-57 (2005).   

 
85

 IOWA CODE § 321.457(3)(f) (2004).   

 
86

 M INN. STAT. § 169.81(2)(b) (2004).   

 
87

 NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6290(3) (2004).   
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Dakota excludes any safety or energy conservation devices from overall length.
88

  In South 

Dakota, safety devices are excluded, but the statute also allows that ñoverhang and retractable 

extensions on any vehicle may not extend more than four feet beyond the rear bumper, bed, or 

body nor more than three feet beyond the front bumper, bed, or body of the vehicle carried 

thereon. Retractable extensions shall be retracted if not being used to support overhanging 

load.ò
89

   

 

                                                 
88

 N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-12-04(4)(g) (2004).   

 
89

 S.D.C.L. § 32-22-8.1 (2005).   
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XI.  SURVEY OF STATE SAFETY REGULATIONS 

The five states in the Northern Great Plains region have significantly differing regulations 

regarding commercial trucking.  Unlike regulations on truck size and weight, it is not possible to 

quantify safety regulations; hence they cannot be compared in any quantifiable manner.  

Therefore, what we have done in this section of the study is to investigate the various safety 

regulations and to specify the particular safety regulations that apply in each state.  

       Our initial survey of trucking safety regulations revealed that the majority of these 

regulations can be organized under nine main headings. The headings identified were (1) driver 

qualifications, (2) driver hours of service, (3) hazardous materials, (4) inspection, repair and 

maintenance, (5) mud flaps, (6) brakes, (7) safety devices, (8) cargo securement, and (9) food 

safety.  To compare the safety regulations of the various states, one should simply consult the 

various organizational headings that pertain to each stateôs regulations. 

 

 

STATE TRUCKING SAFETY LAWS OF IOWA 
 

In Iowa, state statutes, administrative regulations, and federal laws all contribute to the 

trucking regulations in that state. 

 

1.  Regulations Governing Driver Qualifications 
 

a. Operators licensed--operation of commercial motor vehicles.  General rules  

    for operating a commercial motor vehicle in Iowa. IOWA CODE § 321.174. 

b. Examination of new or incompetent operators.  Overview of the procedures  

    used in the licensing of new operators. IOWA CODE § 321.186. 

c. Commercial driver's license requirements.   Additional requirements to  

   license commercial motor vehicle operators. IOWA CODE § 321.188. 
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d. Examination.  This section of the administrative code outlines the  

    examination tests used for all drivers: vision, knowledge, and driving.  The following  

    administrative codes detail each test. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-604.7(321). 

1. Vision screening. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-604.10(321). 

a. Vision standards. IOWA CODE § 761-604.11(321). 

2. Knowledge test. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-604.20(321). 

3. Knowledge test requirements and waivers. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-

604.21(321). 

4. Driving test. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-604.30(321). 

e. Commercial Driverôs Licensing: Adoption of federal regulations.   

   The department of transportation adopted numerous provisions in the Code of Federal    

   Regulations. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.10(321).  

f. Commercial driverôs license.  IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.16(321).   

g. Commercial driver's instruction permit.  A commercial driverôs  

instruction permit allows permit holders to operate commercial vehicles when accompanied by 

a person licensed for the vehicle being operated. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.20(321). 

h. Examination for a commercial driver's license.  In addition to the  

above requirements in ICA § 761.604, knowledge and skill tests as required by 49 CFR Part 

383, Subparts G and H, must also be satisfied. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.25(321). 

1. Knowledge tests. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.27(321). 

2. Skills test. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.28(321). 

i. Test results.  An applicant is directed to retain forms showing the  

   sections of the tests passed until all tests are passed. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.31(321). 
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j. Transfers from another state.  An Iowa resident with a commercial  

driverôs license in a former state might not be required to retest, but is required to pay 

endorsements and restriction removal fees.  IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.38(321). 

 

2.  Regulations Governing Driver Hours of Service 

A commercial driverôs hours are set by state agency regulations as well along with federal 

regulations from the Department of Transportation. 

a. Motor Carrier Safety Rules.  This section directs the Department of Transportation to adopt 

rules regarding hours of service and other safety regulations. IOWA CODE § 321.449. 

b. Safety and hazardous materials regulations.  The Department of Transportation adopted the 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, 49 CFR Parts 385 and 390-399.  

 

 3.  Regulations Governing Hazardous Materials 

Iowa has adopted federal hazardous waste laws, and has added additional state laws and 

regulations.  

a.   Hazardous materials transportation regulations.  Any person transporting or 

shipping hazardous materials must comply with rules adopted under the department of 

transportation chapter 17A. IOWA CODE § 321.450.   

b.   Reporting Accidents.  In the case of an accident involving the  

transportation of the hazardous material, shall immediately notify the police radio 

broadcasting system established pursuant to section 693.1 or shall notify a peace officer of 

the county or city in which the accident occurs. IOWA CODE § 321.266(4).   
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c. Cleanup expenses, limitation of liability.  This section discusses the liability for the cleanup 

of accidents involving hazardous materials and exceptions to such liability. IOWA CODE § 

455B.392.   

d.  [Endorsements] Commercial driver's license requirements.  An applicant must pass a 

knowledge test, required under the C.F.R. and adopted by the department of transportation, in 

order to obtain a hazardous material endorsement.  IOWA CODE § 321.188(3).   

e. Certain vehicles must stop.  A vehicle that is carrying hazardous material and is required to 

stop at railways by the motor carrier safety regulations shall stop the vehicle between 15 feet 

and 50 feet of the nearest rail and the driver of the vehicle shall look and listen for signs of an 

approaching train. IOWA CODE § 321.343.   

f. Hazardous materials regulations.  The Iowa Department of Transportation adopts the Federal 

Hazardous Materials Regulations, 49 CFR Parts 107, 171-173, 177, 178, and 180 (October 1, 

2004). IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-520.1(321)(1)(b). 

g. Hazardous materials exemptions.  Exemptions to IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 681-520.1(321). 

IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-520.4(321). 

h. Endorsements.  Hazardous material endorsements are required.  Retesting and fee payments 

are required for license renewals.  This section also contains an exception for farmers 

transporting supplies to or from the farm. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.17(321) (1). 

   

4.  Regulations Governing Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance 

The predominant source for inspection, repair and maintenance rules in Iowa derives 

from the Code of Federal Regulations, with limited additional state statutes. 

a.  Repair of out-of-state commercial motor vehiclesðpermits.  An unregistered  
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     commercial vehicle may enter the state for repairs under circumstances outline in the statute.    

     IOWA CODE § 321.56. 

b. Movement of unsafe or improperly equipped vehicles.  Driving or moving 

    unsafe vehicles qualifies as a misdemeanor. IOWA CODE § 321.381. 

c. Safety and hazardous materials regulations.  The Department of  

 Transportation adopted the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, 49 CFR Parts 385 and 

390-399, which includes provisions regarding inspection, repair and maintenance. IOWA 

ADMIN . CODE § 761-520.1(321). 

 

5.  Regulations Governing Mud Flaps 

Iowa has no statutes or administrative code sections pertaining to mud flaps. 

 

6.  Regulations Governing Brakes 

     Statutes and administrative codes provide Iowaôs brake requirements. 

 

a.  Brake, hitch and control requirements.  Every vehicle on a highway must be  

equipped with brakes adequate to control the movements of and to stop and hold such vehicle.  

New vehicles sold in the state must be equipped with service brakes on all wheels, however 

some exceptions to this rule exist. IOWA CODE § 321.430. 

b.  Performance ability.  This section provides tests to rate the adequacy of the 

     motor vehicle brakes. IOWA CODE § 321.431. 

c.  Investigation as to safety.  When a vehicle is registered in IA, the director  

     may investigate to ensure that the vehicle may safely be operated on the highway.  Brakes in  
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     compliance with the above mentioned statutes are necessary. IOWA CODE § 321.464. 

d.  Definitions.  ñAir brake systemò is defined. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.3(321). 

e.  [Commercial Driver Licenses] Restrictions.  A licensee with an  

air brake restriction must pass an air brake test and pay a licensing fee before operating a 

commercial motor vehicle equipped with air brakes. IOWA ADMIN . CODE § 761-607.18(321). 

 

7.  Regulations Governing Safety Devices 

Iowa provides safety device requirements through its state statutes. 

a. Investigation as to safety.  Vehicles primarily used and designed for transportation of 

property or ten or more persons may be required to submit to testing to ensure safely and 

must be equipped with brakes and have the motive power to propel the vehicle at a 

reasonable speed.  IOWA CODE § 321.464. 

b. When lighted lamps required.  Motor vehicles shall display head lamps at any time from 

sunset to sun rise and at other times when conditions provide insufficient light. IOWA CODE § 

321.384. 

c. Clearance and identification lights.  Lighting device and reflector requirements are identified 

in this section. IOWA CODE § 321.392.  

d. Color and mounting of lights. Lighting device or reflector mounted near or on the front of a 

motor truck or trailer must be white, yellow, or amber. IOWA CODE § 321.393. 

e. Lamp or flag on projecting load.  Whenever the load upon a vehicle extend at least four feet 

beyond the rear bed or body of the vehicle, a red light or lantern must be displayed. IOWA 

CODE § 321.394. 
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f. Lamps on parked vehicles.  A white or amber light visible form a distance of five hundred 

feed to the front and a red light visible from five hundred feet to the treat must be displayed 

on vehicles parked on the highway.  Head lamps must be depressed or dimmed. IOWA CODE 

§ 321.395.   

g. Number of driving lamps required or permitted.  Two lighted lamps shall be displayed on 

each side at the front of every motor vehicle, with some exceptions. IOWA CODE § 321.419. 

h. Self-illumination.  All mechanical signal devices shall be self-illuminated when in use at the 

times mentioned in section 321.384. IOWA CODE § 321.405. 

i. Mandatory lighting equipment.  The head lamps or auxiliary driving lamp must be arranged 

so that the driver may select between distributions of light projected to different elevations. 

IOWA CODE § 321.409.  

 

8.  Regulations Governing Cargo Securement 

Iowa simply requires that vehicle contents be loaded in a way to prevent its contents from    

falling or spilling from the vehicle. 

a.   Spilling loads on highways.  The vehicle must be loaded to prevent any    

      contents from escaping or dropping from the vehicle. IOWA CODE § 321.460. 

 

9.  Regulations Governing Food Safety. 

Iowa provides limited statutes on food safety for trucking. 

a.   Preventing contamination of food by hazardous material.  Food intended   

for human consumption shall not be shipped in a vehicle or container which has been used to 

transport hazardous material unless the vehicle or container has been purged of any 
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hazardous material or the transportation is made in a manner that prevents any contact 

between the food and the hazardous material. IOWA CODE § 321.364. 

 

STATE TRUCKING SAFETY LAWS OF MINNESOTA 

1.  Regulations Governing Driver Qualifications 

     Minnesotaôs statues and adopted federal laws provide detailed requirements for drivers. 

a.   Private carriers; operating requirements, exemptions. (b) Private  

      carriers operating vehicles w/ a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds shall  

      comply w/ those federal regulations incorporated by reference in: M INN. STAT. § 221.031(2).   

b.   Qualification of driver:  Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, 

      part 391 and appendixes D and E, are incorportated by reference except for sections  

      391.2; 391.11, paragraph (b)(1); 391.47; 391.49; 391.62; 391.64; 391.67; 391.68;  

      391.69; 391.71; and 391.73.  In addition, cross-references to sections or paragraphs  

      not incorporated in this subdivision are not incorporated by reference. MINN. STAT. §  

     221.0314(2). 

c.  Waiver for limb impairment: A person who is not physically  

     qualified to drive under subsection 2, but who meets the other qualifications under     

     subdivision 2, may drive a motor vehicle if the commissioner grants a waiver to that person.    

     The commissioner may grant a waiver to a person who is not physically qualified to drive   

     under C.F.R., title 49, section 391.41, paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2), according to rules adopted   

     under section 221.031. MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(3). 

d.  Waiver for other medical condition. (a) The Commissioner may   

     grant a waiver to a person who is not physically qualified to drive under C.F.R. 49, § 391.41,   
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     paragraph (b)(3) to (b)(13).  A waiver granted under this subdivision applies to intrastate   

     transportation only. M INN. STAT. § 221.0314(3)(a).   

A person who wishes to obtain a waiver under this subdivision must give the 

commissioner certain information, such as (1) the applicantôs name, address, and 

telephone number, (2) the name, address, and telephone number of an employer 

coapplicant, if any, (3) a description of the type of driving to be done under the waiver, 

(5) a description of any modifications to the vehicle the applicant intends to drive under 

the waiver that are designed to accommodate the applicantôs medical condition or 

disability, (6) whether the applicant has been granted another waiver under this 

subdivision, (7) a copy of the applicantôs current driverôs license, (8) a copy of a medical 

examinerôs certificate showing that the applicant is medically unqualified to drive unless 

a waiver is granted, (9) a statement from the applicants treating physician, and (10) any 

other information considered necessary by the commissioner including requiring a 

physical examination or medical report from a physician who specializes in a particular 

field of medical practice. MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(3)(a).   

e.   Federal waiver, exemption.  Notwithstanding subdivisions 3 and    

 3a, a Minnesota intrastate waiver is not required in Minnesota intrastate commerce if that   

 person holds a valid interstate waiver or comparable document for physical qualifications 

described in C.F.R. 49, § 391.41. MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(3((b).   

f.   Age requirement for driver.  Drivers of vehicles engaged in intrastate   

      transportation and subject to subdivision 2 must be at least 18 years of ages.  Drivers of  

      vehicles subject to section 221.033 (hazardous materials) must be at least 21 years of age,  

      except as provided in that section. M INN. STAT. § 221.0314(4).   
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g.   Location of driver qualification file.  A carrier subject to subdivision   

      2 must keep each driverôs qualification file at the carrierôs principal place of business for as    

      long as a driver is employed by that carrier and fore three years after the driver leaves  

      employment.  Upon written request to and with the written approval of the commissioner, a   

      carrier may retain driver qualification files at a regional or terminal office. M INN. STAT. §  

      221.0314(5).   

 

2.  Regulations Governing Driver Hours of Service 

As with driver requirements, Minnesota has state statutes and federal laws to determine 

how many hours of service a driver can work. 

a.   Hours of service of driver.  C.F.R. title 49, part 395, is incorporated  

by reference, except that paragraphs (a), (c), (d), (f), (h), (i), (k), (l), (m),and (n) of section 

395.1 and section 395.13 of that part are not incorporated.  In addition, cross-references to 

sections or paragraphs not incorporated in this subdivision are not incorporated by reference.  

The requirements of C.F.R., title 49, part 395, do not apply to drivers of lightweight vehicles. 

MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(9).   

b.   Hours of service exemptions.  221.0314(9) does not apply to the  

      following: 

1.  agricultural commodities or farm supplies for agricultural purposes in Minnesota  

     during the planting and harvesting seasons from March 15 to December 15 of each  

     year; or 

2.  sugar beets during the harvesting season for sugar beets from September 1 to May 15  

of each year; if the transportation is limited to an area within a 100-air-mile radius   
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from the source of the commodities or the distribution point for the farm supplies.  

MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(9)(a). 

 

3.  Regulations Governing Hazardous Materials 

The main source for hazardous waste regulations derives from federal law; however, 

Minnesota statutes have added a few more requirements. 

a.   Transporting hazardous materials; driving and parking.  A  person who transports hazardous   

materials shall comply with this section and rules adopted under section 221.031 when that 

person is transporting a hazardous material, hazardous waste, or hazardous substance in a 

vehicle that must be marked or placarded in accordance with C.F.R. title 49, section 172.504, 

incorporated by reference in section 221.033.  C.F.R., title 49, part 397, is incorporated by 

reference.  A petroleum transport driver shall not park on a public street adjacent to a bridge, 

tunnel, dwelling, building, or place where persons work, congregate, or assemble, except 

when necessary to unload. MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(11).   

b.   Uniform hazardous material and hazardous waste registration and  

permit requirements. This section provides the requirements for registration and permits for 

transporters of hazardous waste and materials.  In general, all transporters of hazardous waste 

within the state of Minnesota must register and obtain the necessary permits from the 

commissioner of public safety before transporting hazardous waste/materials in the state if 

Minnesota is the carrierôs ñbase state.ò  Otherwise, the necessary permits must be obtained 

from the carrierôs base state if not Minnesota. M INN. STAT. § 221.0355 et seq.   

c.  Administrative orders; enforcement, remedies.  This section provides a  
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mechanism for the commissioner to order corrective action or penalties for violations of the 

hazardous materials transportation statutes. MINN. STAT. § 221.036.  

d.  Transportation of hazardous materials (violations).  Establishes that it is  

     a misdemeanor to violate the hazardous materials transportation statutes. MINN. STAT. §  

     221.291(3).   

e.  Regulation of hazardous materials.  Mandates compliance with U.S.C. 49,   

     §§ 5101-5126 when transporting hazardous materials, waste, or substances within the state of  

     Minnesota.  Also provides exemptions for farmers engaged in intrastate commerce. M INN. 

      STAT. § 221.033.   

 

4.  Regulations Governing Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance 

Minnesota utilizes federal regulations to govern repair and maintenance of trucking 

vehicles as well as state statutes. 

a.  Inspection, repair, and maintenance.  C.F.R., title 49, part 396, is  

     incorporated by reference, except that sections 396.9, 396.11, paragraph (d); 396.17; 396.19;   

    396.21; and 396.23 of that part are not incorporated. M INN. STAT. § 221.0314(10).   

b.  Annual commercial vehicle inspection; inspectors, fee, penalty.  This  

section establishes the requirements for motor carrier inspections, inspection fees, penalties, 

and requirements for inspectors. M INN. STAT. § 169.781.   

c.  Commercial vehicle accident; reinspection.  Provides that a peace officer  

responding to an accident involving a motor carrier must immediately notify the state patrol if 

the accident results in death, personal injury, or property damage in excess of $4,400.  
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Following an accident, the motor carrier must pass reinspection and the vehicle determined 

safe to be operated. M INN. STAT. § 169.783. 

   

5.  Regulations Governing Mud Flaps 

Mud flap requirements are governed by state statutes in Minnesota. 

a.  Wheel flaps on truck and trailer 

1. Vehicles generally:  Every truck, truck-tractor, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, and   

rear-end dump truck, excepting rear-end dump farm trucks, must be provided with 

wheel flaps or other suitable protection above and behind the rearmost wheels of the 

vehicle or combination of vehicles to prevent, as far as practicable, the wheels from 

throwing dirt, water, or other materials on the windshields of following vehicles.  The 

flaps or protectors must be at least as wide as the tires they are protecting and have a 

ground clearance of not more than nine inches from the ground when the vehicle is 

empty. 

2. Vehicle with conveyor belt:  Dump trucks or trucks with a rigid box fastened to its  

frame and having a conveyor belt or chain in the bottom of the vehicle that moves the 

cargo to the rear end of the vehicle must have flaps mounted as far to the rear of the 

vehicle as practicable and have a ground clearance of not more than 18 inches when 

the vehicle is loaded. 

3. Bottom-dump vehicle:  In addition to meeting the requirements of subdivision (1), a  

bottom-dump cargo vehicle transporting sand, gravel, aggregate, dirt, lime rock, silica, 

or similar material must be equipped with a center flap between the wheel flaps, which 

must have a ground clearance of six inches or less when the vehicle is fully loaded. 
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4. Alternative requirements:  If the vehicle is so designed and constructed that the above  

    requirements are accomplished by means of body construction or other means of  

    enclosure, then no protectors or flaps are required. 

5.  Extended flaps:  If the real wheels are not covered at the top by fenders, body or other    

     parts of the vehicle, the flap or other protective means must be extended at least to a    

     point directly above the center of the rearmost axle. MINN. STAT. § 169.733 

 

6.  Regulations Governing Brakes 

Like mud flap requirements, Minnesota provides brake requirements by state statute.  

a.  Brakes 

1.  Trailer, semitrailer 

a.  No trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of 3,000 or more lbs., or a gross   

      weight that exceeds the empty weight of the towing vehicle, may be drawn on  

      a highway unless it is equipped with brakes that are adequate to control the  

      movement of and the stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer.  A surge brake on 

      a trailer or semitrailer meets the requirements of this paragraph for brakes  

      adequate to stop and hold the trailer or semitrailer. 

b.  No trailer or semitrailer that is required to have brakes and that has a gross  

       weight of more than 6,000 lbs. may be drawn on a highway unless it is  

       equipped with brakes that are so constructed that they are adequate to stop  

       and hold the trailer or semitrailer whenever it becomes detached from the  

       towing vehicle. 
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c.  Except as provided in paragraph (d) below, paragraph (a) above does not  

       apply to: 

1.  a trailer used by a farmer while transporting farm products produced 

     on the userôs farm, or supplies back to the farm of the trailerôs user; 

2.  a towed custom service vehicle drawn by a motor vehicle that is  

     equipped with brakes that meet the standards of subdivision 5, provided  

     that such a towed custom service vehicle that exceeds 30,000 lbs. gross  

     weight may not be drawn at a speed of more than 45 miles per hour; 

3.  a trailer or semitrailer operated or used by retail dealers of implements  

      of husbandry while engaged exclusively in the delivery of implements  

      of husbandry; 

4. a tank trailer of not more than 12,000 lbs. gross weight owned by a 

      distributor of liquid fertilizer while engaged exclusively in transporting  

       liquid fertilizer, or gaseous fertilizer under pressure; 

5. a trailer of not more than 12,000 lbs. gross weight owned by a  

     distributor of dry fertilizer while engaged exclusively in the 

     transportation of dry fertilizer. 

d. Vehicles described in paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (3), may be operated  

      without complying with paragraph (a) only if the trailer or semitrailer does not  

      exceed the following gross weights:  

1. 3,000 lbs. while being drawn by a vehicle registered as a passenger      

automobile;  

2. 12,000 lbs. while being drawn by any other motor vehicle except a self- 
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    propelled implement of husbandry. 

       2.  Service brakes on wheels; exceptions:  

                  a. All motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers manufactured after June 30,1988,  

                      must be equipped with foot brakes on all wheels. 

                  b.  Paragraph (a) above does not apply to: 

                             1.  a trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of less than 3,000 lbs. 

                             2. a temporary auxilliary axle attached to a vehicle during a period of  

                                 vehicle weight restrictions for the purpose of relieving the weight on  

                                 another axle, if the combined gross weight on the temporary axle and  

                                 the axle being relieved does not exceed 18,000 lbs. and the vehicle  

                                 meets all brake requirements under this section. 

                           3.  Paragraph (1) above does not require brakes on the front  

                                wheels of a vehicle having three or more axles and manufactured prior to 

                               July 1, 1988, if the brakes on the other wheels of the vehicle meet the 

                               standards of subdivision (5) below. 

3. Performance standards:  Every vehicle or combination of vehicles, at all times and  

under all conditions of loading, upon application of the foot brake (service brake),  

shall be  capable of (1) developing a braking force that is not less than the percentage  

of its gross weight tabulated herein for its classification, (2) decelerating in a stop  

from not more than 20 miles per hour at not less than the feet per second per second 

tabulated herein for its classification, and (3) stopping from a speed of 20 miles per 

hour in not more than the distance tabulated herein for its classification, such distance 

to be measured from the point at which movement of the service brake pedal or 
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control begins.  Tests for deceleration and stopping distance shall be made on a 

substantially level (not to exceed plus or minus one percent grade), dry, smooth, hard 

surface that is free from loose material.  (The deceleration table is listed at § 

169.67(5)). 

 

      All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall be so adjusted as to  

      operate as equally as practicable with respect to the wheels on opposite sides of the  

      vehicle. M INN. STAT. § 169.67. 

 

7.  Regulations Governing Safety Devices 

Laws for safety devices used in the trucking industry can be found in adopted federal 

laws and Minnesota statutes. 

a.  Parts and accessories necessary for safe operation. C.F.R., title 49,  

part 393, is incorporated by reference.  In addition, despite the first paragraph of  C.F.R., title 

49, section 393.95, a lightweight vehicle must carry a fire extinguisher meeting the 

requirements in C.F.R., title 49, section 393.95. MINN. STAT. § 221.0314(7).   

b.  Flares, flags, or reflectors required. 

1. Number required:  No person shall operate any motor vehicle é or combination of   

vehicles of an actual gross weight or manufacturerôs rated gross weight of more than 

10,000 lbs. at any location upon an interstate highway or freeway or upon any  other 

highway outside of a business or residence district at any time from a half-hour after 

sunset to a half-hour before sunrise, unless there shall be carried in such vehicle the 

following equipment except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2) below: 
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At least three flares or three red electric lanterns or three emergency reflective 

triangles or three portable red reflector devices, each of which shall be capable of 

being seen and distinguished at a distance of 500 feet under normal atmospheric 

conditions at nighttime. 

2. Flammables:  No person shall at any time operate a motor vehicle transporting   

flammable liquids in bulk or compressed flammable gases as cargo or part of cargo 

upon a highway unless it carries three electric lanterns or three emergency reflective 

triangles or three portable reflector units to be used in lieu of flares and no open 

burning flares shall be carried on or placed adjacent to such vehicle. 

3.  Flags and reflectors:  No person shall operate é a motor vehicle or combination of   

vehicles of an actual gross weight or manufacturerôs rated gross weight of more than 

10,000 lbs. at any location upon any interstate highway or freeway or upon any other 

highway outside of a business or residence district unless there shall be carried in such 

vehicle at least three emergency reflective triangles or two red, yellow, or orange flags 

not less than 12 inches square which shall be displayed at any time from one-half hour 

before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset under circumstances which require the use 

of warning lights at night and in the manner and position governing the use of warning 

lights as prescribed in subdivision (5) below, except a flag or reflector is not required 

to be displayed at the ten-foot distance. 

4.  Approved type:  Every flare, lantern, signal, reflective triangle or reflector required in  

     this section shall be of a type approved by the commissioner of public safety. 

5.  When used:  When any vehicle subject to the provisions of this section is disabled   
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upon the roadway or shoulder at any location upon an interstate highway or freeway, 

or upon any other highway outside of a business or residence district during the period 

when lighted lamps must be displayed on vehicles and such vehicle cannot 

immediately be removed from the main traveled portion of the highway or from the 

shoulder, the driver or other person in charge shall promptly cause flares, lanterns, or 

other signals to be lighted and placed as warning lights upon the highway, one at the 

traffic side of the standing vehicle approximately ten feet rearward or forward thereof 

in the direction of greatest hazard to traffic, one at a distance of approximately 100 

feet to the rear of the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the vehicle, and one 

at a distance of approximately 100 feet to the front of the vehicle in the center of the 

traffic lane occupied by such vehicle, except: 

1.   If disablement of any vehicle w/in 500 feet of a curve, crest of a hill or other   

obstruction to view, the driver or person in charge shall so place the warning 

signal in that direction so as to offer ample warning to other users of the 

highway but in no case less than 100 feet nor more than 500 feet from the 

disabled vehicle; 

2.  If disablement of the vehicle occurs upon the roadway or shoulder of any one- 

way roadway of any highway, the driver or person in charge shall place one 

warning signal at the traffic side of the vehicle not more than ten feet to the 

rear of the vehicle, one placed 100 feet to the rear of the vehicle in the center 

of the lane occupied by the standing vehicle, and one such signal at a distance 

of approximately 200 feet to the rear of the vehicle. M INN. STAT. § 169.75.   
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c.  Bug Deflectors 

Trucks and truck-tractors of 12,000 lbs. gross weight may be operated with a clear, uncolored 

bug deflector that extends no more than six inches above the highest part of the hood, 

excluding any decorative ornament. M INN. STAT. § 169.743.   

d.  Trailer equipment 

1. Every trailer or semitrailer must be hitched to the towing motor vehicle by a device  

     approved by the commissioner of public safety 

2.  Every trailer and semitrailer must be equipped with safety chains or cables   

permanently attached to the trailer except where the coupling device is a regulation   

fifth wheel and kingpin assembly approved by the commissioner of public safety.  The 

chains or cables must be attached to the vehicles near the points of bumper 

attachments to the chassis of each vehicle, and must be of sufficient strength to control 

the trailer in the event of failure of the towing device. M INN. STAT. § 169.82.  

e.  Reflectors 

All trailers and semitrailers operated upon the highways of the state must carry at the rear of 

the vehicle either as a part of the rear lamp, or separately, at least two reflectors.  The 

reflectors must be of a type approved by the commissioner of public safety. M INN. STAT. § 

169.50(3).   

 

8.  Regulations Governing Cargo Securement 

Minnesota provides a number of mandates for the securing of cargo through its state 

statutes. 

a  Projecting loads. 
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    The load shall not extend more than three feet beyond the front wheels of any vehicle or the   

    front bumper if so equipped. M INN. STAT. § 169.81(4).   

b. Manner of loading 

No vehicle shall be driven or moved on any highway unless the vehicle is so constructed, 

loaded, or the load securely covered as to prevent any of its load from dropping, sifting, 

leaking, blowing, or otherwise escaping the vehicle.  This subsection does not apply to 

vehicles operated by a farmer when transporting small grains, shelled corn, soybeans, or other 

farm produce of a size and density not likely to cause injury to persons or property if escaping 

in small quantities. MINN. STAT. § 169.81(5).  

c.  Securing load; exceptions 

1.  The driver of a vehicle transporting sand, gravel, aggregate, dirt, lime rock, silica, or    

     similar material shall ensure that the cargo compartment of the vehicle is securely  

     covered if: 

a.  the vertical distance from the top of an exterior wall of the cargo compartment  

     to the load, when measured downward along the inside surface of the wall, is  

     less than six inches; or 

b. the horizontal distance from the top of an exterior wall of the cargo    

    compartment to the load is less than two feet. 

2. The driver shall not operate a vehicle to transport sand, gravel, aggregate, dirt, lime     

                rock, silica, or similar material in or on any part of the vehicle other than in the cargo  

                container.  The driver shall clean the vehicle of loose sand, etc., before the vehicle is  
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moved on a road, street, or highway following loading or unloading. M INN. STAT. §                

169.81(5b).   

 

9.  Regulations Governing Food Transportation 

A number of requirements are mandated for food transportation in Minnesota through 

statute, and through agency authority. 

a.  Transporting food for human consumption:  No motor carrier engaged in 

either intrastate or interstate commerce shall transport for hire food for human consumption in 

any motor vehicle which the carrier uses for the transportation of livestock, unless such motor 

vehicle has been cleaned. MINN. STAT. § 221.241.   

b.  Temperature-controlled commodity:  A commodity requiring   

protection from heat or cold that is transported with or without other commodities, provided 

that all such commodities move in mechanically temperature-controlled vehicles. M INN. 

STAT. § 221.011(41). 

c. Temperature-controlled commodities carrier.  If operating under a   

temperature-controlled commodities permit, the shipping documents must include the words 

ñtemperature-controlled commoditiesò or must prominently display the letters ñTCCò and 

must indicate the reasons for protecting the commodity from heat or cold. MINN. STAT. § 

221.172(5).   

d. Temperature-controlled commodities carrier.  A person who holds  

himself out as an operator of temperature-controlled commodities shall specifically request a 

temperature-controlled commodities permit. MINN. STAT. § 221.121(6d).   

e. Transportation of animals and poultry, rules.  The board of animal health may 
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make reasonable rules for the cleaning and disinfection of vehicles used for the transportation 

of live animals and poultry over the public highways within the state. M INN. STAT. § 35.81   

 

 

STATE TRUCKING SAFETY LAWS OF NEBRASKA 

 

1.  Regulations Governing Driver Qualifications 

Nebraska is fairly detailed in the regulation of driver qualifications through its statutes 

and Administrative Code. 

a.  Any resident of Nebraska who operates a commercial motor vehicle on Nebraska highways 

     must have a commercial driverôs license or an LPC-learnerôs permit..  NEB. REV. STAT. 60-  

     4,137 

1.  Commercial and restricted commercial driverôs licenses are to be issued by the  

     Department of Motor Vehicles under the following classes: 

a. Class A Combination Vehicle- Any combination of vehicles and towed vehicles  

with a gross weight of more than twenty-six thousand pounds if the gross 

vehicle weight rating of vehicles towed are over ten thousand pounds. 

b. Class B Heavy Straight Vehicle- Any single commercial vehicle with a gross  

vehicle weight rating of twenty-six thousand on pounds or more, or any 

commercial vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating not 

exceeding ten thousand pounds. 

c. Class  C Small Vehicle- Any single commercial vehicle with a gross vehicle 
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weight of less than twenty-six thousand one pounds or any commercial motor 

vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross weight rating not exceeding ten thousand 

pounds comprising: 

1. Vehicles designed to transport sixteen or more passengers, including the 

     driver 

2. Vehicles used to transport hazardous materials and required to be 

    placarded pursuant to § 75-364.  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-4,138. 

2.  A driver must obtain and be in possession of a valid operators license appropriate for 

the vehicle being offered.  291 NEB. ADMIN . CODE Ch 3., § 005.01F. A driver of a 

commercial vehicle my not drive on Nebraska highways with more than one 

operatorôs license by any state.  Any such violation is guilty of a Class III 

misdemeanor if convicted.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,140. 

a. A commercial driver may not get a license if disqualified in Nebraska or any 

other state.  Disqualification includes a suspended, revoked, or canceled license.   

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,143 

b To get a commercial license in Nebraska, a driver must surrender all other  

licenses to the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles. The department will 

send surrendered licenses back to the issuing state for cancellation. NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-4,143 

c. A nonresident may operate a commercial vehicle on Nebraska highways if  

   driver has in his immediate possession a valid commercial driverôs license or  

   LPC learnerôs permit by his state of residence.  The license from another state 

   must not be suspended, revoked or canceled.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,239. 
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b. In Nebraska a commercial driver must meet the following criteria: 

1. To get a commercial license or a LPC learnerôs permit a commercial driver must be at  

least 18 years of age.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,143.  See also 291 NEB. ADMIN . CODE 

Ch 3., § 005.01E. 

2. Each person driving a vehicle subject to Interstate Commerce Commission jurisdiction 

    must have visual acuity of at least 20/40 in each eye either without glasses or with  

    correction.  A driver must have form field vision in the horizontal meridian of not less 

    than a total of 140 degrees.  A driver must be able to distinguish colors of red, green,   

    and yellow, and must have the correct glasses when required while driving.  291 NEB.  

     ADMIN . CODE Ch 3., § 005.01B. 

a. An applicant for a commercial vehicle license may be required by the license 

examiner to provide certification that demonstrates that the driver has sufficient 

eyesight powers to enable the operation of a commercial vehicle in 

conformance with the minimum vision requirement of part 391 of the federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.   Sufficient eyesight power may be with or 

without corrective device.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,145. 

1. If from the examination it appears that an applicant cannot meet the 

eyesight requirements, the applicant may provide an ophthalmologist or 

optometrist certificate  to the effect that the applicant has sufficient 

eyesight powers before a commercial driverôs license may be issued.  If 

the applicant needs corrective devices to meet the minimum vision 

requirements, the driverôs license will be issued identifying a restriction 
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to wearing the corrective device while operating a motor vehicle.  NEB. 

REV. STAT.  § 60-4,145 

2.  Exceptions to vision requirements are set forth in 49 CFR  

391.41(b)(10), and such applicant may be issued an interstate 

commercial driverôs license without meeting the vision requirements. 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,145.       

3.  A driver subject to the Nebraska Public Service Commission 

jurisdiction must be of sound physical and mental condition.  Such a 

driver must have no mental, nervous, organic, functional, or structural 

defects or limitations that are likely to interfere with safe driving. 291 

NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3., § 005.01A. 

4. A driver must have adequate hearing not less than 10/20 in the better 

ear for conversational tone without a hearing aid. 291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.01C. 

5. A driver must have no addictions to narcotics, habit-forming drugs, or  

    excessive use of alcoholic beverages.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 

   3,§ 005.01D. 

6. A driver must be able to read, speak, and understand English. 291 NE  

    ADC Ch 3, § 005.01G. 

7. Every driver must have a certificate of physical examination that has 

been signed by a licensed physician stating that the physician has 

examined the driver and found him to meet the requirements in 005.01.  

This medical certificate must be kept by the motor carrier in its files.  A 
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motor carrier must have in its files a certificate for every driver in its 

employment.  Medical certificates must be renewed every four years.  

The physical certificates must be obtained pursuant to regulation of the 

Interstate Commerce Commission and meet the standard requirements 

of this section. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.02. 

8.  A driver must not drive a vehicle if his alertness is impaired through 

     fatigue, illness, or any other cause. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

    005.03. 

9. A driver must not drink alcoholic beverages while on duty or drive  

while under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.04. 

c. When an individual applies for a Commercial Driverôs License in Nebraska for the first time,  

he must pass the knowledge (written) and skills (driving) tests.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

4,4139.01.  Renewal applicants do not have to retake the written tests (except for the 

hazardous materials portion. NEB. REV. STAT. 60-4,149.01) as long as the renewal is for the 

same class of commercial vehicle. 

d.   Nonresident operators may operate a vehicle on Nebraska highways if in possession of a  

valid commercial driverôs license or LPC-learnerôs permit issued by his state of residence.  

That license or permit must not be suspended, revoked, canceled, and the driver must not be 

disqualified from operating a commercial vehicle.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,139. 

e. A driver operating a commercial vehicle transporting hazardous materials must meet the  

requirements of section 1012 of the Federal Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing 

Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001, USA Patriot 
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Act, 49 U.S.C. 5103a, and all amendments and federal rules and regulations adopted and 

promulgated.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.02. 

1. An applicant for new, renewal, or transferred hazardous materials endorsement must  

complete an application process that includes threat assessment, background check, 

fingerprints, and payment of fees as prescribed by 49 C.F.R. 1522, 1570, and 1572.  

The threat assessment from the Transportation Security Administration of the United 

States Department of Homeland Security will be retained for not less than one year. 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.03. 

 

2.  Regulations Governing Driver Hours of Service 

Nebraskaôs Administrative Code outlines a driverôs maximum hours of service. 

a. A driver must not drive a vehicle for more than ten aggregate hours in any consecutive 24 hour  

period, unless the driver has been off duty for 8 consecutive hours immediately following the 

10 hours aggregate driving.  In case of an unforeseen emergency, a driver may drive a vehicle 

to complete a run, if the run could have been completed within 12 aggregate hours under 

normal conditions.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.05. 

b. A driver must keep a logbook when traveling more than 100 road miles from the terminus at  

which he reports for work.  The logbook must be in the form MCS-59 as required by the 

United States Department of Transportation in § 395.8 of Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Regulations.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.06. 

1. An original copy of each dayôs logbook sheet for each driver must be kept on record at  

the home office or base of operations for each motor carrier in the State of Nebraska 

for at least one year.  Copies must be filed by date of the logbook sheet, and must be 
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available for examination by a Nebraska Public Service Commission inspector.  Such 

an inspector must provide proper identification.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.07. 

 

3.  Regulations Governing Hazardous Materials 

Nebraskaôs laws for hazardous waste derive mostly from federal codes, however, a 

number of additional regulations are mandated through the state Administrative Code as well as 

statutes. 

a.  Nebraska does not require a hazardous material permit.  A vehicle with hazardous material  

must follow federal regulations for hazardous material.  Nebraska has adopted Parts 171, 172, 

173, 177, 178, and 177 of Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations into State Statute §75-364.  

Nebraska State Patrol Website FAQs at http://www.nsp.state.ne.us/findfile.asp?id2=116, 

accessed 2/10/06.  Section 75-364 provides that the specific packaging requirements of 49 

C.F.R. part 173, subpart F, and 49 C.F.R. parts 178 and 180 must be followed and specifies 

the following: 

1.  A nonspecification metal tank, with a capacity of less than three thousand five 

hundred gallons or having a capacity of less than one hundred nineteen gallons, that is 

permanently secured to a transport vehicle and is protected against leakage or damage 

in the event of a turnover may be used by an intrastate motor carrier to transport 

flammable liquid petroleum products as long as it is in accordance with NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 75-364(3)(d), NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(a) & NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-

364(3)(b).     

2. The following is required for nonspecific packaging: 
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a.  On or after July 1, 2000, all tanks authorized under NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-

364(3)(b) and NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(c) must follow all requirements of 

CFR 180 except for CFR 180.405(g).  NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(d)(vi).     

1. CFR 189.405(g) concerns manhole assembly requirements for specific  

    cargo tanks. NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(d) 

b.  Packaging must be used and operated in conformance with Nebraska laws.  

     NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(d)(ii).    

c.  Packaging must not be used to transport flammable cryogenic liquid,  

     hazardous substance, hazardous waste, or marine pollutant. NEB. REV. STAT.  

     § 75- 364(3)(d)(v).     

d. Packaging must be offered for transportation and transported in conformance  

with all other applicable requirements of the hazardous materials regulations.  

NEB. REV. STAT. § 75-364(3)(d)(iv).    

3. Agricultural hazardous material is that which end use directly supports the production 

of an agricultural commodity 

b. A vehicle transporting hazardous or explosive material must not be left unattended on any 

public street or highway except when the driver is performing normal operations within the 

duties as operator of the vehicle to which the driver is assigned.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE 

Ch 3, § 005.16A. 

c.  Drivers of vehicles that carry explosives or other hazardous material must avoid congested 

areas, crowed areas, street car tracks, underpasses, viaducts and dangerous crossing by 

prearranging routes as far as is practicable and feasible.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.16B. 
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d.  Fuel tanks, except fuel containers for diesel engine fuels, on any vehicle that is to transport 

explosives, flammable liquids, flammable compressed gasses or poisonous gases must be 

filled prior to transporting the materials and refueling must be reduced to the minimum 

number necessary.   If an engine has an electric ignition system, that system must be turned 

off and the engine stopped during the refueling process.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.16C. 

e.  Vehicles transporting hazardous materials or explosive must not be driven past fires or any  

     type of burning on or near highways or streets until the driver has taken due caution to  

     ascertain that passing can be safely accomplished.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, §  

     005.16D. 

f. Every vehicle that transports explosives must carry the following: 

1. Two fire extinguishers of the kind and type prescribed by the Nebraska State Fire 

    Marshal. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.16E1. 

2.  Fireproof gloves and a fireproof blanket to use for combating tire fires.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE  Ch 3, § 005.16E2. 

3.  Suitable tools such as a jack and handle and lug wrench to enable the driver to remove  

     a wheel from the loaded vehicle.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.16E3.  

g. Vehicles that transport explosives and other hazardous materials must be driven no closer than    

600 ft. behind another moving vehicle.  This requirement will not be construed to prevent   

overtaking and passing another vehicle as long as caution is used when passing.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.16F. 

h. A driver operating a commercial vehicle transporting hazardous materials must meet the  
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requirements of section 1012 of the Federal Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing 

Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001, USA Patriot 

Act, 49 U.S.C. 5103a,and all amendments and federal rules and regulations adopted and 

promulgated.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.02. 

1. An applicant for new, renewal, or transferred hazardous materials endorsement must  

complete an application process that includes threat assessment, background check, 

fingerprints, and payment of fees as prescribed by 49 C.F.R. 1522, 1570, and 1572.  

The threat assessment from the Transportation Security Administration of the United 

States Department of Homeland Security will be retained for not less than one year. 

NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.03. 

2. Before a hazardous materials endorsement is issued, renewed or transferred, the  

Department of Motor Vehicles must receive a determination of no security threat from 

the Transportation Security Administration of the United States Department of 

Homeland Security. The Department may refuse a commercial driverôs license with a 

hazardous materials endorsement if: 

a. The applicant fails to submit to fingerprinting. 

b. The applicant fails to submit required information and documentation. 

c. The applicant fails to pay required fees 

d. The applicant fails to pass any element of the hazardous materials portion of  

    the commercial driverôs license examination. 

e. If the department receives a final determination, or has not received advisement  
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on the applicants security threat status from the Transportation Security 

Administration of the United States Department of Homeland Security. NEB. 

REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.04 

3. Commercial driverôs licenses with hazardous materials endorsement expire five years  

    after the date of issuance. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-4,147.05. 

 

4.  Regulations Governing Inspection, Repair and Maintenance 

Nebraskaôs regulations governing inspection, repair and maintenance are found in its 

Administrative Code.  Many of the requirements are revealed by what defects may warrant an 

ñOut of Serviceò sticker. 

a.  Every vehicle within the Nebraska Public Service Commission jurisdiction must be equipped,  

repaired, maintained and operated as required by Nebraska laws (Chapter 39, Article 6 R.R.S. 

1943).  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.09. 

b. Every motor carrier must systematically inspect and maintain all vehicles used for hire.  All  

accessories and safety appliances mounted on vehicles must be systematically inspected.  

Inspections must ensure that the vehicles and accessories are safe and in proper working 

condition. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.10. 

c. The Nebraska Public Service Commission may inspect or instigate an inspection any vehicle  

subject to its jurisdiction.  Such inspections may be at the motor carrierôs base of operations or 

at any other place along any road in Nebraska.  Inspections of passenger vehicles must not 

impede, hinder, or delay the vehicleôs operating schedule.  An inspector may examine a 

driverôs credentials, manifests and bills.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.12. 

d. A commission authorized person may mark any vehicle judged to be unsafe to operate due to  
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defective parts and accessories as ñOUT OF SERVICEò and so marked with a prescribed 

sticker.  A vehicle marked as such, may not be operated until the required repairs have been 

satisfactorily completed and the sticker is removed.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.13.  Conditions that will warrant an ñOUT OF SERVICEò sticker include: 

1.  When a vehicle cannot start within 10 minutes without using equipment or materials  

that are not normally carried on the vehicle.  An exception is allowed if the failure is 

due to a faulty battery.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13A. 

2. Steering Mechanism problems: 

a. If the steering wheels cannot be turned from full-right to full-left due to  

interference by parts of the steering mechanism.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE 

Ch 3, § 005.13B1. 

b.  If the steering wheel turns more than 40 degrees without associated movement  

     of the front wheels.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13B2. 

c. If the steering column is missing bolts or positioning parts or has looseness of  

bolts or positioning parts that would allow motion of the steering column from 

its normal position. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13B3. 

d. If bolts or other parts are missing or loose so as to allow motion of the steering  

box at the pint of attachment to the vehicle frame.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE 

Ch 3, § 005.13B4. 

e. If there is any looseness at an ball and socket joint in the steering linkage that  

exceeds one-half inch measured in alignment with the shank or neck of the ball.  

291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13B5. 

f.  If there is any absence or loose fastening or locking parts in an part of the  
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    steering mechanism. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13B6. 

g. If the play around either a horizontal or vertical axis of either front wheel  

exceeds one inch measured at the tread surface of the tire. 291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13B7. 

3. Brake Systems problems: 

a. If the vehicle or combination does not meet §39-6,113 and 39-6,134(1) R.R.S.  

    1943. 291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C1. 

b. If there are brakes mission or inoperative on any wheel of any vehicle except  

the front wheels of trucks or tractors that have three or more axles and except 

wheels of one steerable axle of trucks or tractors equipped with two or more 

steerable axles.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C2. 

c. If the developed braking force on any wheel is less than one half the braking 

force developed on the opposite wheel of the same axle.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C3. 

d. if an brake hose is worn, charred, cut or cracked through the outer casing and  

     through one ply of fabric.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C4a. 

e. If there are an audible leaks, bulges or restrictions in an brake hose, brake  

    tubing, or brake piping.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C4b. 

f.  If there is an audible leak in any brake system connection.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C4c. 

g.  If any service brake lining is missing, cracked through across the face or  

     pulling away from the brake shoe.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.13C5. 
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h. If there are any cracks visible on the exterior of any brake drum that extends  

    more than one half the width of the  frame.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, §  

   005.13C6. 

i. If the reservoir pressure drops more than 10 pounds per square inch at the end  

of three minutes after beginning at governor cut-in pressure, with the engine 

running at idling speed and all air service brakes fully applied.  If the emergency 

line is disconnected a trailer brake air system leaks audibly.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C7 

4.  Vacuum System problems: 

a. If when beginning with the vacuum braking system of the towing vehicle or  

single vehicle at atmospheric pressure and the trailer brake connections if any, 

closed, the engine is started while moderate pressure is maintained on the brake 

pedal, and the brake pedal fails to move giving an indication that the vacuum 

system is not in working order.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C8a. 

b. When all vacuum brakes are fully applied, and the trailer brake connections are  

open (if a trailer is connected) and the engine operated long enough to reach 

constant vacuum, and then stopped, the brake application cannot then be 

maintained for at least five minutes without brakes releasing.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C8b. 

5. If any brake chamber leaks or if it is not securely mounted.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE 

   Ch 3, §  005.13C9. 

6. Hydraulic System problems: 

a. On mechanical or hydraulic brake systems, the pedal continues to move  
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    forward and downward when applied with uniform foot pressure.  291 NEB  

    ADMIN.  CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C10a. 

b. the service brake pedal first meets firm resistance at a point closer to the  

floorboard or other fixed obstruction to pedal travel less than 20% of the total 

pedal travel from released position when measured in a straight line.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C10b. 

7. Parking break problems: 

a. If any mechanical part of the barking break is missing, broken, or disconnected.  

    291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C11a. 

b. If the parking brake is not capable of locking the rear driving wheels and is not  

adequate under all conditions of loading to hold the vehicle or combination to 

the limit of traction of such braked wheels on the grade on which it is tested.  

291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13C11b. 

c. If the parking brake mechanism has been fully applied, and  does not hold that  

    position without manual effort.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, §    

    005.13C11c. 

8. Lighting Devices, Reflectors, and Electrical Equipment: From one half hour after  

sunset until one half hour before sunrise or at any time during the day when light is 

insufficient for persons and vehicles on the highway to be clearly discernable at 500 ft. 

291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13D. 

a. If more than one filament in the headlight system is inoperative. 291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE  Ch 3, § 005.13D1. 

b. If there are not at least two lighted red lamps or reflectors on the rear of loads  
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projecting four or more feet beyond the body of the vehicle.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13D2. 

c. If there is not at least one red reflector on the rear of the vehicle mounted at a  

height of not less than 24 inches or more than 60 inches above the ground or as 

close to that configuration as the vehicle allows. 

9.  Electrical wiring: 

a. If the electrical connections are made by twisting wiring together.  291 NE  

    ADC Ch 3, § 005.13D5a. 

b. If the wiring is not protected by non-metallic, braid, or some other covering  

     that is capable of withstanding abrasion.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

      005.13D5b. 

c. if the wiring is not sufficiently supported, located, or protected from becoming 

    tangles or exposed to excessive heat.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 

005.13D5c. 

10.  Tires: 

a.  If there is wear on any tire that exceeds four outer textile piles.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE  Ch 3, § 005.13E1a. 

b. If there is more than one tire on any dual tires installation with one or more  

    piles showing.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13E1b. 

c. If any tire has an unvulcanized blowout patch or boot.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13E1c. 

d.  If there are any cuts through three or more layers of fabric, and the cut is at  
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least four inches at the third layer on any single tire or both tires of a pair of 

duals.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13E2.  

e.  If there is a flat tire on any wheel or if any tire has an audible leak.  291 NE  

     ADC Ch 3, § 005.13E3. 

f. If any tire on any steering axle of either a single or towing vehicle where any  

part of a carcass ply s showing in the tread or the sidewall.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13E4. 

11.  Wheels and Rims: 

a. If any rim, wheel, or wheel flange is loose or cracked.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13F1. 

b.  If more than one-fourth of the bolts, nuts, or lugs for attaching the wheels to  

the hub or the rim to the wheel are missing, loose or defective.  291 NEB. 

ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13F2. 

12.  If the exhaust system is not securely fashioned or if there are visible or audible leaks 

to a point near or above the passenger or driver compartment.  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 005.13G. 

13.  If there is a leak at any point of a gasoline or liquefied petroleum gas fuel system. 

       291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 005.13H. 

14.  If tow bars, adjustable fifth wheels, or adjustable axle assemblies are missing one or  

       more locking device or if such locking devices are not properly fitted. 
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5.  Regulations Governing Mud Flaps 

Nebraska requires some form of protection from water or mud spray in vehicles through 

state statute. 

a. All new vehicles, including semitrailers purchased after January 1, 1956 must have  

fenders, covers and devices including flaps or splash aprons when operating on any highway 

in Nebraska, unless the vehicle has adequate protection to prevent the spray of water or mud to 

the back of the vehicle.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,283. 

 

6.  Regulations Governing Brakes 

a. All commercial trailers with a capacity to carry more than ten thousand pounds and  

semitrailers, must have brakes on each wheel that can be operated from the driving position of 

the towing vehicle.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,246(1). 

b. Every vehicle operated on a Nebraska highway must have brakes that adequately control the  

movement of and the ability to stop and hold the vehicle, including two separate ways of 

applying the brakes.  Both means of applying the brakes must be effective e to at least two 

wheels, and constructed so that no part which is liable to fail can be common to the two 

(except motorcycles).  All brakes must be maintained in good working order.  NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-6,244. 

1. The stopping distance from a speed of twenty miles per hour on dray asphalt or  

     concrete pavement free from loose materials must be as follows: 

a. Two-wheel brakes, maximum stopping distance, forty feet; 

b.  Four or more wheel brakes, vehicles up to seven thousand pounds gross 

     weight, maximum stopping distance, thirty feet; 
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c. Four or more wheel brakes, vehicles seven thousand pounds or more gross  

    weight, maximum stopping distance, thirty-five feet; 

d. All hand, parking, or emergency brakes, vehicles up to seven thousand pounds  

    gross weight, maximum stopping distance, fifty-five feet; and 

e.  All hand, parking, or emergency brakes, vehicles seven thousand pounds or 

more gross weight, maximum stopping distance, sixty-five feet. 

f. All braking distances specified in this section shall apply to all vehicles whether 

unloaded or loaded to the maximum capacity permitted by law.  NEB. REV. STAT. 

§ 60-6,244. 

g. The retarding force of one side of the vehicle shall not exceed the retarding 

force on the opposite side so as to prevent the vehicle stopping in a straight line. 

c. No trucks are allowed to carry a load that exceeds a gross weight of twelve thousand pounds  

unless it is equipped with power brakes, auxiliary brakes, or some standard booster brake 

equipment.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,247. 

 

7.  Regulations Governing Safety Devices 

     Both statute and administrative code govern Nebraskaôs safety device requirements for 

commercial vehicles. 

a. The Department of Roads of the State of Nebraska may use its discretion to issue a permit. 

granting permission to a vehicle or combination of vehicles that are over the legal weight or 

size limitation.  408 NEB. ADMIN. CODE  Ch. 1, § 002. 

b. Every vehicle that has a width of eighty inches or more or which has a load that extends forty  
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inches or more to the left of the center of the chassis must display two clearance lights on the 

left side of the vehicle when driven, pulled, operated, or propelled on any Nebraska highway 

during the period from sunset to sunrise, and at any time when there is not enough light to 

make the vehicle clearly discernable. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,235. 

1.  One of these clearance lights must be amber light located at the front of the vehicle  

and visible from a distance of three hundred feet from the front of the vehicle, under 

normal atmospheric conditions. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,235. 

2. The second clearance light must be red and be located at the rear of the truck.  This  

light must be visible from at a distance of three hundred feet from the rear of the 

vehicle, under normal atmospheric conditions. This red rear clearance light must also 

be located so that it cannot be confused with the rear tail light by vehicles approaching 

from the rear.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,235. 

c. Any vehicle required by section 60-6,235 to have clearance lights, while on Nebraska  

highways from sunset to sunrise, must be equipped with at least three portable flares, or red 

emergency reflectors, (as described in NEB. REV. STAT. 60-6,237)   which must be plainly 

visible for a distance of five hundred feet. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,236. 

d. The operator of any vehicle that is required to have clearance lights shall under § 60-6,235.,  

when stopping on or adjacent to the traveled portion of a Nebraska highway at any time 

between sunset to sunrise, must: 

1.  place one lighted flare or one red emergency reflector at the side the vehicle just  

inside the white line marking the center of paved highways and near the center of dirt 

or gravel highways,  

2.  place one lighted flare or one red emergency reflector approximately one hundred  



 108 

     feet to the rear of the vehicle, and  

3.  place one lighted flare or one red emergency reflector approximately one hundred  

feet to the front the vehicle. The operator must maintain the lighted flares or red 

emergency reflectors in such positions during the time the vehicle remains parked, 

except that motor vehicles transporting flammables must use two flares or two red 

emergency reflectors to be placed as described in this section to the front and rear but 

shall not be permitted to place open flame flares adjacent to such vehicles. NEB. REV. 

STAT. § 60-6,237 

e. When a load on any vehicle extends more than four feet beyond the rear of the bed or body, a  

red flag at least twelve inches long and twelve inches wide must displayed and clearly visible 

at all times on the rear of the load, except between the period of sunset and sunrise, there must 

be a red light on the end of the load that is plainly visible under normal atmospheric conditions 

at a distance of at least two hundred feet from the rear of the vehicle. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-

6,243.  

f. Each truck must be equipped with a rearview mirror and must be kept clean, repaired, and  

    installed. NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,253. 

1.  All vehicles must that are constructed or loaded in a way that prevents the driver from  

looking backwards must be equipped with a right and left side outside mirror located 

to reflect to the driver a rear view of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred 

feet.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,254. 

8.  Regulations Governing Cargo Securement  

Nebraska has a number of statutory and administrative regulations governing cargo 

securement. 
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a. When transporting a load, the least width or length dimension is the width of the load.  No part 

of a load may extend across the centerline of the road, except to avoid collision with objects 

near the edge of the road.  291 NEB. ADMIN. CODE Ch 3, § 004.09 

b. All vehicles must be constructed or loaded to prevent any contents from dropping, shifting, 

leaking or otherwise escaping from the vehicle when driven on Nebraska highways. 

NEB.REV.STAT. § 60-6,304(1). 

c. When a vehicle transports sand, gravel, or rock less than two inches in diameter, or any other  

refuse on hard surfaced Nebraska highways, the material transported cannot stick over the 

sides of that part of the vehicle unless the material is enclosed or completely covered with a 

suitable material, such as canvas.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,304(2). 

d. Loads on any vehicle including semitrailers must be properly distributed and adequately  

secure to prevent cargo from falling off the vehicle.  Any tailgate, door, tarpaulin, or any other 

equipment used in the operation of a motor vehicle, including semitrailers used for the 

securing of cargo or contents must be secure to prevent the cargo or contents from falling off 

the vehicle.  NEB. REV. STAT. § 60-6,304(3). 

 

9. Regulations Governing Food Safety 

a. Classification by Commodity Carriers are also classified by types of commodities carried.   

Group 4, includes but is not limited to, carriers of water, edible and non-edible oils, eggs, 

tallow, milk and dairy products, sugar, blood products and molasses  291 NEB. ADMIN. 

CODE Ch 3, § 003.06D3. 
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STATE TRUCKING SAFETY LAWS OF NORTH DAKOTA 

1.  Regulations Governing Driver Qualifications 

North Dakota statute requires testing for driver qualifications. 

a.  Resident of state must pass knowledge and skills test and pay five dollar fee. 

b.  Skills test may be administered by a third party per agreement with state. 

c.  Test may be waived if applicant meets requirements of 49 CFR 383.77. 

d.  License may not be issued while applicant subject to disqualification from driving a 

commercial vehicle, or while driverôs license is suspended, revoked, or canceled in any state; nor 

may commercial driverôs license be issued unless another stateôs commercial driverôs license is 

first surrendered.  

e.  Instruction permit may be issued to holder of class D driverôs license who passes vision and 

written tests required for CDL. 

f.  Instruction permit not to exceed six months. Only one renewal may be granted within a two-

year period.  

g.  Holder of permit may drive a commercial motor vehicle only when accompanied by one 

holding a valid commercial driverôs license. NDST 39-06.2-07, 08, 09. 

 

2.  Regulations Governing Driver Hours of Service 

a. Hours of service are set through North Dakotaôs statues. 

         1. May not drive more than 12 hours following 8 consecutive off-duty hours. 

         2. May not drive after being on duty more than 15 hours.  

         3. May not drive after 70 hours of duty in 7 consecutive days.  

         4. Hours of service limitations do not apply to intrastate driver when transporting  



 111 

            property of passengers during a declared emergency.  

        5. Drivers exempt from maintaining record of duty status if:  

                   a.   operating within 150 air-mile radius from reporting location; 

                   b.  eight hours off duty separate each 12 hours on duty; 

                   c. driver returns to reporting location and off duty in 12 hours.  

                  d.  motor carrier maintains 6 months of accurate time records.  

      6. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-32-02(1) provides the following drivers are not subject to hours            

of service limitations:   

            a.    driver of an authorized emergency vehicle. 

            b.   driver operating vehicle with a gross weight equal to or  

                  less than 26,000 pounds and not transporting hazardous materials.  

            c.  driver of tow truck at request of law enforcement.  

      7. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-06.2-17 exempts farm equipment and machinery used for  

agricultural purposes during planting and harvesting if transportation is within a 150 

air-mile radius from the source of the commodities or distribution point. N.D. CENT. 

CODE § 39-32-02(2). 

 

3. Regulations Governing Hazardous Materials  

a. North Dakota adds a few statutory requirements to the federal regulations that govern  

    hazardous materials. 

1. Vehicles transporting hazardous material must be equipped with at least one fire 

extinguisher.  
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2. Rules consistent with current hazardous materials regulations of the United States 

Department of Transportation (49 CFR Part 1572, 49 CFR Part 383.71(a)(9)) 

3. Drivers who transport hazardous materials are required to have their fingerprints 

taken and successfully complete a Federal criminal history background check (federal 

security assessment.).  

4. Drivers who obtain the North Dakota commercial license and pass the security 

assessment are eligible to take the Hazardous material knowledge test in order to put 

the ñHò endorsement on their North Dakota CDL.  

5. Commercial drivers who are renewing an ñHò endorsement, or transferring an out-of-

state CDL with an ñHò endorsement will also be required to undergo the federal 

security threat assessment. 

6. N.D. CENT. CODE § 23-20.3-06 allows department of health and safety to inspect 

hazardous material.  

7. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-04-02 states registration is for a semitrailer tank designated as 

MC306, MC307, MC312, MC330, MC331, or MC338, the applicant must show 

compliance with hazardous materials rules of the United States department of 

transportation. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-44. 

 

4. Regulations Governing Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance 

a. Other than references to brakes, the statutes do not list specific requirements of commercial   

drivers.  
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5. Regulations Governing Mud Flaps  

a. The state of North Dakota does not require mud flaps.  

 

6. Regulations Governing Brakes   

         There are minimum statutory requirements for brakes in North Dakota. 

a. Brakes on trailers or semi trailers must be equipped with   

safety chains or brakes in case of accidental breakaway of the towed  

    vehicle. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-32. 

            1.  parking brakes also required. 

2. same brake assemblies may be used for service and parking 

    brakes.  

            3. requires maintenance of brakes (all vehicles). N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-33. 

 

7. Regulations Governing Safety Devices  

a. A trailer or semi trailer if loaded as to obscure the  

    stoplight must have an additional stoplight. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-07. 

 b. Every bus, truck, trailer, or semi trailer 80 inches or more in 

     width must have the following:  

          1.  in rear, two reflectors, two clearance lamps, and one stoplight.  

          2.. in front, two clearance lamps. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-08. 

c. Flares, red electric lanterns or red-burning fuses, red-cloth flags with  

    standard must be available for use in emergencies. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-42. 

d. There must be warning reflectors for vehicles transporting gas or  
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    explosives. Flares are not allowed in this case.  N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-43. 

e. There must be at least one fire extinguisher when transporting  

    hazardous materials. N.D. CENT. CODE § 39-21-44 

 

8. Regulations Governing Cargo Securement   

North Dakotaôs statutes do not make reference cargo securement, but the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administrate does regulate this area.  

a. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration does regulate. 49 CFR 393.100  

requires each commercial motor vehicle transporting cargo on public roads to  

    secure cargo to prevent the cargo from leaking, spilling, blowing or falling from vehicle.  

b. Cargo must be contained or secured to prevent shifting upon or within the  

vehicle to the extent that the vehicleôs stability or maneuverability is adversely  

    affected. 67 FR 61212-01. 

 

9. Regulations Governing Food Safety  

North Dakota statute authorizes the Department of Health to inspect and determine food  

safety. 

a. The Department of Health has the right to inspect and  

    examine foods in transit. N.D. CENT. CODE § 19-02.1-21. 

b. Agents of the Department of Health may condemn or destroy the  

    food if unsafe.  N.D. CENT. CODE § 19-02.1-05(4). 

c. The Department of Health may take samples of bread, flour, or rolls  

    from vehicle in transit. N.D. CENT. CODE § 19-17-04(4). 
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STATE TRUCKING SAFETY LAWS OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

1. Regulations Governing Driver Qualifications 

South Dakota utilizes statutory requirements along with federal regulations to set driver 

qualifications. 

a. Each commercial motor vehicle driver shall meet the minimum standards and qualifications  

established under S.D.C.L § 32-12A-1 to 32-12A-50, inclusive, S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-51, and  

S.D.C.L. §§ 32-12A-52 to 32-12A-58, inclusive, and in accordance with 49 C.F.R. subpart 

383.23 as amended through January 1, 2002. Each commercial motor vehicle driver shall 

obtain a commercial driver license. 

1. Commercial drivers must meet qualifications under S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-1. S.D.C.L. § 

32-12A-7:   

2. Definition of Commercial Motor Vehicle:  over 26,001pounds or more, vehicle 

designed to transport 16 or more people, vehicle is transporting hazardous materials 

and is required to be placarded in accordance with 49 C.F.R. Part 172, Subpart F, as 

amended through January 1, 1993. S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-1.  

3. Chapter 32 prevails when there is a conflict with general driving provisions. S.D.C.L. 

§ 32-12A-2. 

4. Only one operator's license permitted. S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-3.   

5. Licensing requirements include: 

a. License holder must report any violations to department within 30 days.   

b. Employer must be notified within 30 days of any non traffic violation 

c. When the commercial drivers license is suspended, the employer must be notified   
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    by the end of the business day. 

d. To apply for Commercial license, must provide: 

1. Previous employers within the last 10 years which employed applicant as 

a commercial driver.  

2. Dates applicant drover for each employer 

3. Reason for leaving the employer. S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-4. 

6.  (Effective September 30, 2005) Driving prohibited when person, commercial motor 

vehicle, or motor carrier operation subject to any out-of-service order. S.D.C.L. § 32-

12A-8.1   

7. The fee for a commercial driver license is fifteen dollars. If knowledge and skill 

testing is administered for a commercial driver license, the fee is twenty-five dollars. 

S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-15. 

8. No person who has been a resident of this state for thirty days may drive a 

commercial motor vehicle under the authority of a commercial driver license issued 

by another jurisdiction. S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-17. 

9. List of requirements that should be included on the commercial drivers license:  

Name, residential and mailing address, etc. S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-20.   

10. A driver may operate anything in his class or under.  Defines classes of vehicles. 

S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-21. 

11. School bus operator:  no driving under the influence within the last 3 years. S.D.C.L. 

§ 32-12A-25.   

12. Note that there are many provisions that expired September 20, 2005.  One of these 

S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-14, lists the provisions required on application: 
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a.   The full legal name and current mailing and residential address of the applicant. 

b. A physical description of the applicant including sex, height, weight and eye 

color.  

c. Date of Birth 

d. Applicantôs Social Security number 

e. Applicantôs Signature 

f. Certifications including those required by 49 C.F.R. Part 383.71(a) as of January 

1, 1989; and 

g. A consent to release driving record information 

b. Federal statute requires the following: 

1. shall certify that he/she meets the qualification requirements contained in part 391 of this 

title 

2. Pass a knowledge test in accordance with the standards contained in subparts G and H of 

this part for the type of motor vehicle the person operates or expects to operate 

3. Pass a driving or skills test in accordance with the standards contained in subparts G and 

H of this part taken in a motor vehicle which is representative of the type of motor 

vehicle the person operates or expects to operate; or provide evidence that he/she has 

successfully passed a driving test administered by an authorized third party 

4. Certify that the motor vehicle in which the person takes the driving skills test is 

representative of the type of motor vehicle that person operates or expects to operate; 

5. Provide to the State of issuance the information required to be included on the CDL as 

specified in subpart J of this part; 
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6. Certify that he/she is not subject to any disqualification under § 383.51, or any license 

suspension, revocation, or cancellation under State law, and that he/she does not have a 

driver's license from more than one State or jurisdiction; 

7. Surrender the applicant's non-CDL driver's licenses to the State; and 

8. Provide the names of all States where the applicant has previously been licensed to drive 

any type of motor vehicle during the previous 10 years. 

9. If applying for a hazardous materials endorsement, comply with Transportation Security 

Administration requirements codified in 49 CFR Part 1572, and provide proof of 

citizenship or immigration status as specified in Table 1 to this section. A lawful 

permanent resident of the United States requesting a hazardous materials endorsement 

must additionally provide his or her Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(BCIS) Alien registration number. 49 CFR 383.71 (referenced in S.D.C.L. § 32-12A-1).   

 

2. Regulations Governing Driver Hours of Service   

South Dakota statutes have adopted federal code requirements to set drivers hours of 

service. 

a. SD code defers to federal regulation on hours of service. 

1. Property as cargo:  

a. More than 11 cumulative hours following 10 consecutive hours off duty 

b. For any period after the end of the 14th hour after coming on duty following 10 

consecutive hours off duty, except when a property-carrying driver complies with 

the provisions of § 395.1(o) or § 395.1(e)(2). 
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c. No motor carrier shall permit or require a driver of a property-carrying 

commercial motor vehicle to drive, nor shall any driver drive a property-carrying 

commercial motor vehicle, regardless of the number of motor carriers using the 

driver's services, for any period after 

d. Having been on duty 60 hours in any period of 7 consecutive days if the 

employing motor carrier does not operate commercial motor vehicles every day of 

the week; or 

e. Having been on duty 70 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days if the 

employing motor carrier operates commercial motor vehicles every day of the 

week. 

f. Any period of 7 consecutive days may end with the beginning of any off-duty 

period of 34 or more consecutive hours; or 

g. Any period of 8 consecutive days may end with the beginning of any off-duty 

period of 34 or more consecutive hours. 49 CFR 395.3. 

2. Passengers as cargo:  

a. More than 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty 

b. For any period after having been on duty 15 hours following 8 consecutive hours 

off duty 

c. No motor carrier shall permit or require a driver of a passenger-carrying 

commercial motor vehicle to drive, nor shall any driver drive a passenger-carrying 

commercial motor vehicle, regardless of the number of motor carriers using the 

driver's services, for any period after 
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d. Having been on duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days if the employing motor 

carrier does not operate commercial motor vehicles every day of the week; or 

e. Having been on duty 70 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days if the 

employing motor carrier operates commercial motor vehicles every day of the 

week. 49 CFR 395.5.  

 

3. Regulations Governing Hazardous Materials:   

Regulations for the governance of hazardous materials transported in commercial 

trucking derive from federal law. 

a. S.D.C.L. refers to Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (49 App. U.S.C. § 1801 et seq.), as 

amended through January 1, 2005.  The federal government wants to regulate hazardous 

materials.  

b. S.D.C.L. refers to 49 CFR 383.71(a)(9):  If applying for a hazardous materials endorsement, 

comply with Transportation Security Administration requirements codified in 49 CFR Part 1572, 

and provide proof of citizenship or immigration status as specified in Table 1 to this section. A 

lawful permanent resident of the United States requesting a hazardous materials endorsement 

must additionally provide his or her Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (BCIS) 

Alien registration number 

1. Threats: 

Security threat assessment must de done using an applicantôs fingerprints, name, or    

other identifying information. 
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There is no threat if: 

a. The applicant does not have a disqualifying criminal offense described in § 

1572.103 

b. The applicant meets the immigration status requirements described in § 1572.105 

c. TSA conducts the analyses described in § 1572.107 and determines that the 

applicant does not pose a security threat 

d. The applicant has not been adjudicated as lacking mental capacity or committed 

to a mental institution, as described in § 1572.109.  49 CFR 1572.5. 

 

4. Regulations Governing Inspection, Repair and Maintenance 

South Dakota utilizes federal regulation to set inspection, repair and maintenance 

requirements. 

a. South Dakota truck drivers must comply with Part 396 of the Federal Motor Carrier 

    Safety Regulations, (49 CFR Part 396). Every motor carrier, its officers, drivers, 

    agents, representatives, and employees directly concerned with inspection or  

    maintenance of commercial motor vehicles must comply and be conversant with these  

    rules. 

 

5. Regulations Governing Mud Flaps 

a. No pertinent information on mud flap requirements found 
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6. Regulations Governing Brakes 

A number of requirements for brakes are found in the South Dakota Codified Laws. 

a. Chapter 32 of S.D.C.L. deals with brakes.  There are regulations for service brakes,  

    parking brakes, hydraulic brakes, vacuum operated brakes, safety backflow for brake fluid.   

1. Brake requirement generally:  Every motor vehicle, as defined by  

   subdivision  S.D.C.L § 32-14-1 (17) and every trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer  

   manufactured or sold in this state, and any combination of such vehicles operating upon a  

   highway within this state shall be equipped with brakes in compliance with the  

   requirements of this chapter. A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. S.D.C.L.     

   § 32-18-1.   

2. Every vehicle described in S.D.C.L. § 32-18-1 shall be equipped with  

brakes acting on all wheels except as provided by S.D.C.L. §§ 32-18-3 to 32-18-6, 

inclusive. S.D.C.L. § 32-18-2.   

      3. Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers of a maximum gross  

          weight not exceeding three thousand pounds, and trailers, semitrailers, or pole 

          trailers of a maximum gross weight not exceeding seven thousand pounds 

          manufactured or assembled prior to July 1, 1974, need not be equipped with brakes  

         acting on all wheels, provided that: 

a. The total weight on and including the wheels of the trailer or trailers shall  

                 not exceed forty percent of the gross weight of the towing vehicle when  

                 connected to the trailer or trailers; and 

            b. The combination of vehicles, consisting of the towing vehicle and its total 

                  towed load, is capable of complying with the performance requirements of  

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2c44a77b2206c557125a0f468e0ea481&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-2%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-1&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=4c048eb00b882aed0ad85adf84bfc84c
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2c44a77b2206c557125a0f468e0ea481&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-2%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-3&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=b7c8c84751c869b4b758da473e2e670a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2c44a77b2206c557125a0f468e0ea481&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-2%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=4&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-6&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=2c90e19487f704579f939875b1660b5f
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                  S.D.C.L. §§ 32-18-8 and 32-18-9.  S.D.C.L. § 32-18-3.   

        4. Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or towaway 

            operations need not be equipped with brakes acting on all wheels, provided the  

            combination of vehicles s capable of complying with the performance requirements 

           of  S.D.C.L. § 32-18-8 and S.D.C.L. 32-18-9. S.D.C.L. § 32-18-4.   

        5. Any truck and truck tractor having three or more axles need 

            not have brakes on the front wheels if the vehicle was manufactured before July 25, 

           1980. If any truck and truck tractor having three or more axles is equipped with at  

           least two steerable axles, the wheels of one steerable axle need not have brakes. 

           However, such trucks and truck tractors shall be capable of complying with the  

           performance requirements of S.D.C.L. §§ 32-18-8 and 32-18-9.  S.D.C.L. § 32-18-5.   

 

7. Regulations Governing Safety Devices 

South Dakota has limited statutory requirements for safety devices. 

a. Any school bus purchased before September 1, 1992, may be equipped with a stop arm signal 

conforming to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 131, School Bus and Pedestrian Safety 

Devices, 49 CFR Part 571.131. Any new school bus purchased on or after September 1, 1992, 

shall be equipped with such a stop arm signal. S.D.C.L. § 32-32-12.  

 

8. Regulations Governing Cargo Securement   

a. Multiple restrictions on weight and length are listed in S.D.C.L. chapter 32-22.   

1. All motor vehicles, trucks, trailers and semitrailers used in  

http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=1af22f3ceb4529a934bff8de7592c44d&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-3%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-8&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=7ce9ce1ded014a8b488c3fb3c3d394bd
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=1af22f3ceb4529a934bff8de7592c44d&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-3%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-9&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=4888747210d5a5d525bf647c7bcb4830
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2cfbfb5d084d6e166d7351aeb71f5eb1&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-4%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-8&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=e5c9652810ae5408509974b5bb007d50
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2cfbfb5d084d6e166d7351aeb71f5eb1&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-4%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-9&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=e0723485ac9893262aa93ccb65cf3799
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=5032d1e625cbb7f879ab35224acf8a13&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-5%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-8&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=612eb10a8df95279f73b855c2380ae69
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=5032d1e625cbb7f879ab35224acf8a13&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bS.D.%20Codified%20Laws%20%a7%2032-18-5%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=SDCODE%2032-18-9&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAt&_md5=33af233d615693359d14d02577850e37
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transporting on the public highways articles consisting, wholly or in part, of any pipe, 

casing, rods, bars, finished lumber products, logs, poles or piling, which are longer than 

eight feet, shall have them securely and tightly fastened to the front and rear of the vehicle 

by at least two separate iron chains, cables or synthetic straps extending over and around 

the articles on the vehicle in a manner as to securely fasten the same to the vehicle and 

prevent lateral or longitudinal movement of the articles while being transported in the 

vehicle. The chains, cables and synthetic straps used shall have a breaking strength of not 

less than fifteen thousand pounds. The provisions of this section do not apply to such 

articles if entirely enclosed, other than at top, within the confines of a rack or box mounted 

on such vehicles, and which articles, when loaded in such vehicle, do not extend at the 

highest point of the load two linear feet above the lowest point of floor or bed of such 

vehicle. A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. S.D.C.L. § 32-22-32. 

2. Prerequisite to saddlemount combination operation.  Before     

operating any combination of motor vehicles by the driveaway method in saddlemount 

consisting of three or four units, the motor carrier shall hold a valid Interstate Commerce 

Commission certificate to transport new automobiles and trucks by the driveaway method. 

The motor carrier may transport new automobiles and trucks in the method of double 

saddlemount or triple saddlemount provided the carrier complies with the United States 

Department of Transportation motor carrier safety regulations regarding double and triple 

saddlemount as of October 1, 1986. No combination of motor vehicles permitted by this 

section may exceed seventy-five feet in length, nor exceed the width, height or gross 

weight limitations fixed by statute. A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. 

S.D.C.L. § 32-22-11.   
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3. Extended load -- Red flag or red light display ï During daylight hours  

if the load on any vehicle extends more than four feet beyond the rear of the bed or body 

thereof, there shall be displayed at the end of the load in a position which is clearly visible 

at all times from the rear of the load a red flag not less than twelve inches both in length 

and width. A violation of this flagging requirement is a Class 2 misdemeanor. During the 

time period one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise there shall be 

displayed at the end of the load a red light plainly visible under normal atmospheric 

conditions at least two hundred feet from the rear of the vehicle. A violation of this 

lighting requirement is a Class 2 misdemeanor. S.D.C.L. § 32-22-6.   

 

9.  Regulations Governing Food Safety 

South Dakota food safety chiefly concerns statutory branding requirements. 

a. The transportation or shipment from any point within this state to any 

other point within this state of any article of food which is adulterated or misbranded, within 

the meaning of this chapter, is prohibited, and any person who shall ship or transport or deliver 

for shipment or transportation from any point within this state to any other point within this 

state, or who shall receive at any point within this state from any other point within this state 

and having so received shall deliver in original, unbroken packages, or offer to deliver to any 

person any such article so adulterated or misbranded, or any person selling or keeping for sale, 

or offering for sale in this state, any such adulterated or misbranded foods, is guilty of a Class 

2 misdemeanor. S.D.C.L. § 39-4-19. 
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XII.  CRITICAL SECURITY ISSUES FOR THE TRUCKING INDUSTRY 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Following the events of 9/11, a 9/11 Commission was formed to make recommendations 

for the nationôs transportation system and report them to the Senate Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation Committee.   Senator John McCain (R-AZ), chairman of the full Senate 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee, noted that ñbecause of the size and 

complexity of the Nationôs transportation system, the Commission recommends that the 

Department of Homeland Security develop an integrated plan to focus resources in a manner to 

best protect all the transportation modes.ò
90

   

A year after 9/11, U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer (New York) published a list of suggested 

security measures for the U. S. Congress to consider.  His suggestions to bolster truck security 

included requiring federal background checks for truck drivers, tracking technology for all 

trucks, creating a HAZMAT database to register all hazmat materials, and new technology to 

bolster the safety of the countryôs trucking fleet.
91

  

 

 

COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSES FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 

To date, the only measure of Senator Schumerôs proposed legislation to secure the 

nationôs trucking fleet that has been enacted into law is the federal background checks for truck 

drivers.  Shortly after 9/11 Congress passed Section 1012 of the Patriot Act which mandated 

                                                 
90

  9/11 Commission Recommendations on Transportation Security, ITS AMERICA NEWS,  Washington, D.C. 

Aug. 16, 2004 
91

 Senator Schumer: 8 Million Unsecured Trucks Going in and out of New York City Every Year Pose Serious 

Terrorist Threat, Senator Charles E. Schumer Press Release, Dec. 22, 2002, at 

http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/pressroom/press_releases/PR1383.html. 
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criminal background checks of drivers seeking to obtain hazardous materials endorsements in 

combination with their commercial licenses.
92

   

Under this law, in order to obtain a commercial license to transport hazardous materials, 

applicants must show proof of citizenship with one of the following: (1) a certified copy of a 

government issued United States birth certificate, (2) a United States passport, (3) a certification 

of birth abroad issued by the United States Department of State, (4) certificate of naturalization, 

or (5) a certificate of U.S. citizenship. If the applicant is not a citizen the applicant may present 

another proof of legal residence in the form of: (1) a permanent resident card, temporary  I-551 

stamp in a foreign passport, (2) a temporary I-551 stamp on Form I-94(Arrival/Departure 

Record) with a photo of the bearer, or (3) a reentry form (Form I-327). 

Under the provisions of the USA Patriot Act (Public Law 107-56, Section 1-12), rules of 

the federal Transportation Security Administration (TSA) (49CFR Part 1572) and the Federal 

Motor Safety Administration (FMCSA) (49 CFR Part 383.71(a)(9) states are required to 

administer background checks for all commercial motor vehicle drivers that applied for a 

driverôs license to move hazardous materials. The Department of Motor Vehicles cannot issue a 

hazardous materials endorsement (HME) until the applicant has first submitted to a fingerprint-

based background check.  The Transportation Security (TSA) must determine that the applicant 

does not pose a security threat before the endorsement can be issued.
93

 

Applicants must also take and pass an HME knowledge test over the regulations at Title 49, Parts 

100-185 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

Each state in the Northern Great Plains region has posted the federally mandated 

instructions on their DOT website for drivers who are seeking a hazardous materials 
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 Bruce Sauer, Trucking and Terrorism, June 24, 2002, at http://logistics.about.com/library/weekly/aa062402a.htm 
93

 Iowa Department of Transportation, Hazardous Materials Endorsement Fingerprint-Based Background Checks, 

at http://www.dot.state.ia.us/mvd/ods/hazmat.htm. 
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endorsement.  The website lists the locations in each state for fingerprinting and background 

checks, a checklist of information that drivers may need to know -- such as what documents are 

needed to certify citizenship, information on crimes that would prohibit the applicant from 

receiving endorsement, and information about the HME knowledge test that applicants must 

pass.   

  

OTHER STATE SECURITY EFFORTS ï NON-MANDATED 
 

In 2005, the American Transportation Research Institute was commissioned by the 

American Trucking Associations to research the issues viewed as the highest priority by the U. 

S. trucking industry.  After contacting over 2000 carriers they identified the top 10 concerns of 

the industry, and among the concerns was truck security.  The trucking industry recognizes that it 

is a potential and accessible target for security threats. Respondents said they wanted to see 

development and dissemination of comprehensive security policies, to reorganize truck security 

oversight, increase industry security research and development, and require cost/benefit analysis 

as part of all security regulations.
94

  

As previously stated the only security laws that have been passed have been in the area of 

hazardous materials.  The states defer to the federal laws in this area and enforce the regulations 

on the state level.   

Other security programs are in place in most states but they are programs that operate on 

a voluntary basis. One such initiative is the Highway Watch program.  This program combines 

the cooperation of the American Trucking Association (ATA) and the U.S. Department of  

Homeland Security (DHS) which in turn seeks the cooperation of the state trucking associations.   

                                                 
94

 American  Transportation Research Institute, Top Industry Issues 2005 Research Summary,  at 

http://www.tmta.com/img/Top%20Industry%20Issues%20Summary%20Report.pdf. 
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Each state in the Northern Great Plains region has a Highway Watch program operating 

in their state. These programs provide anti-terrorism and safety awareness training to 

transportation workers. After receiving training, transportation professionals contact emergency 

personnel through a special hotline.  A trained operator at the call center verifies the callers 

identity (each participant has a unique Highway Watch ID number).  A report of the incident is 

forwarded to the Highway Information Sharing and Analysis Center where it is shared with the 

government intelligence officials and other law enforcement agencies.
95

 

Private industry is also making efforts to create security training programs available to 

the trucking industry to help truckers lower insurance premiums for transportation which sky-

rocketed after 9/11. Because all the efforts so far to provide security measures for the trucking 

industry have either been federal or on a volunteer level this study found no need for 

recommendation to harmonize any laws on the state level.  However, the recommendation could 

be made that any laws that are considered in the future should be shared with all states in the 

region to promote a uniformity of any laws within the region. 
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 Highway Watch, Lt. Governor Announces Anti-Terrorism Initiative for Transportation Workers, Sept. 30, 2004, 

at http://www.mntruck.org/pdfs/MTArelease_093004.pdf.     
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XIII.  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Overall, our study has revealed an urgent need for harmonization of commercial vehicle 

laws in the Northern Great Plains Region.  Commercial vehicle regulations for state highways 

throughout the region vary immensely.  Although there are no inconsistencies in width 

allowances, height allowances differ by a full foot and gross weight allowances on non-interstate 

highways differ by nearly 50,000 pounds.  And while length allowances do not vary throughout 

the region, LCV allowances do.  In Iowa, for instance LCVs may only operate in and around 

Sioux City.  In Nebraska, LCVs would have to be driven nearly empty in order to meet the 

stateôs weight requirements.  And whereas LCVs are only allowed on specified corridors in 

South Dakota, they may be driven with few restrictions in North Dakota.   

In addition, permitting laws are so numerous and disparate, it is probable that many 

trucks operate illegally due to confusion or ignorance of the incongruent permitting laws in each 

state.  Although states probably intended the existing permit system to facilitate hauling of 

oversize/overweight loads through the region, the result has been to increase the complexity and 

confusion of each stateôs permitting statutes.  Moreover, the vast array of exceptions each state 

has implemented for height, width, length, and weight allowances further amplify the confusion.   

Harmonization of height, width, length, and weight regulations on highways throughout 

the Northern Great Plains Region would allow for increased economic competitiveness of the 

region, as well as decreased aggravation and confusion for trucking companies in the industry.  

Furthermore, harmonization of LCV laws would prevent LCVs from having to re-route to avoid 

states such as Iowa and Minnesota, in which LCVs are (with few exceptions) not allowed to 

travel.   
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The benefits to harmonizing commercial vehicle regulations among the five states are 

numerous.  For example, allowing LCVs and larger loads may produce reduced transportation 

costs to the trucking industry and consumers, as well as decreased confusion for truckers.  

Allowing larger loads may reduce the overall number of trucks on the road, which will in turn 

result in energy savings and a decrease in emissions and other negative environmental impacts.  

Finally, fewer trucks on the road may also improve safety and reduce congestion at state 

borders.
96

   

Unfortunately, the barriers to harmonization are as numerous as the benefits.  In fact, 

there appear to be two opposing forces at work in the quest for harmonization.  One force pushes 

for harmonization, and the other resists it.
97

  These two forces are reflected in the two different 

regulatory approaches toward commercial trucking laws:  the setting of general standards, and 

the creation of a complex array of exceptions to those general standards.  Whereas the general 

standards often try to achieve uniformity between the states, the exceptions multiply the 

disparities between the states.
98

   

The drive for uniformity, as reflected in the general standards, often comes from 

economic and regulatory planners.  These planners have set their focus primarily on the 

achievement of economic growth through the elimination of trade law disparities.  Their single 
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REPORT:  A FIRST STEP TO IMPROVING REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS 4-5 (Fargo, N.D., June 15 & 16, 2005) 

(unpublished report).  
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 See id.  This conference hosted by North Dakotaôs DOT identified the barriers to achieving uniformity of truck 

size and regulation including lack of leadership in states promoting laws and changes.  Id. 
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 Jeanette Montufar & Alan Clayton, Seasonal Weight Limits on Prairie Region Highways:  Opportunities for 

Rationalization and Harmonization, 29 CAN. J. CIV . ENG. 8, 15 (2002).  There are highly complex and sometimes 

conflicting regulations pertaining to seasonal permitting in the prairie region.  Id.  ñThese regulations vary with 

respect to methods of determination, methods of application, intensity, introductory and termination dates, duration, 

. . . [and often have] different enforcement practices, polices and intensities among agencies.ò  Id. (alteration in 

original).   
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vision is economic growth through uniformity of industry regulation.  On the other hand, state 

legislators are not so singularly driven by the goal of economic growth and uniformity of 

regulation. In addition, states may view harmonization as a relinquishment of a degree of 

sovereignty.  Legislators represent the unique outlooks of their individual constituencies, 

whereas economic and government planners often represent a more regional outlook, which is 

devoid of all the particular policy and values judgments of  individual communities.  

Consequently, the more uniform general standards adopted by states in their trucking regulations 

are often the product of economic planners, whereas the exceptions are the work of individual 

state legislative committees.   

The complex web of exceptions existing within the regulatory environment facing 

commercial trucking in the Northern Great Plains region essentially reflects a whole array of 

complicating factors, which in turn reflect all of the social complexities of a diverse array of 

democratic communities.  Despite their many similarities, the five states possess unique and 

distinguishing characteristics that in turn are expressed in the body of their statutory exemptions 

to the general standards governing commercial trucks.  Of the five states, for instance, Minnesota 

and Iowa are the most populous.  Therefore, those states will have a higher number of highway 

accidents and more highway congestion.  In addition, the more populated and congested states 

may have more acute concerns regarding pollution, as well as different attitudes toward truck 

traffic.  Other factors that may be unique to each state include:  budgetary considerations, status 

and conditions of roads, accident occurrences and patterns, railroad infrastructure and use, the 

type of commodities being shipped, the origin and destination of those commodities, and the 

overall nature of the state economy.  Another factor complicating the drive for uniformity is the 

tendency for independent governmental entities ð e.g., states ð to favor bilateral arrangements 
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with other independent entities over participation in a governing arrangement requiring 

consensual action by a number of different governmental entities.
99

   

An examination of the commercial trucking laws and regulations of the five-state 

Northern Great Plains region reveals that disparities are not simply the result of regulatory 

ignorance or indifference.  Instead, as often reflected in the web of exemptions, these disparities 

are the deliberate result of the different policy goals and value judgments of a diverse group of 

democratic communities that are interested in more than just economic growth and regulatory 

uniformity.
100

  And yet, despite these obstacles to harmonization, the economic and legal 

environment is clearly moving in the direction of further harmonization.
101
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 The South Dakota-Iowa Open City Free Zone Reciprocity Agreement states:   

The States of South Dakota and Iowa have agreed that Sioux City, IA, and North Sioux City, SD 

are open cities for the movement of commercial vehicles licensed in either state, provided that the 

vehicles remain within the cities.  In addition, Sioux Falls, SD is an open city for the movement of 

livestock via SD38 from the Iowa State Line directly to Sioux Falls.  The vehicles must bear an 

Iowa license, and the movement must be interstate in nature.  

South Dakota Department of Transportation, South Dakota Motor Carrier Handbook 60 (2005), 
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line on ND 32, south on ND 32 east on ND 17 to junction ND 18, south on ND 18 to the ND/SD 
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State of North Dakota, Reciprocity Agreement, http://www.state.nd.us/ndhp/permits/reciprocity.html.
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A study by Lakshmanan, Anderson, and Chatterjee for the Center for Transportation 

Studies at Boston University, states that ñcomplete harmonization is probably an unrealistic 

goal.ò
102

   Therefore, efforts may need to focus instead on goals such as those proposed in a 2006 

informal meeting of the Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota Departments of  

Transportation, hosted by the Northern Great Plains Institute.
103

  This focus group concluded that 

a core group of states such as South Dakota, Minnesota and North Dakota need to begin to 

minimize inconsistencies on several east/west and north/south routes then add other borders 

states naming Iowa, Nebraska, and Montana as likely states.  The state DOTs would be 

encouraged to sign a Memorandum of Understanding,
104

 which would commit them to moving 

forward with efforts toward uniform permitting of particular routes, which might include U.S. 

Highway 2 and 85, I-29 and I-94.
105

  Such a tightly-focused endeavor, aimed at achieving an 

early success, may be the best strategy for embarking upon as daunting a task as the 

harmonization of trade laws among the states of the Northern Great Plains Region. 
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