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SATURDAY, MAY NINTH

TWO THOUSAND AND NINE

AT NINE-THIRTY A.M.

HELD IN THE DAKOTADOME ON THE

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, VERMILLION

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA

THE ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL



Professional photographs by Jolesch Photography will be available a week
after the ceremony.  To purchase photographs, please follow the link to their

website at www.usd.edu/registrar/commencement.cfm.



Commencement Exercises

Processional - Pomp and Circumstance, by Elgar........... Dr. Larry B. Schou
                  Professor of Music

The Star-Spangled Banner, arr. by Lloyd Pfautsch.......USD Chamber Singers
                                                                                   directed by Dr. David Holdhusen

The audience is invited to sing. Gentlemen, please remove your hats.

Welcome................................................................Professor Kaius Helenurm
Chair, USD Faculty Senate

President James W. Abbott

Belbas-Larson Awards for Excellence in Teaching...................Dr. Charles Staben
                                                Acting Provost & Vice President of Academic Affairs

Professor Thomas Davies, Beacom School of Business

Professor David Carr, Beacom School of Business

Commencement  Address..............................Mary Lynn and Stephen R. Myers
                                                      “It’s All About You!”

Ye Shall Have a Song, arr. by Randall Thompson..........USD Chamber Singers
directed by Dr. David Holdhusen

Conferring of Degrees....................................................Regent Dean Krogman
             President James W. Abbott

Posthumous Degree..................................President James W. Abbott
Denae Marie Zerr, Bachelor of Science, Psychology

Honorary Degrees......................................President James W. Abbott
                            Mary Lynn Myers, Doctor of Public Service

Stephen R. Myers, Doctor of Public Service

Alumni Welcome....................................................................Jen A. Porter
           Alumni Association Representative

University Hymn, Alma Mater......................................USD Chamber Singers
                                                                directed by Dr. David Holdhusen

The audience is invited to sing. Gentlemen, please remove your hats.

Recessional - Grand Choeur, by Salome................................ Dr. Larry B. Schou



Board of Regents

Terry Baloun
Richard G. Belatti
James O. Hansen
Harvey C. Jewett, IV
Kathryn Johnson

Honorary Marshals

Stage Party

Emeritus Professor Orla Christensen
Emeritus Professor Joan England

Alma Mater, Dakota, we drink thee a
health

As we go from thy sheltering walls;
Younger feet shall come trouping to gather
  thy wealth,
Younger voices shall ring through thy

halls.
Keep us true to the type of the brave

pioneer,
No hardship e’er daunted his quest;
Alma Mater, lead on to the untried frontier,
We follow the trail to the west.

 The writier of the Alma Mater’s lyrics, Mable Kingsley

Richardson, graduated from The University of South Dakota in
1902 and directed USD”s library from 1907 to 1941.  A
pioneer’s daughter who loved South Dakota, she voiced in the
Alma Mater the views of a woman of her time.

Dean Krogman
Randall K. Morris
Carole Pagones
Melanie J. Satchell

Words by Mabel Kingsley Richardson
Music by Winfred R. Colton

South Dakota! How dear to thy children
thy name,

How daring the tales oft retold
Of thy builders who first to thy
  wilderness came,
Theirs a glory that never grows old.
O the pine crested peaks of the storied
  Black Hills,
The Missouri that ribbons thy plain.
Where the slant summer sunshine so
  lavishly spills
Over prairie and pasture and grain.

Alma Mater

Lead Marshals

Professor Emily Haddad Professor Leon Korte

James W. Abbott, President
Dean Krogman, Board of Regents Representative
Mary Lynn Myers, Speaker & Honorary Degree Recipient
Stephen R. Myers, Speaker & Honorary Degree Recipeint
Jen A. Porter, Alumni Association Representative
Kaius Helenurm, Chair, USD Faculty Senate
Charles Staben, Provost & Vice President, Academic Affairs
Laurie J. Becvar, Dean, Graduate School & Dean, Division of Continuing Education
Rodney R. Parry, Vice President, Health Affairs & Dean, Sanford School of Medicine
Paul C. Bunger, Dean, Medical Student Affairs
Barry R. Vickrey, Dean, School of Law
Matthew Moen, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences
Michael J. Keller, Dean, Beacom School of Business
Rick Melmer, Dean, School of Education
Daniel G. Guyette, Dean, College of Fine Arts
Kirsten Compary, Acting Dean of Students
Laura J. Jenski, Vice President, Research
Thomas L. Sorensen, Associate Dean, School of Law
Jenifer Jost, Acting University Registrar
Ceason Hunter, Interpreter



Marshals

Faculty in Attendance

Administration in Attendance

Professor Mejai Bola Avoseh
Professor Mark Baron
Professor Justin Beebe
Professor Teri Bellis
Professor Mark Baron
Professor Larry Bradley
Professor Larry Bright
Professor David Burrow
Professor Jean Caraway
Professor Karen Card
Professor David Carr
Professor Hee-sook Choi
Professor Patrick Cross
Professor Thomas Davies
Professor Kelly Duncan
Professor Marvin Gamble
Professor Doreen Gosmire
Professor Stephanie Groenewold
Professor Lisa Hazlett
Professor David Holdhusen
Professor Chris Hutton
Professor Eric Jepsen
Professor Darin Jerke
Professor Brennan Jordan
Professor Becca Jordre
Professor Kathleen Kaminski
Professor Christina Keller
Professor Bruce Kelley
Professor Dona Kennealley

Professor James Korcuska
Professor Yuhlong Lio
Professor Marni Martin
Professor Timothy Mirtiz
Professor Anthony Molina
Professor Marcia Morrison
Professor Ronald Moyer
Professor Richard Muller
Professor Seth Olson
Professor Roy Osborn
Professor Greg Patton
Professor Carolyn Prentice
Professor Randy Quevillon
Professor Kumoli Ramakrishnan
Professor William Richardson
Professor Mary Ring
Professor Raymond Ring
Professor Christopher Roseman
Professor Judith Sebesta
Professor Frank Schieber
Professor Elizabeth Theiss Smith
Professor Cliff Summers
Professor William Sweeney
Professor Larry Tentinger
Professor Charles Thatcher
Professor Joanne Van Osdel
Professor Dan Van Peursem
Professor Mandy Williams

Professor Carol Dreke
Professor Michelle Gierach
Professor Randy Gingiss
Professor Tom Gue
Professor Kurt Hackemer
Professor Greg Huckabee
Professor Joy Karges
Professor Beverly Kennedy
Professor Solveig Korte
Professor Clayton Lehmann
Professor Dave Moen

Professor Christopher Meyer
Professor Doug Peterson
Professor Dale Pietrzak
Professor Srini Ragothaman
Professor Kristine Reed
Professor Lee Ann Roripaugh
Professor Jim Richardson
Professor Lana Svien
Professor Michelle Van Maanen
Professor Gerald Yutrzenka

Teddi A. Joyce, Vice President, Marketing, Enrollment and Student Services

Ushers

Diane Orr, Lead Usher
Laurie Miiller, Lead Usher
Grace Bick
Teresa Hays
Olivia Kastengren
Dominique Lyon

Lloyd Rowland
Clarence Shoemaker
Jill Ward
Susan Wasley
Deb Wiemers





Candidates for Degrees

Doctor of Philosophy

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Doctor of Audiology

Ryan Allen, Louisville, KY
B.A., Western Kentucky University;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
English
Dissertation: We’ve Got the Sky to Talk About

Leigh Ann Christain
B.A., Truman State University;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
English
Dissertation: Tall As You Are Tall Between Them

Kyle Vincent Kappeler, Aurora, CO
B.S., Mesa State College
Biomedical Sciences
Dissertation: Characterization of the Naturally
Encoded Rgg Variant in Streptocccus pyogenes

Strain MGAS315 (M3)

Eric G. Kurtz, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., Northern State University;
Ed.S., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education
Dissertation: Concurrent Evidence for Validity
of the MMPI-A Substance abuse Scales in a
School Setting

Yan Li, ChangZhi City, ShanXi Province, P.R.
China
B.S., M.S., Beijing Normal University
Biomedical Sciences
Dissertation: The Inhibition of Atm and Akt by
Ku-55933 Induces Cell Cycle Arrest and
Apoptosis in Cancer Cells with
Over-Activated Akt

Yingheng Liu, Nanjing, China
Bachelor of Chinese Medicine; Hong Kong
Baptist University
Biomedical Sciences
Dissertation: Thyroid Hormone Regulation of
Adult Coronary Vasculature

Marci Gassen, Rapid City, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Doctor of Physical Therapy

Amanda Adamson, Yankton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Michael R. Arnold, Custer, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Jill Marie Ball, Gregory, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Denise Annette Brandt, Avon, SD
B.S.R., The University of South Dakota

Kristi Lynn Cecil, Madison, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Laura L. Dickinson,North Platte, NE
B.A., Chadron State College

Brooke Nichole Dickmeyer, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Nicholas Anthony Doeling, Carrington, ND
A.S., Minnesota West Community &
Technical College;
B.A., Minnesota State University, Moorhead

Heather Marie Goehner,  Huron, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Laura Beth Hansen, Pierre SD
B.A., Southwest Minnesota State University

Justin Eugene Hood, Ft. Collins, CO
B.A., Dakota Wesleyan University

Amber Renae Jansen, Crofton, NE
B.A., Augustana College

Rebecca Anne Kean, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Jennifer A. Kelly, Aberdeen, SD
B.S., Northern State University

Michael James Mefferd, Palmer, IA
B.S., Briar Cliff University

Casey Marie Meier, Lennox, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Jeremy J. Meyer, Arlington, MN
B.S., South Dakota State University

Adam Christopher Moen, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Ryan Bradley Molencamp, Clear Lake, IA
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Brian Michael Ommen
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Connie R. Rislov, Pierre, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Jenny L. Miller, Pierre, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota



Holly Jean Schmitz, Elk Point, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Märit E. Sterud, Hudson, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Erin Marie Vogel, Elk Point, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Martin Walsh, Sioux City, IA
B.A., Stanford University

Emily Wirtjes, Wheaton, MN
B.A., Minnesota State University, Moorhead

Doctor of Education

June Taylor Apaza, Spearfish, SD
B.S.Ed., Black Hills State University;
M.Ed., South Dakota State University
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Factors Impacting Teacher
Change During A Mathematics Reform
Initiative

Barbara Avery-Sterud, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S.Ed., M.S.Ed., Northern State University
Curriculum & Instruction
Dissertation: Reintegrating Elementary
Students with EBD from Alternative
Placements to Public School

Richard Sowah Ayi, Sioux City, IA
B.Sc., University of Science and Technology,
Kumasi, Ghana;
Masters of Engineering, Morgan State
University, Maryland
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Education and Immigration
Decisions of Ghanaian Engineers

Nedd Irwin Brown, Garretson, SD
B.A., Union College;
M.A., LaSierra University
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Perceptions Regarding
Influences on Gender Identity and Role
Acquisition in Rural Adolescent Males

Matthew Richard James, Brookings, SD
B.S.AG., M.S., South Dakota State University
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Going Green: A Comparison
Case Study of How Three Higher Education
Institutions Achieved Progressive Measures
of Environmental Sustainability

Marcie Colleen Kemnitz, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University;
M.S., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration
Dissertation: The Role of Part-Time Faculty in
Dietetics Education: Program Directors’
Perceptions Regarding the Utilization of
Part-Time Faculty

Yi-Rong Lu, Taiwan
B.A.,M.B.A., Azusa Pacific University
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Information Sources Used by
Tourists: Resources Consulted by American,
German, and Japanese Visitors to Taiwan
in 2006

Anita A. Manning, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., M.E.D., University of Sioux Falls
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Black-White Interracial Parenting in
the Midwest: Naturalistic Inquiry into
Race-Related Experiences, Race Identity
Choices, and Education Realities

Joe Mithi Mtika, Mzimba, Malawi
B.A., Nebraska Christian College;
M.S.Ed., Wayne State College
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Common Themes, Challenges,
Issues, and Aspirations of International Students
Pursuing Doctoral Program in Education at a
Midwestern University

Rebecca Randall, Dell Rapids, SD
B.A., Augustana College;
M.S., South Dakota State University
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Attitudes of Nursing Students
Toward Poverty

Trevor C. Roiger
B.A.A&S., South Dakota State University;
M.A., University of Minnesota-Minneapolis
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Undergraduate Athletic Training
Education Program Directors’ Perceptions of
Coupling with Intercollegiate Athletic
Departments

Becky A. Thurman, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., South Dakota State University;
M.Ed., University of Sioux Falls
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Teaching of Critical Thinking Skills
in the English Content Area in South Dakota
High Schools and Colleges

Timothy M. Van Soelen, Sioux Center, IA
B.A., Dordt College;
M.Ed., Azusa Pacific University;
Ed.S., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration
Dissertation: Perceptions and Practices Held by
Christian School International Administrators in
the Selection of Elementary Teachers



Doctor of Medicine

SANFORD SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Garth Andrew Aasen, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., Liberty University

Breanne Anderson-Mueller, Mitchell, SD
B.A., University of St. Thomas

Jay Julius Bauder, Tyndall, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Magna Cum Laude, SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Meghan Ruth Behrmann, Sturgis, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Cum Laude, SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Michael Bergan, Madison, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Sarah Marie Bligh, Colman, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Cum Laude

Catherine Cooch, Spearfish, SD
B.S., York College of Pennsylvania

Garrett Cox, Yankton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Carl Evans Dean, Wessington Springs, SD
B.A., Carleton College

Emily Judith Doss, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Anthony Downs, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Megan Terese Elgethun, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Kansas
Cum Laude

Justin Jeffrey Elhoff, Lennox, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Summa Cum Laude, SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Andrew Robert Ellsworth, Madison, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Jamie Katherine Flohr
B.A., Depauw University

Tiffany A. Frederickson, Rapid City, SD
B.S., South Dakota School of Mines &
Technology

Wallace Fritz, Glencoe, MN
B.A., St. John’s University;
M.A., The University of South Dakota

Ashley Honey Gilchrist, Columbia, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Cum Laude, SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Andrew John Gunn, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., Brigham Young University
Summa Cum Laude

Nicholas John Harms, Dell Rapids, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Sara Jeanne Hoogers, Sheldon, IA
B.S., M.A., The University of South Dakota

Tyler Michael Jares, Aberdeen, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University
Cum Laude

Aaron John Kauer, Vermillion, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Stephanie I. Knodel, Rapid City, SD
B.S., The University of Wyoming

James Arthur Kuzman, Parkston, SD
B.S., Ph.D.,  The University of South Dakota
Magna Cum Laude

Michael Aaron John Lankhorst, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., University of Nebraska-Lincoln;
M.S., University of Nebraska-Omaha

Adam J. LeFebvre, Mapleton, IA
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Magna Cum Laude

Rebecca Linquist, Sturgis, SD
B.S., Black Hills State University
Summa Cum Laude

Douglas William Lynch, Hot Springs, SD
B.S., Chadron State College
Summa Cum Laude

Kasey Jo Mayclin, Mitchell, SD
B.A., Dakota Wesleyan University

Keith McCollister, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Summa Cum Laude, SSM Alumni Student

Scholar

Abbey Mello, Yankton, SD
B.A., Augustana College
Magna Cum Laude

Robert Austin Miller, Denver, CO
B.S., Colorado State University
Summa Cum Laude

Emily Elizabeth Murphy, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of St. Thomas

Donald Fischer Karl Neilson, Yankton, SD
B.A., Mount Marty College
Magna Cum Laude

Marci Jeanne Medalen Neilson, Rapid City, SD
B.S., South Dakota School of Mines &
Technology
Summa Cum Laude

Amy Nichole Sanford, Elk Point, SD
B.A., University of Pennsylvania;
M.M.S., Drexel College of Medicine

Preston Michael Schneider, Rapid City, SD
B.S., South Dakota School of Mines &
Technology
Summa Cum Laude

Michael David Schramm, Portage, MI
B.A., Pring Arbor University;
M.S.P.A., Arizona School of Health Sciences

Mark A. Travnicek, Scotland, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Sarah Beth Wierda, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., Creighton University
Summa Cum Laude

Jordan Alexis Winter, Yankton, SD
B.A., Creighton University

Laura Rachel Wulff, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., BS., University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities

Thomas J. Young, Mitchell, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Colleen Zimmermann, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., Augustana College
Magna Cum Laude



Juris Doctor

SCHOOL OF LAW

Chase Robert Adams, Sturgis, SD
B.S., Black Hills State University

Edward Neal Anderson, Evansville, IN
B.S., University of Evansville

Amanda C. Andrade
B.S., University of Connecticut

Timothy J. Barnaud
B.A., Dakota Wesleyan University

Colin Joseph Bernard, Jefferson, SD
B.A., Grinnell College
Sterling Honor Graduate

Joseph R. Bolger
B.A., Augustana College

Todd Aaron Bradford
B.S., University of Utah

Erin Kathlene Bradley
B.A., University of Victoria

Laura T. Brahms,  Canton, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Rhett James Bye,  Sioux City, IA
B.A., Augustana College

Justin Bylander,  Yankton, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Kelsey Collier-Wise,  Vermillion, SD
B.A., University of Minnesota, Minneapolis

Abigail Joanna Cooke
B.A., University of Nevada-Las Vegas

Collin J. Earl, Moses Lake
B.A., Boise State University

Megan Jane Fitzgerald,  Belle Fourche, SD
B.S., Black Hills State University

Lori A. Fredrickson,  Arlington, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Deana D. Fuller,  Vermillion, SD
B.A., M.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Tana M. Fye, Black Hawk, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Robert J. Galbraith, Rapid City, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Ryan S. Galer, Huron, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Dana J. Gaskins, Yankton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Jennifer Goldammer, Armour, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Karen Gourley, Sheldon, IA
B.A., Augustana College

Daniel Kendon Haggar, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls

John Alan Haislet, Tyler, TX
B.S., Texas A&M University

Eric Mark Hardy, Yankton, SD
B.S., Minnesota State University-Mankato

Teramie Lin Hill, Vermillion, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Adam R. Hoier, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Kenneth Forrest Jacobs, Kirksville, MO
B.S., Truman State University

Melissa Rose Jelen, Tea, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls
Sterling Honor Graduate

Andrew T. Johnson, Fort Pierre, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Scott F. Johnson
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Christopher Allan Jung, Bowdle, SD
B.A., Northern State University

Heather Colleen Knox, Pierre, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Yvette K. Lafrentz, Mission Hill, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Leroy LaPlante, Jr.,  Eagle Butte, SD
B.A., Carson-Newman College

Michael C. Larson, Gettysburg, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Christopher Luke Le Fevre, Green Bay, WI
B.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison

Jill Luetkenhaus, Lindsay, NE
B.S., Wayne State College

Andrew John Marshall, Yankton, SD
B.S.N., Mount Marty

Eric Ronald Matt, Quinn, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Shayne L. Mayer, Hartley, IA
B.A., Briar Cliff University

Heather Messmer, Sturgis, SD
B.A., Chadron State College

James Moneer Nasser, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., University of North Dakota

Derek Nelsen, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Sterling Honor Graduate

Aimee L. Nielsen, Mason City, IA
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Lee Michael Pekoske, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Ryan M. Petersen, Mitchell, SD
B.S., Colorado Technical
University-Sioux Falls

Catherine Bonnie Peterson, Swanville, MN
B.A., University of Mary

Brett Adam Poppen, De Smet, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University
Sterling Honor Graduate

Eric Preheim, Marion, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Sterling Honor Graduate

Meghann M. Reifenrath, Rock Rapids, IA
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Sterling Honor Graduate

Diana Leigh Ringen, Lennox, SD
B.A., Augustana College

Beth Anne Roesler, Gayville, SD
B.S., Mount Marty College



Aaron William Roseland, Faulkton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Daniel E. Schmidt, White River, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Sara Elizabeth Show, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., South Dakota State University

William Anthony Smithson, MD, Rochester, MN
B.A., University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill;
M.D., Wake Forest College

Ryan Michael Andrew Soye, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., Northern Arizona University

Nicole Rae Strong, Castle Rock, CO
B.A., Drake University

Philip Adam Terwilliger, Vermillion, SD
B.A., University of Iowa

Joseph Thronson, Watertown, SD
B.A., Minnesota State University, Moorhead;
M.A., The University of South Dakota

Ryan S. Vogel, Doland, SD
B.A., Northern State University

John W. Wallace, Hughes Springs, TX
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Katie Lee Werth, Livingston, MT
B.A., Montana State University

Kyle L. Wiese, Flandreau, SD
B.A., Christopher Newport University
Sterling Honor Graduate

Ryan D. Wiese, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls

Leslie Lane Wilhelm, Longview, TX
B.S.C.J., B.S.A.S., Texas State
University- San Marcos

Sarah L. Williamson, Piedmont, SD
B.S., Dickinson State University

Emily L. Wolff, Groton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Nicholas Lee Zachariasen, Yankton, SD
B.S., Dakota State University

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Specialist in Education

Kristine Buckley, Tea, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Stephanie M. Bucklin
B.A., M.A., The University of South Dakota
Technology for Education & Training

Jennifer M. DePlanty, Warsaw, IN
B.S., Manchester College
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Valery S. Fuhrman, Cleghorn, IA
B.A., Briar Cliff University;
M.A.T., Morningside College
Educational Administration

Angela Marie Johnson, Huron, SD
A.A.S., B.S., Huron University;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Beverly Louise Myer
B.S.Ed., Northern State University;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration

Jennifer J. Olson
B.S.A&S., M.S., South Dakota State
University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Lyndsey Palen, Rochester, MN
B.A., Gustavus Adolphus College
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Diane M. Reyelts, Summit, SD
B.A., Mount Marty College;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Jesse Vincent Sealey, Colome, SD
B.A., Mount Marty College;
M.A., Dakota Wesleyan University
Educational Administration

Amanda Gordon Thomas, Jenison, MI
B.A., Northwestern College
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Master of Arts

Brian Allmendinger
B.S.Ed., Northern State University
Educational Administration

Barry Thomas Andersen, Arcadia, IA
B.A., Briar Cliff University
Educational Administration

Ryan Greg Baedke, Vermillion, SD
A.A.S., Southeast Technical Institute;
B.S.R., The University of South Dakota
Health, Physical Education & Recreation

Tobin T. Bakkedahl, Flandreau, SD
B.S.Ed., Black Hills State University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Adam Baldwin, Lander, WY
B.S., University of Sioux Falls
Mathematics

Heather Barron, Yankton, SD
B.A., University of Central Florida;
Ed.S., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education



Leslie Diane Bohn, Nashville, TN
B.A., Union University
English
Thesis: Wool & Flax: A Book of Poems

Jessica J. Boomgarden, Davis, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University
Health, Physical Education & Recreation

Stephen Bratton, Britton, SD
A.S., B.S., Presentation College
Educational Administration

Adam Michael Breske, Greeley, CO
B.A., University of Northern Colorado
Communication Studies

John Robert Buchanan, Rapid City, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University
Educational Administration

Shana J. Doering, Alcester, SD
B.S.A&S., South Dakota State University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Tyler S. Evans
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Health, Physical Education & Recreation
Thesis: If U. Market, They Will Come

Jayna Gearhart Fitzsimmons, Inwood, IA
B.A., Southwest Minnesota State University
Theatre

Katie R. Forsyth, Binghamton, NY
A.S., B.S., Clarion University
Special Education

Anne Marie Goraj, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Louisiana, Lafayette
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Kyle Greene, Dakota City, NE
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration

Stephanie Groenewold, Idaho Falls, ID
B.A., The University of Idaho
English

Michele Hoogers, Sheldon, IA
B.A., Central Bible College
Educational Administration

Joan M. Huber, Canton, SD
B.S., Central Missouri State University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Virginia A. Huss
B.A., Briar Cliff College
Educational Administration

Vanet W. Jensen, Elk Point, SD
B.S.Ed., The University of South Dakota
Elementary Education

Darin W. Jerke, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
English

Sayaka Kanade
B.A., Carnegie Mellon University
English
Thesis: “After Us the Deluge”: U.S.
Imperialists Rhetoric in the Formation of
Individual Subjectivity in The Octopus, Ethan
Frome, and This Side of Paradise

Marcia Mae Kear, Mandan, ND
B.A., Dakota Wesleyan University
English

Linda S. Keech, Valentine, NE
B.A., Simpson College
Elementary Education

Alison Klein
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Thesis: Mental Accounting, Intertemporal
Choice, and the Discount Ratio Effect

Aric L. Kooima
B.A., Northwestern College
Educational Administration

Charlee Cheri Lanis
B.S., Oklahoma State University
Educational Administration

Rebecca Nicole Limke, Sioux City, IA
A.A., Western Iowa Technical
Community College;
B.S., Morningside College
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Heather Marie Long, Momence, IL
B.A., Eastern Illinois University
Educational Administration

Katie M. McKenzie, Pierre, SD
B.A., M.A., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Molly Jo Molencamp, Hawarden, IA
A.S., B.S., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration

Ryan Mullaly
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Biology

Stephanie Neeser, Dakota Dunes, SD
B.S.A&S., South Dakota State University
Special Eduation

Amanda Nielsen, Pierre, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Political Science

Akinwunmi O. Odeniyi, Ogun, Nigeria
B.S., M.S., The University of South Dakota
Mathematics

Sandra A. Passick, Canton, SD
B.A., The University of Iowa
Secondary Education

Kelli M Petersen, Montrose, SD
B.A., Augustana College
Speech & Language Pathology

Sabrina Lynn Raugutt, Aberdeen, SD
B.S.Ed., Northern State University
Special Eduation

Peter Joseph Rizzo, Portage, MI
B.S., Ferris State University
Communication Studies

Collette Nicole Roberts, Rapid City, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Political Science
Thesis: Punitive Leaders and Unquestioning
Followers: An Experimental Survey Assessing
the Precursors to Harsh Interrogation

Ryan P. Rollinger, Harrisburg, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls
Educational Administration

Melissa Russell, Rapid City, SD
B.S., Minnesota State University-Moorhead
Health, Physical Education & Recreation



Jacqueline J. Schoon, Sioux Falls, SD
B.L.S., The University of South Dakota
Health, Physical Education & Recreation

Christopher Schwanke, Rosemount, MN
B.A., Concordia University
Mathematics

Keiz M. Shultz
B.S., University of Wyoming
Educational Administration

Daniel James Sinksen, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S.B.A., Missouri Southern State University
Educational Administration

Lisa M. Sitzman, Sioux City, IA
B.S.W., Briar Cliff University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Sean Thomas Smith, Cedar Park, TX
B.A., Texas A&M University
Educational Administration

Nikki Stokes, Homer, NE
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Interdisciplinary Studies

Mary Elizabeth Stoll, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., Augustana College
Health, Physical Education & Recreation

Letitia Maria Stover, Ts’ah Bii Kin, AZ
B.A.Ed., The University of Arizona, Tucson
Political Science
Thesis: Avoiding the Frying Pan and the Fire:
Searching for Optimal Jurisdictional
Arrangement in Indian Country Governance

Summer Dawn Streeter, Casper, WY
B.A., University of Wyoming
Educational Administration

Brady James Sumners, Custer, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Robin Svendsen, Vermillion, SD
B.S., Troy University
Counseling & Psychology in Education

Mary L. Thompson, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
Bachelor of Physical Education; Memorial
University, St. John’s Newfoundland
Educational Administration

Brent Town, Altoona, IA
B.A., Northwestern College
Educational Administration

John Gregory VerHeul, Viborg, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
History
Thesis: Changing Faces: A Study of the
Communities and Ethnic Neighborhoods of
Turner County, South Dakota

Christopher G. Vondracek, Wells, MN
B.A., The University of South Dakota
English
Thesis: Dances with Welk: A Rural Rock
Odyssey

Kristin Lea White, Hartford, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls
Elementary Education

Tyson Whitehill, Sioux City, IA
B.A., Flagler College
Communication Studies
Thesis: Group Formation and Structure in an
Online Environment

Christen M. Whittington, Downers Grove
B.A., Saint Mary’s College
English
Thesis: Cliqued

Gavin J. Woltjer
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Communication Studies

Luke Youmans, Madison, SD
B.S.Ed., The University of South Dakota
Educational Administration

Master of Business Administration

Todd Robert Dathe, Brandon, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota;
M.S., Western Illinois University

Gilbert L. English, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., M.D., Creighton University

Kyle James Fricke, Jackson, MN
B.A., Augustana College

Ryan S. Galer, Huron, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Karen Gourley, Sheldon, IA
B.A., Augustana College
Yvette K. Lafrentz, Mission Hill, SD

B.B.A., The University of South Dakota
Nathan R. Montgomery

B.S., Colorado State University

Ann Schiefen, Irene, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Daniel J. Schiltz, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University

Supriya Raman Spripada
B.S., University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Rama Sreedharan
B.S.B.A., University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Francis M. Swain, Kingsley, IA
B.A., Briar Cliff University

Brian L. Webb
B.S., Wayne State College

Sarah L. Williamson, Piedmont, SD
B.S., Dickinson State University

Master of Fine Arts

Renee M. Boutwell, Richmond, VA
B.A., The Florida State University
Art

Jonathan K. Hart, Holbrook, MA
B.A., St. Michael’s College
Theatre



Master of Music

Master of Professional Accountancy

Kelsey A. Higbee
B.M., The University of South Dakota

Nanette Rose Hofer, Freeman, SD
B.A., University of Sioux Falls;
M.F.A., The University of South Dakota

Joshua R. Rieck
B.A., Northern State University

Elizabeth Spivey
B.A., University of Tennessee;
B.A., Mount Marty College;
M.A., The University of South Dakota
Thesis: Maurice Ravel and Les Apaches

Jeffrey D. Beckmann, Bloomfield, NE
Mark Daniel Broders, Yankton, SD
Paul A. Brown, Le Mars, IA
Tara L. Carlson, Groton, SD
Matthew Robert Finnegan, Sioux Falls, SD
Kelly Rae Foreman, Sioux Center, IA
Becky A. Freitag, Sioux Falls, SD

B.S., Iowa State University
Elizabeth Ann Freitag, Sioux Falls, SD
Yaxiong Gao, CHINA

B.S., Nanjing Agricultural University,
Jiangsu, China

Megan M. Gough, Kimball, SD
Cara Ann Juffer, Ireton, IA
Kevin Kalil, Sioux Falls, SD

B.S., South Dakota State University
Cody Allan Kofoid, Billings, MT

Daniel John Korthals, George, IA
Cynthia Ann Kranz, Watertown, SD
Robert Larsen, Marion, SD
Sarah M. Molina, Vermillion, SD

B.A., Cleveland State University
John W. Neth, Menno, SD
Clay Tyler Noteboom, Corsica, SD
Melissa M. Schroeder

B.A., College of Saint Benedict
Amy Jo Smith, Big Stone City, SD
Adam Spellman

B.B.A., Southwest Texas State University
Bonnie Jean Thurow, Ramona, SD
Wang, Zidong, China

Bachelors; Master’s; Anhui University of
Finance & Economics

Danielle L. Ward, Jackson, MN

Master of Public Administration

LeeAnn Burrer, Deadwood, SD
B.S., Black Hills State University

Sarah Campbell
B.A., The College of St. Catherine

Kate M. Chilson, Sisseton, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Andrew S. Davis, Bryant, SD
B.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Tana M. Fye, Black Hawk, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Shawna Hannon Goldammer
B.S.B.A., The University of South Dakota

Merritt Groh, Sioux City, IA
B.S.Ed., The University of South Dakota

Margaret M. Haley, Huron, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota

Earl J. Infanger
B.A., Morningside College

Aimee House Ladonski, Sioux Falls, SD
B.L.S., Purdue University

Sean Michael LeFebvre, Mapleton, IA
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Eric C. Miller
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Daniel Tolsma, Vermillion, SD
B.S.R., The University of South Dakota

Timothy Vandall ,Volga, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Kelly F. Wiese
B.S., The University of South Dakota

Master of Science

Jeffrey Lee Deloff, Lafayette
B.S., University of Northern Colorado
Mathematics

Carrie L. Donovan, Belle Fourche, SD
A.S., Casper College; B.S., University of
Wyoming
Administrative Studies

Becky J. Drury, Rapid City, SD
A.A.S., National American University;
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Administrative Studies

Amy Margritte Fluit, Vermillion, SD
B.A., Augustana College
Physician Assistant

Thomas E. Fuller, Sioux Falls, SD
B.A., University of Northern Iowa
Administrative Studies

Barbara Hespen, Custer, SD
B.S., South Dakota State University
Administrative Studies



Guangwei Ji
Bachelor’s, QuFu Normal University;
Master’s, Shang Hai University
Computer Science

Calvin Krogman, White River, SD
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Mathematics

Kelly O’Brien, Rapid City, SD
B.S., Black Hills State University
Administrative Studies

Akinwunmi O. Odeniyi, Ogun, Nigeria
B.S., The University of South Dakota
Computer Science

Jiacheng Peng, Shanghai
Bachelor of Economics., University of
Science and Technology, Beijing;
M.B.A., The University of South Dakota
Computer Science

Kim Rieger, Huron, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Administrative Studies

Janell Marie Scardino, Dubuque, IA
B.A., Clarke College
Computer Science

Jay Tetzloff, Sioux Falls, SD
B.S., University of Nebraska-Omaha
Administrative Studies

Teresa L. Timmerman
B.S.Ed., Dakota State University
Administrative Studies

Carol Voss-Ward, Vermillion, SD
B.A., The University of South Dakota
Administrative Studies

Carey A. Wittrock
B.A., Augustana College
Technology for Education & Training

Stephanie K. Wood
B.S.B.A., Colorado Technical University
Administrative Studies

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM

University Scholar

The designation of University Scholar

is a unique and significant honor

granted to an undergraduate student

by The University. In addition to high

level scholarship, it requires

participation in the University Honors

Program culminating in successful

completion of a substantial senior

project.

Laura Jean Anderson
Bullying and Cyberbullying: Extent and Gender
Roles

Halley Backes
Comparative analysis of organ transplant
systems in the United States, Iran and Spain
with a policy recommendation for the United
States

Felicia Hope Barnes
Application of Policy to Protect Groundwater-
Dependent Endangered Species

Laura L. Beall
Pioneer Potters: Potteries in Iowa, Nebraska,
and Minnesota

Jill S. Brink
The Effect of Occupational Stereotype Primers
on Task Performance

Zachary Crago
Analyzing the Effects of Agricultural Subsidies
on Farm Land Values in South Dakota

Dan Cwach
Sinewave Voltammetry of Sulfur oxoanions

Megan Renee Determan
Expression Patterns of Cadherin-6B in Chick
Limb Development

Anne Doshier
The Cost European Union Consumers Bear to
Support Rural Dairy Farmers

Mandy Jo Ellefson
A Functional Analysis of 2008 Presidential
E-mail Communication

Elizabeth Marie Fan, Sugar Land, TX
Searching for Home: Memoirs of Place,
Home and Displacement

Bethanna Feist
Teen Courts: An Effective Form of Relief for
the Juvenile Justice System—The Need for
Implementation Nationwide

Merrick C. Fisher
Self-Determination and Secession in
Contemporary Europe

Patrick J. Geary
A Folly and a Crime? The Causes and
Effects of the British Defeat in the First
Anglo-Afghan War

Andrea Gorden
O-Protonated Amide Macrocycles: Solid Acid
Mechanical Sensors and Pitential Polymers

Mckenzy M. Harrington
Economic, Familial, and Extra-Familial
Factors Correlated to Teenage Childbearing
Occurrences

John M. Hines
Using Terrorism: What Insurgent Groups Can
Gain From Terrorism and When They Should
Abandon Its Use

Renae Beth Hyronimus
A Comparison of User Perceptions in Real
and Imagined Architectural Space



Christopher J. Jensen
Mapping the Corticopontine Projection from
Motor Cortex in the Non-Human Primate and
Some Observations of Corticopontin
Plasticity Following Brain Injury

Brandon William Kastein
Characterization of the Functional Link
Between ATM and Akt in Insulin Signaling Using
Pharmacological Agents Targeting ATM Kinase
Activity

Laura Kathleen Keupp
Children’s Mental Health in South Dakota and
Bordering States

Grant E. Lacey
Wood Firing: Out of the Woods

Jessica Sue Mathison
An Introduction to the Fortepiano

Danielle Leigh Meyer
The Mechanism Underlying High-glucose-
induced Collagen Reduction in Primary Cardiac
Cells

Alex Douglas Morley
Experiments in Asymmetric Mixed Strategy
Games: Variations on Matching Pennies

Jennifer Sue Muhmel
Research-Based Strategies for More Accurate
Eyewitness Identification Procedures

Melissa Brianne Noland
Images of Apollo: Interpretations of Greek
Religious Art

Megan Leigh Peters
Career Choice: Influential Factors and
Pre-Medicine Students

Megan Nicole Rieck
Correlation of Emotion and Food Choice in
College Students

Anne Elizabeth Rosenbaum
The methodology of Researching Sensitive
Issues with Rural American Women

Laura Schmitz
Crossing Cultures: An analysis of J.H.
Kwabena Nketia’s piano works

Mikala Semerad
Effect of pH on the Oscillating Electrochemical
Reaction of Iodide

Theresa Jean Stevenson
Determinants of Brand Loyalty Between
Genders Among an Adult Population

Keenan J. Thomas
Measured External Sources of Background at
Homestake Mine

Miranda Jo Vanden Brink
Synthesis and Characterization of Ruthenium
Nanocrystals

Amanda Sue Weber
Photocatalytic Studies of Europium Doped TiO2
Aerogels and Xerogels

Matthew Brian Whitmore
The Validity of Emotional Intelligence

Thesis Scholar

The designation of Thesis Scholar

is an honor granted to

undergraduate students by The

University.  As well as the

successful completion of general

education  core and discipline

requirements, it entails that the

student complete two honors

seminars and a substantial senior
project.

Matthew R. Adamson
Experiments in Bertrand Competition with
Factor Markets

Jo Dee Allen
HIV/AIDS Antiretroviral Medication Compliance
for Children age 2 to 5 Years Old

Matthew Peter Hittle
The Growth of the Christian Right’s Influence
on Republican Party Platform Rhetoric

Andrea L. Hoff
Blueprints: A Brief Family History

April Ida Jungwirth
The Role of Hypothalamic Progesterone
Receptors in the Control of Female Sexual
Behavior

William Brian Ney
Two Wrongs Do Not Make It Right: Introducing
Post-Conviction DNA Access Legislation to
South Dakota

Lindsay Jean Reuer
Bible Literacy

Amanda K. Sedlacek
The Role of Matrix Metallo Proteases in End
Organ Renal Damage

Mandie Rose Weinandt
The Decision of South Dakota School Districts to
Opt-Out of Property Tax Limits



COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Bachelor of Arts

Jesse R. Bethke, Pierre, SD
Computer Science
Cum Laude

Morgan Flint Brekke, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science, Spanish
Magna Cum Laude

Brian James Broekemeier, Yankton, SD
English

Carrie M. Brooks, Yankton, SD
Communication Disorders, Spanish
Cum Laude

Justin Brower, Sioux Falls, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Jamie Lee Bulian, Yankton, SD
Communication Studies
Summa Cum Laude

Sarah A. Calvarese
Psychology, American Indian Studies

Leah Campbell, Le Mars, IA
Communication Disorders
Cum Laude

Ayris Cheval
Communication Studies
Cum Laude

Evan James Christoffel, Sioux City, IA
History

Zachary Crago, Sioux Falls, SD
Economics, Spanish
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Matthew J. Dahlseid, Bloomfield, NE
Contemporary Media & Journalism
Summa Cum Laude

Jasper Katherine DesLauriers, Sioux Falls, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Emily Ann Druley, Sioux Falls, SD
Spanish, International Studies

Regina Dutcher, Wakefield, NE
Criminal Justice

Ricky Elliott, Sturgis, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Brittany Ellis, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science

Grant Timothy Ellis, Norfolk, NE
Political Science, History

Michelle M. Faw, Pierre, SD
English

Merrick C. Fisher, Rapid City, SD
International Studies, Spanish
University Scholar

Sarajean R. Ford
Communication Disorders

Melisa M. Forest, Pierre, SD
Political Science, Criminal Justice

Matt J. Fuhrer
Criminal Justice

Justin J. Gartland, Rapid City, SD
Criminal Justice, Spanish
Cum Laude

Patrick J. Geary, Sheridan, WY
Political Science, History
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Chelsie Goetz, Hartington, NE
Criminal Justice, Spanish
Cum Laude

Jane Marie Gullickson, Brandon, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism,
Political Science
Cum Laude

Andrew H. Gunderson
International Studies

Lindsay Harris, Harrisburg, SD
Political Science, Spanish
Summa Cum Laude

Becky M. Haslam, Mitchell, SD
Political Science

Emily Kay Hawkins, Le Mars, IA
Psychology

Catherine Leigh Herrick, Ripley, WV
Anthropology

John M. Hines
Political Science
University Scholar, Cum Laude

Robin Lois Hinesh, Pierre, SD
English, International Studies
Magna Cum Laude

Matthew Peter Hittle, Sioux City, IA
Political Science, Philosophy
Thesis Scholar

Lauren Michelle Hollister, Alpharetta, GA
Contemporary Media & Journalism,
Political Science

Erika K. Hoxeng, Yankton, SD
Political Science, Spanish
Summa Cum Laude

Kathleen Jo Hruska, Sioux Falls, SD
Spanish

Charlene Irwin, Vermillion, SD
English

Allison F. Johnson, Yankton, SD
Psychology

Bonnie Jost, Wessington Springs, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism
Magna Cum Laude

Candace Louise Keierleber
Anthropology

Laura Kathleen Keupp, Colman, SD
Communication Disorders
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

John Richard Kippes, Marion, SD
Political Science
Cum Laude

Lawrence J. Klipfel, Aberdeen, SD
Political Science

Cody Allan Kofoid, Billings, MT
Spanish
Summa Cum Laude



Kayli R. Kronstedt, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
French Studies

Adam Mychal Krumwiede, Watertown, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Brooke Joy Kuchta, Sioux Falls, SD
Spanish
Cum Laude

Kelli J. Kuecker, Webster, SD
Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Shawn D. Littrel
Communication Studies

Sarah F. Lohafer
Anthropology

Brianna Loneman, Sioux Falls, SD
Criminal Justice
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica Lynn Lundgren, Fairmont, SD
Psychology

Abby Lyle, Beresford, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Rebecca Ann Magee, Watertown, SD
Anthropology, Criminal Justice

Jennifer Ellyn McIntyre, Harrisburg, SD
History, International Studies

Vanessa Monico, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science
Cum Laude

Ryan Moore, South Sioux City, NE
Contemporary Media & Journalism
Cum Laude

Susan M. Moore, Sioux City, IA
American Indian Studies

Kathleen T. Morin, Lombard, IL
History

Alex Douglas Morley, Fort Madison, IA
Economics
University Scholar, Cum Laude

Tamra Lynn Mossey, Rockford, IL
Criminal Justice

Jennifer Sue Muhmel, Yankton, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism,
Political Science
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Nicole B. Nelson
Psychology

William Brian Ney, Gahanna, OH
Criminal Justice, American Indian Studies
Thesis Scholar, Cum Laude

Jennifer T. Nickerson
English, Psychology

Melissa Brianne Noland, Sioux Falls, SD
History, Psychology
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Molly O’Connor, Vermillion, SD
English
Magna Cum Laude

Ashley Nicole O’Hara, Sioux Falls, SD
International Studies, Spanish &
Political Science

Abbie Peterson, Aberdeen, SD
Spanish, International Studies

Lindsay Jean Reuer
Anthropology, International Studies
Thesis Scholar, Cum Laude

Sandra Reyes Nuñez, South Sioux City, NE
Criminal Justice

Anne Elizabeth Rosenbaum, Elk Point, SD
English
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Michelle Lea Rydell, Vermillion, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism, English
Cum Laude

Erin R. Schiltz, Pierre, SD
Communication Disorders
Summa Cum Laude

Keelin Margaret Schurrer, Yankton, SD
Communication Disorders

Dawn Amber Seefeldt, Sioux City, IA
Criminal Justice, Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Mikala Semerad, Rapid City, SD
Spanish
University Scholar

Ashley Sieh, Leola, SD
Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Ashley K. Sorenson, Yankton, SD
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Melinda S. Stange, Huron, SD
Communication Disorders, Spanish
Summa Cum Laude

Leah Tetzlaff, Aberdeen, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Byron Thomas, Palmdale, CA
Sociology

Nicolás Flint Torres, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology, Spanish

Kory Veenis, Canton, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Kelly Elizabeth Vine, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology

Mandie Rose Weinandt, Dakota Dunes, SD
Economics
Thesis Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Jessica May Weisz, Hot Springs, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism, Theatre
Cum Laude

Jessica L. Yearous, Miller, SD
Political Science
Magna Cum Laude

Mary Kathryn Zoss
History



Bachelor of Science

Jeremy David Ackerman, Canton, SD
Political Science
Cum Laude

Jo Dee Allen, Rapid City, SD
Psychology
Thesis Scholar

Reece Matthew Almond, Huron, SD
Political Science, Mathematics
Magna Cum Laude

Lindsay Ambur, Pierre, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Laura Jean Anderson, Salem, SD
Psychology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude,

SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Amy M. Angell, Cloquet, MN
Criminal Justice

Cody R. Banta
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Felicia Hope Barnes, Yankton, SD
Biology, Political Science
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Stephanie Barnes, Brandon, SD
Psychology

Tyler A. Barondeau, Selby, SD
Economics
Magna Cum Laude

Laura L. Beall, Scotland, SD/ Logan, IA
Biology, Anthropology
University Scholar

Jessica A. Beringer, Watertown, SD
Communication Studies, Psychology

Rebecca Berven, Spencer,  IA
Psychology

Ashton Marie Blaha, Wagner, SD
Psychology

Cassie Blue, Montrose, SD
Earth Science

Kelly M. Brandner, Groton, SD
Psychology

Lynne A. Brandos
Sociology

Michael Brandwein, Brookings, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Jill S. Brink, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology
University Scholar, Cum Laude

Kimberlee B. Browne, Vermillion, SD
Psychology

Andrea Rose Bruske, Ethan, SD
Psychology

Nicholas A. Bubak, Wagner, SD
History

Victoria R. Burgi, Springfield SD
Psychology

Megan Lynn Cabalka, Yankton, SD
Biology

Jason Gene Campbell, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology

Tiara Alexandria Chew, Sergeant Bluff, IA
Psychology

Laura Kathryn Clausen, Faulkton, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

 Jonathan R. Coler, Armour, SD
Criminal Justice

Steve Cotton
Political Science, Criminal Justice

Lorinda L. Covell, Owanka, SD
Chemistry
Summa Cum Laude

Dan Cwach, Yankton, SD
Chemistry
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Steven Danecki, Palatine, IL
Communication Studies

Bailey Ann Davis, Green Bay, WI
Sociology

Kyle Davis Day, Sioux Falls, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Megan Renee Determan, Emery, SD
Chemistry, Biology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Melissa Dawn Dillon, Dakota Dunes, SD
Biology

Preston Joseph Dirk, Lemmon, SD
Criminal Justice

William D. Dittmer, Rapid City, SD
Sociology
Cum Laude

Jennifer L. Dobney, Akron, IA
Psychology

Patrick Donohoe, Rapid City, SD
Psychology

Anne Doshier, Rapid City, SD
Economics
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

James D. Dreessen, Freeman, SD
Chemistry
Summa Cum Laude

Samantha J. Drury, Rapid City, SD
Communication Disorders

Allison Duba, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Danielle J. Ducheneaux, Lower Brule, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Leighann M. T. Dunn, Pierre, SD
Communication Disorders

Anthony C. Dykhouse
Biology

Lyndsay Jean Economy, Yankton, SD
Psychology

Carrie M. Egging, Gurley, NE
Psychology

Mandy Jo Ellefson, Garretson, SD
Political Science, Communication Studies
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Patrick J. Elsener
Criminal Justice



Megan A. Eske
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Justin R. Fankhauser
Criminal Justice

Andrea M. Farley
Criminal Justice

Elizabeth Marie Fan, Sugar Land, TX
Psychology
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Kyla Beth Feickert, Rapid City, SD
Biology
Summa Cum Laude

Bethanna Feist, Pierre, SD
Political Science, Psychology
University Scholar

Jackie Leigh Feller, Worthington, MN
Psychology

David Fickbohm, Alcester, SD
Economics

Justina M. Fieldsend
Psychology

Tim Fischer
Political Science
Cum Laude

Craig Ford
History

Whitney Freidel, Elkton, SD
Communication Disorders

Andrea M. Fromelt
Criminal Justice

Adam Jay Fuller, Pierre, SD
Psychology

Kayla Marie Gabriel
Biology

Skye G. Giebink, Sioux Falls, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism
Magna Cum Laude

Daniel Joshua Gilbertson
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Sarah Jean Gillies, Aberdeen, SD
Communication Disorders

Katey Gillis
Psychology
Cum Laude

Andrea Gorden, Milbank, SD
Chemistry
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude,

SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Dylan Grimsley, Sioux City, IA
Criminal Justice

Kelsey J. Grosdidier, Douglas, WY
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Kristal D. Grosserode, Tilden, NE
Psychology

Samantha Gubbels, Westphalia, IA
Psychology, Spanish

Christopher Alan Gunsolley, South Sioux City,
NE
Psychology

Donielle A. Gustafson, Pierre, SD
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Eric Haaland, Sisseton, SD
Biology, Psychology
Cum Laude

Andrea Kae Hammer, Rock Rapids, IA
Criminal Justice

Jaden Hanson, Mobridge, SD
Psychology

Nichole Hanson, Rapid City, SD
Psychology

Katie M. Hare, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Holly Harkins, Canby, MN
Communication Disorders

Mckenzy M. Harrington, Delmont, SD
Psychology
University Scholar

Chris Healy
Political Science

Rachel Lynn Heisinger
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Erika Jo Hessman, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science, Criminal Justice

Laci Jo Hettinger, Wessington Springs, SD
Psychology

Nathan Hinseth, Irene, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Mary Elizabeth Holman, Bloomington, MN
Biology

Sara Elizabeth Holman, Bloomington, MN
Biology

Derrick Randal Houdek, Highmore, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Andrew Hurt, Rapid City, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Renae Beth Hyronimus, Beresford, SD
Psychology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Christopher J. Jensen, Vermillion, SD
Biology, Chemistry
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Darren M. Jilek, Mellette/Brentford, SD
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

David A. Jones, Lower Brule, SD
Criminal Justice

Nicole A. Jones
Psychology

April Ida Jungwirth, Athol, SD
Biology
Thesis Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Anthony Robert Kasch, Sioux Falls, SD
Biology
Cum Laude

Brandon William Kastein, Springfield, SD
Biology
University Scholar

Kedest D. Kedir, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science

Danielle M. Kisby, Glenwood, IA
Psychology

Bethany Dayle Knudsen, Valentine, NE
Anthropology



Kristine Kay Kocer, Tabor, SD
Communication Disorders
Cum Laude

Christopher Allen Kost
Biology, Psychology

Rebecca Ann Koupal, Tabor, SD
Communication Disorders
Magna Cum Laude

Jillian R. Krcil, Dante, SD
Psychology

Katie Marie Kribell, Irene, SD
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Travis William Krogman, White River, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Rebecca S. Lamprecht, Martinsburg, NE
Criminal Justice
Summa Cum Laude

Sara Larsen, Redfield, SD
Psychology, Political Science

Tony Michael Larsen
Criminal Justice

Danny W. Lee
Chemistry

Jeremy Lemcke, Onida, SD
History, Anthropology

Amy Theresa Loftesness, Sioux Falls, SD
Biology
Cum Laude

Christopher Markley, Pierre, SD
Earth Science

Jessica Sue Mathison, Yankton, SD
Biology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude,

SSM Alumni Student Scholar

Tara Mathison, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology

Sarah Lynn McCord, Brookings, SD
Psychology

Ashley Ann Mellem, Volin, SD
Communication Disorders

Lacey M. Mentele
Criminal Justice

Brandi L. Mews, Sioux Falls, SD
Criminal Justice

Danielle Leigh Meyer, Ringsted, IA
Psychology
University Scholar

Whitney Jo Meyer, Canton, SD
Psychology

Ashley Miles, Harrisburg, SD
Criminal Justice
Cum Laude

Phil Millard, Sioux City, IA
Biology Education
Cum Laude

John Mohrhauser, Mapleton, IA
History

Brittany Moore, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology

Alan Nedved, Wagner, SD
History Criminal Justice

Karl D. Neilson
Biology

Ashley Kate Neugebauer, Ethan, SD
Anthropology, History

Kendra A. Neugebauer, Parkston, SD
Communication Disorders
Cum Laude

Michael K. Nussbaum, Sioux Falls, SD
Biology

Kristin Leigh Olson, Vermillion, SD
Psychology, English
Cum Laude

Amber R. Onken, Cherokee, IA
Chemistry, Physics

Katy Parrott, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Megan Leigh Peters, Delmont, SD
Biology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Matthew Michael Peyton, Le Mars, IA
Biology

Rachel Marie Plews, Missouri Valley, IA
Sociology

Kenneth Pospischil, Sioux Falls, SD
Psychology, Sociology

Drew Daniel Price
Political Science
Cum Laude

Calvin Alfred Ranns
Economics

Kristopher Alan Reed
Criminal Justice

Austin Thomas Reinsch, Omaha, NE
Biology

Megan Nicole Rieck, Warner, SD
Biology
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Bryce Riediger, Lawton, IA
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Shalee Rist, Centerville, SD
Psychology
Cum Laude

Andrew Thomas Robertson, Sioux Falls, SD
Political Science

Justin Rollins, Peidmont, SD
Psychology

Brittany Ronning, Groton, SD
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Jared R. Sage, Niobrara, NE
English

Joseph Sandness, Woonsocket, SD
Criminal Justice

Samantha Sue Sayler, Tea, SD
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Amber Marie Schmidt, Hartford, SD
Psychology
Magna Cum Laude

Jason Schroeder
Criminal Justice

Preston Kenneth Scott, Parker, SD
Computer Science
Cum Laude



Amanda K. Sedlacek, Scotland, SD
Biology, Psychology
Thesis Scholar, Cum Laude

Lita Lorraine Sigler
Psychology, English

Galen Matthew Slagle, Yankton, SD
Political Science
Cum Laude

Tyler Spease, Rapid City, SD
Psychology

Christian William Stai, Sioux Falls, SD
Earth Science

Kayla Steckelberg, Yankton, SD
Psychology, Spanish

Amber Stern, Freeman, SD
Political Science

Theresa Jean Stevenson, Blencoe, IA
Psychology
University Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Sarah G. Strunk
Psychology, English
Magna Cum Laude

Dyon Tang, Omaha, NE
Psychology

Keenan J. Thomas, Rapid City, SD
Physics, Mathematics
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Neysa Thomas, Pittsburgh, PA
Psychology

Benjamin James Thoreson, Brandon, SD
Computer Science

Vanessa A. Tisher, Faulkton, SD
Math Education
Magna Cum Laude

Jeffrey Tobey
Anthropology, History

Josh Tribble, Watertown, SD
Psychology

Miranda Jo Vanden Brink, Ireton, IA
Chemistry
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

Jamie Ellice VerMeer, Brandon, SD
Biology

Amber K. Volk, Norfolk, NE
Contemporary Media & Journalism, English

Dirk C. Waite, Warner, SD
Criminal Justice, Political Science

Benjamin Birch Walters, Lennox, SD
Biology

Stephanie C. Webber, Brentwood, CA
Psychology

Amanda Sue Weber, Mitchell, SD
Chemistry
University Scholar, Cum Laude

Landon Michael Weber, Aberdeen, SD
Biology
Cum Laude

David M. Whitesock, Thompson, ND
History

Chad M. Wilczynski, Spearfish, SD
Anthropology

Kari Lavonne Wolff, Leola, SD
Biology
Cum Laude

Clark D. Young, Omaha, NE
Contemporary Media & Journalism

Kayla A. Zeal, Mitchell, SD
Psychology
Summa Cum Laude

Eden Asrat Zeleke, Sioux Falls, SD
Chemistry
Magna Cum Laude

Xiao Xi Zhang, Yankton, SD
Chemistry, History
Cum Laude

Michaela Lynn Zimmerman, Crofton, NE
Psychology

Associate of Arts

Bachelor of Liberal Studies

Mason Benjamin Griffith, Sioux Falls, SD
Jamie Manning

Crystal Anderson, Brandon, SD
Christy Green
Jay T. Slaba

BEACOM SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Bachelor of Business Administration

Jeremy David Ackerman, Canton, SD
Finance
Cum Laude

Matthew R. Adamson, Sioux Falls, SD
Economics
Thesis Scholar

Brittany Lucille Aker, Dell Rapids, SD
Management

Mary E. Anderson, Rapid City, SD
Management

Laura Elizabeth Arnett, Tea, SD
Marketing

Halley Backes, Rapid City, SD
Economics
University Scholar



Ryan Craig Bak, Beresford, SD
Management

Gina Mae Baldwin, Mitchell, SD
Accounting

Tyler A. Barondeau, Selby, SD
Management
Magna Cum Laude

Jesse Becker, Maple Grove, MN
Economics

Jeffrey D. Beckmann, Bloomfield, NE
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

Jesse R. Bethke, Pierre, SD
Management
Cum Laude

Stacy Gwen Bjorlie, Austin, MN
Management

Nick Bochman, Yankton, SD
Management

Daniel Bork, Midland, SD
Finance
Summa Cum Laude

Mark Daniel Broders, Yankton, SD
Accounting
Cum Laude

Paul A. Brown, Le Mars, IA
Accounting
Cum Laude

Keeley J. Bunkers, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Jessica L Burchill, Pierre, SD
Finance
Magna Cum Laude

Neil William Carlson, Spring Lake Park, MN
Accounting

Tara L. Carlson
Accounting

Chad Jeremy Carman, Madison, SD
Finance

Tami Christine Chapman, Manilla, IA
Management

Kayla Marie Chaussee, Brandon, SD
Health Services Administration

Pamela Chrystal, Wakonda, SD
Accounting

Emily Chvatal, Malmo, NE
Management

Samuel R. Clikeman, Gillette, WY
Management

Brittany Leigh Dettler, Langdon, ND
Management

Danielle Lynn Dettler, Sioux Falls, SD
Health Services Administration

Michael David Dieren, Brandon, SD
Marketing

Travis R. Dilling, Rochester, IL
Marketing

Karissa A. Dorcey, Wayne, NE
Management

Alexia Leigh Dunlop, Woodbine, IA
Finance

Rebecca M. Eisenhauer, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Jenna M. Fejfar
Finance

Matthew Robert Finnegan, Sioux Falls, SD
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

James A. Fischer
Management

Joshua John Fleming, Lincoln, NE
Management

Alan Flyger, Hurley, SD
Management

Kelly Rae Foreman, Sioux Center, IA
Accounting

Chelsea L. Fortney
Management

Elizabeth Ann Freitag, Sioux Falls, SD
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude

Austin D. Full, Royal, IA
Finance

Kelsey Jo Garry, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Courtney Elizabeth Gilchrist, Columbia, SD
Economics
Magna Cum Laude

Beth Marie Glorvigen
Accounting

Megan M. Gough, Kimball, SD
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

Nicole Rae Gruebele, Eureka, SD
Health Services Administration

Sarah R. Halbach, Minneapolis, MN
Marketing

Aaron Hansen, Brandon, SD
Management

Andrew Hartman, Brandon, SD
Marketing

Ryan Hawkins, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Sara M. Hochstein
Accounting

Dustin E. Hoellein, Athol, SD
Management
Cum Laude

Joshua Alan Hofmeyer, Sioux City, IA
Health Services Administration

Craig Michael Hohn, Parkston, SD
Health Services Administration

Amanda L. Holdaway, Rapid City, SD
Finance

Heather Hult, Davis, SD
Health Services Administration

Paul T. Hutchins, Sioux Falls, SD
Finance

Jenna S. Isaacson
Management
Cum Laude

Chad Brian Jager, Sioux Falls, SD
Health Services Administration

Alex P. Jensen, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Lindsey L. Jeratowski, Dakota Dunes, SD
Marketing



Darcie Johnson, Henry, SD
Health Services Administration

Kimberly J. Jones, Volga, SD
Finance

Cara Ann Juffer, Ireton, IA
Accounting
Cum Laude

Jason M. Justice
Finance

Kyle A. Kadinger, Hartford, SD
Marketing

Tim Karels, Milbank, SD
Management

Mary Katherine Klima, Leavenworth, KS
Health Services Administration

Megan Ann Klingbile, Lennox, SD
Marketing

Kyle Kenneth Koch, Salem, SD
Management

Cody Allan Kofoid, Billings, MT
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude

Daniel John Korthals, George, IA
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude

Cynthia Ann Kranz, Watertown, SD
Accounting
Summa Cum Laude

Kevin Alan Kruse, Harlan, IA
Management

Kelli Renee Kunzweiler, Marcus, IA
Accounting

Justin Richard Lancaster, Pierre, SD
Management

Robert Larsen, Marion, SD
Accounting

Cody James Lensink, Sioux City, IA
Marketing

Rachel M. Linneman, Bruce, SD
Management

Justin M. Lipp, Mobridge, SD
Management

Dustin Little, Castlewood, SD
Management

Kristine Marie Livermont, Pierre, SD
Health Services Administration

Melissa Machacek
Accounting

Kelsey Madson, Sioux Falls, SD
Marketing

Cameron A. Martin
Economics

Jessica Mehlberg, Raymond, SD
Finance

Matthew Jay Mortenson, Selby, SD
Management

Lisa Marie Nesheim, Ethan, SD
Health Services Administration

John W. Neth, Menno, SD
Accounting

Courtney Nordquist, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Clay Tyler Noteboom, Corsica, SD
Accounting

Felix Dario Nyangamoi, Harrisburg, SD
Management

Jason Orr, Yankton, SD
Management

Bryan D. Parker, Sioux Falls, SD
Management

Jillian Peterson, Tea, SD
Health Services Administration

Kelsey J. Peterson, Sioux Falls, SD
Finance

Matland Scott Peterson, Sioux Falls, SD
Finance

Nathaniel Price, Milpitas, CA
Finance

Taylor A. Ptacek, O’Neill, NE
Health Services Administration
Cum Laude

Matthew Rantapaa, Lead, SD
Economics
Cum Laude

Erica L. Richardt, Rapid City, SD
Finance

Chelsea Marie Roesler, Irene, SD
Marketing

Brock R. Rohl
Management

Kerry E. Roling, Salem, SD
Finance

Matthew K. Rueter, Orange City, IA
Management

Robert W. Schuneman, Milbank, SD
Management

Alex W. Smith, Gettysburg, SD
Management

Allison Smith, Wahpeton, ND
Management

Amy J. Smith
Accounting

Matt Soehl
Management

Donna J. Stueve
Management

Stephanie Lynn Suhrbier, Lehigh, IA
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

Brandon Ryan Telkamp, Tea, SD
Accounting

Kaitlin B. Thomas, Pierre, SD
Health Services Administration

Kelsey L. Thomas, Kimball, SD
Management
Cum Laude

Carolyn Thompson, Brookings, SD
Accounting

Bonnie Jean Thurow, Ramona, SD
Accounting
Cum Laude

Justin Tommeraasen, Brandon, SD
Management

Christopher VanHout, Milbank, SD
Management

Marc Anthony Venekamp, Lake Benton, MN
Management



Brandyn J. Vetos, North Sioux City, SD
Marketing
Summa Cum Laude

Matt Vogel
Accounting
Magna Cum Laude

Danielle L. Ward, Jackson, MN
Accounting

Randall F. Waterbury, Akron, IA
Management

Mandie Rose Weinandt, Dakota Dunes, SD
Management
Thesis Scholar, Summa Cum Laude

Chelsey Jo Wentz, Grand Forks, ND
Management

Matthew Brian Whitmore, Huron, SD
Management
University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science in Education

Shae Lea Anderson, Parkston, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education

Brooke A. Bonte
Elementary Education, Special Education

Danielle Lea Carda, Wagner, SD
Elementary Education

Erika Mae Carlson, Brookings, SD
Elementary Education

Rachel B. Christianson, Sioux Falls, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education

Jennifer L. Dobney, Akron, IA
Elementary Education, Special Education

Tess Eliza Fieldsend, Des Moines, IA
Elementary Education, Special Education

Christina M. Flora, Clark, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education

Brooke Elizabeth Flynn, South Sioux City, NE
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Kristin Marie Francisco, Estelline, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education
Cum Laude

Megan K. Freeman, Council Bluffs, IA
Elementary Education

Kelli A. Galbraith, Rapid City, SD
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Catherine Ganschow, Wakonda, SD
Elementary Education

Angela Marie Geesman, Jackson, MN
Elementary Education
Summa Cum Laude

Michael Greco, Brandon, SD
Physical Education

Nicholas Herman, Nisland, SD
Physical Education

Charles Hosford Jr, Winner, SD
Physical Education
Magna Cum Laude

Louree A. Houston, Omaha, NE
Elementary Education

Karla Ann Jelsma, Springfield, SD
Math Education

Audrey O. Job, Vermillion, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education

Rebecca E. Kjellsen, Watertown, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education
Cum Laude

Tessa Nicole Kjose De Wit, Akron, IA
Elementary Education

Brianna Lynne Murad, Sioux City, IA
Elementary Education

Andrea Maddox, Rapid City, SD
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Elly Manning, Hays, KS
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Casie McFarlane
Elementary Education, Special Education
Magna Cum Laude

Brittany Ann Mehlhaff, Pierre, SD
Math Education
Magna Cum Laude

Greg Meister, Le Mars, IA
Physical Education

Rebecca Miller, Sioux City, IA
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Ryan Murfield, Brookings, SD
English Education

Jessica Leigh Murphy, Rapid City, SD
Elementary Education

Adam J. Mutschelknaus
History Education

Kevin G. Myrmoe
History Education

Ruth Adell Need, Sidney, IA
Elementary Education, Special Education

Brittany Neiles, Sioux Falls, SD
History Education, English Education
Cum Laude

Tiffany A. Perry, Bruce, SD
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Megan Elizabeth Peterson, Tekamah, NE
Biology Education

Whitney A. Podzimek, Avon, SD
Elementary Education

Kami I. Roberts, Wakefield, NE
Elementary Education, Special Education
Magna Cum Laude

Wesley Robertson, Rapid City, SD
Physical Education

Sara R. Rodgers, Papillion NE
Elementary Education



Daniel Sanow, Yankton, SD
Math Education

Johanna Marie Sawyer-Clausen, Springfield, OH
History Education

Nathan Selken, Sioux Falls, SD
Elementary Education

Martin P. Skroch
History Education
Cum Laude

Nichole Steiner, Parker, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education

Natalie Stout, Crofton, NE
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Grant Sunne, Brandon, SD
Math Education
Magna Cum Laude

Kayice Tjeerdsma, Avon, SD
Physical Education

Shauna R. Tjepkes, Sibley, IA
Elementary Education
Magna Cum Laude

Katie Trometer, Elk Point, SD
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Brandon Wagner, Utica, SD
Elementary Education
Cum Laude

Everett Troy Wall, Sergeant Bluff, IA
English Education
Cum Laude

Felicia Jean Westerlund
Elementary Education

Brandon A. White, Chester, SD
Math Education

Courtney J. Zander, Pierre, SD
Elementary Education, Special Education
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in Recreation

Allison A. Aasen, Sioux Falls, SD
Cum Laude

Justin Ryan Harper, Chandler, AZ
Taryn M. Ketter

Heather Nicole Kuhlmann, Nebraska City, NE
Derrick E. Spader
Gina Elizabeth Spanton, Milbank, SD

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Emily J. Bonnema
Theatre Education
Cum Laude

Marcie Elizabeth Brenden, Sioux Falls, SD
Theatre

Megan L. Dirks, Akron, IA
Art
Magna Cum Laude

Julie Esmay, Rapid City, SD
Art Education
Cum Laude

Emily Ann Elizabeth Feauto, Akron, IA
Art Education

Amanda Kay Gebhart, Elkton, SD
Art

Sara Marie Gotch, South Sioux City, NE
Art

Elliot David Graber, Freeman, SD
Theatre

Kari Hamilton, Sioux Falls, SD
Art

Matthew Michael Heller, Armour, SD
Art

Kathryn S. Henrichsen
Theatre

Andrea L. Hoff, Norfolk, NE
Art
Thesis Scholar

Collin KH Hover, Blacksburg, VA
Art

Tyler Hudson, South Sioux City, NE
Theatre

Leah N. Keating
Art

Patrick Kern, Rapid City, SD
Art

Grant E. Lacey
Art
University Scholar, Cum Laude

Jena Nichole Mulder, Freeman, SD
Art

Paul Thomas Osborne Petersen, Cheyenne, WY
Theatre
Cum Laude

Shane S. Sather
Theatre

Alena Kristin Saunders, Omaha, NE
Art

Lexy St. Pierre, Yankton, SD
Art



Bachelor of Music

David M. Earll, Sibley, IA
Music Performance
Summa Cum Laude

Amy Elizabeth Goble, Indianola, IA
Music Education
Summa Cum Laude

Gina Kay Mees, Huron, SD
Music Education
Cum Laude

Ryan Swedean, Sioux Falls, SD
Music Performance

Andrew Wulf, Pierre, SD
Music Performance
Cum Laude

Bachelor of Musical Arts

Danie Ray Crowley, Canton, SD
Cum Laude

Ryan Wayne Griffith, Rapid City, SD
Magna Cum Laude

Allison Marie Hauswald, Sioux Center, IA
Derick Rehurek, Yankton, SD
Laura Schmitz, Petersburg, NE

University Scholar, Magna Cum Laude

SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Bachelor of Science

Melissa Sue Baker, Hartford, SD
Dental Hygiene

Jessica L. Barclay, South Sioux City, NE
Alcohol & Drug Studies

Phillip Lee Bassing, Crooks, SD
Social Work

Brittany Renae Bean, Belle Fourche, SD
Dental Hygiene
Magna Cum Laude

Marissa Angelika Cahill, Huron, SD
Dental Hygiene

Danielle Lynn Carver, Huron, SD
Dental Hygiene
Cum Laude

Shelah Economo, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Jonni KM Felton, Yankton, SD
Alcohol & Drug Studies

Erika Ann Fransen, Edgerton, MN
Dental Hygiene
Cum Laude

Trista Dianna Johnson, Aurelia, IA
Dental Hygiene

Jackie L. Jorgensen, Randolph, NE
Dental Hygiene
Cum Laude

Kayla Nicole Kammerer, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Lauren E. Krell, Hartford, SD
Dental Hygiene
Magna Cum Laude

Amanda Joyce Kusek, Harrisburg, SD
Dental Hygiene
Magna Cum Laude

Damon P. Leader Charge, Parmelee, SD
Alcohol & Drug Studies, American Indian Studies

Stacie Michele Meehan, Sioux Falls, SD
Social Work

Sara L. Miller
Dental Hygiene

Beth R. Nemec
Dental Hygiene

Katie Pudwill, Springfield, SD
Dental Hygiene

Angela Marie Rydell, Vermillion, SD
Dental Hygiene

Kali JoAnn Sabie, Flandreau, SD
Social Work
Cum Laude

Patricia Jean Shields, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Nicole E. Spencer, North Sioux City, SD
Dental Hygiene

Jennifer A. Timmerman, Harrisburg, SD
Dental Hygiene

Allison Cole Tisthammer, Cherokee, IA
Dental Hygiene
Cum Laude

Sara Van Pelt
Dental Hygiene

Kali Van Veldhuizen, Rock Valley, IA
Dental Hygiene
Summa Cum Laude

Brett VerMulm, Hudson, SD
Alcohol & Drug Studies

Tasha Ann Wait, Sioux City, IA
Dental Hygiene
Summa Cum Laude

Ashley Wiemann, Vermillion, SD
Dental Hygiene

Kelly Marie Wilts, Sioux Falls, SD
Social Work Psychology

Laura J. Zwaan, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene



Associate of Science

Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology

Ashley Susan Johnson, Watertown, SD
Lindsey J. Keill, Sioux Falls, SD

Lori Kay Meyer, Sioux Falls, SD
Katerina Marie Roberts, Ballantine, MT

Adesola Adenusi, Burnsville, MN
Nursing

Jessica Lynn Afa, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Tricia Ammann, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Brittany Marie Anderson, Bridgewater, SD
Nursing

Melissa L. Anderson
Nursing

Vanessa M. Anderson
Nursing

Megan Arend, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Jessica Ault, Tampa, FL
Nursing

Melissa Sue Baker, Hartford, SD
Dental Hygiene

Tiffanie Ann Barber, New Underwood, SD
Nursing

Jaymi B. Barry
Nursing

Phillip Lee Bassing, Crooks, SD
Nursing

Chrissy Bauman
Nursing

Terri Lee Behr, Winner, SD
Nursing

Kenda Beiningen, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Ashley Kay Bekaert, Gary, SD
Nursing

Lisa P. Belcher, Box Elder, SD
Nursing

Ashley Ivey Bellikka, Westport, SD
Nursing

Merissa Bendigo, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Angus Ayer Bennett, Hendersonville, NC
Nursing
With High Honor

Liza S. Berg
Nursing

Lisa Ann Bernhart, Minneapolis, MN
Nursing

Jennifer Dee Besta, Tea, SD
Nursing

Kimberly Biel, Browns Valley, MN
Nursing

Loretta J. Biel
Nursing

Amber Marie Bierman, Walhalla, ND
Nursing

Terri Birnbaum, Lead, SD
Nursing

Jessica Lea Bisson, Philip, SD
Nursing

Jessica Bornitz, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Summer L. Bowling, Springview, NE
Nursing

Adam Boyd, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Kelly Braatz
Nursing

Gena L. Bradford, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Tina Brickman, Pierre, SD
Nursing

Ashleigh Brown, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Jason G. Brown
Nursing

Althea Marie Bruske, Ethan, SD
Nursing

Ashli D. Bryan
Nursing

Carrie A. Bublitz
Nursing

Kelly Burgess, Ashby, NE
Nursing

Cody Burkart, Belle Fourche, SD
Nursing

Vance Elliott Caffee, Miller, SD
Nursing

Marissa Angelika Cahill, Huron, SD
Dental Hygiene

Wynette R. Campbell
Nursing

Audra Joelle Carson, Langford, SD
Nursing

Maria Rose Carter
Nursing
With Highest Honor

Danielle Lynn Carver, Huron, SD
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Sherrie R. Casey, Milbank, SD
Nursing

Marie Lynn Chandler
Nursing

Lori M. Collins, Sturgis, SD
Nursing

Jean Nicole Cravens, Brookings, SD
Nursing

Dan Crosse
Nursing



Sarah Margaret Cullison, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Julie Dally, Orient, SD
Nursing

Dawn R. Davis, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Jessi L. Davis, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Jennifer Deis
Nursing

Mary Louise Dohm
Nursing

Rikki S. Donner
Nursing
With Honor

Jackson Dean Dorhout
Nursing

Katherine Doyle, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Tina M. Duffy, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Michelle M. Dunham
Nursing

Dustin Alan Dvoracek, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

James Dale Dvorak
Nursing

Pam Dyer
Nursing

Shelah Economo, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Brooke L. Egly
Nursing

Alan Engebretson, Yankton, SD
Nursing

Travis J. Engle, Sturgis, SD
Nursing

Adam L. Ensz
Nursing

Emily Erickson, Brandon, SD
Nursing

Patricia Erickson, Sturgis, SD
Nursing

Tara Faber, Rock Valley, IA
Dental Hygiene

Jemelle Ferrer
Nursing

Lacey Rae Feser, Chamberlain, SD
Nursing

Emily J. Fieber
Nursing

Deena Annette Foote
Nursing

Jessica Lynne Forrette, Milbank, SD
Nursing

Christine A. Francis
Nursing

Carmela J. Frank
Nursing

Erika Ann Fransen, Edgerton, MN
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Mark E. Frederick, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Lexi M. Frederiksen, Fort Pierre, SD
Nursing

Emily Freng, Yankton, SD
Nursing

Deborah Fuhrmann, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Tina Marie Gau, Pickstown, SD
Dental Hygiene

Mindy J Gerry, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Lindsey Gesswein, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Shawna Maroney Gibson, Gettysburg, SD
Nursing

Pennie L. Glines, Faith, SD
Nursing

Courtney S. Goodwin, Custer, SD
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Barbara L. Gratzfeld, Yankton, SD
Nursing

Michelle L. Gray
Nursing

Stephanie Jean Griffith, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Amanda A. Grohs
Nursing

Sherry Gutsche, Hot Springs, SD
Nursing

Brittany L. Haas, Canby, MN
Nursing

Jennifer Marie Haliburton, Harrisburg, SD
Dental Hygiene

Anne K. Hansen-Tonn
Nursing

Alissa Hanson, Fort Pierre, SD
Nursing

Janelle M. Harrington
Nursing

Katie A. Harwig, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Heather N. Hazen, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Marlene M. Heinen
Nursing

Krysta J. Hemmingson
Nursing

Kelli Jo Hey, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Wayne Allen Hintz
Nursing

Erica M. Holmes
Dental Hygiene

Lacy J. Holte
Nursing

Christina Huber, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Laura Lynn Hunt, Eagle Butte, SD
Nursing

Richelle Hyatt, Milbank, SD
Nursing

Angela R. Jager
Nursing



Kylie Lynn Jansen, Hudson, SD
Nursing

Rebecca R. Johnson, Summerset, SD
Nursing

Changsook Johnson
Nursing

Darcie D. Johnson
Nursing

Trista Dianna Johnson, Peterson, IA
Dental Hygiene

Leslie Sutra Jones, California
Nursing

Tyler L. Jongeling, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Jackie L. Jorgensen
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Quinn A. Jorgensen
Nursing

Shogoofa Kabiri
Nursing

Kayla Nicole Kammerer, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Lisa Ann Kerfeld, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Ashley Klatt, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Mitch Kleinsasser
Nursing

Kathleen Lou Knight, South Sioux City, NE
Nursing
With Honor

Sarah B. Knight
Nursing
With Honor

Lauren E. Krell, Hartford, SD
Dental Hygiene
With High Honor

Chelsea M. Kriese
Nursing

Robyn Kroeger, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Aaron Krueger
Nursing

Kelsey Dawn Kuik, Edgerton, MN
Nursing
With Highest Honor

Erica Kunzweiler, Marcus, IA
Nursing

Kylie Larsen, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Harmony Larsen, Colton, SD
Nursing

Jami Lynn Larson, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Elizabeth R. Lee
Nursing

Michelle Anna Leger, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Teresa Lewno, Wilmot, SD
Nursing

Christina J. Liane
Nursing

Adrienne M. Lindholm, Pierre, SD
Nursing

Jennifer Lines, Garretson, SD
Nursing

Olivia Livengood, Shenandoah, IA
Nursing

Linda K. Lowe
Nursing

Barbara Ann Lucia, Brandon, SD
Nursing

Amber L. Luitjens, Aberdeen, SD
Nursing

Beth Marlene Maas, Corsica, SD
Nursing

Jamie Madsen, Brookings, SD
Dental Hygiene

Jacqueline L. Maki, Brandon, SD
Nursing
With High Honor

Megan Marie Marsh, Hartington, SD
Nursing

Daniel Mumo Mbola, Machakos, Kenya
Nursing

Ashley R. McCloud
Nursing

Julie L. McIntosh
Nursing

Richard McQuistan, Vermillion, SD
Nursing

Stephanie Meier, Doland, SD
Nursing

Elizabeth Marie Middleton, Pierre, SD
Nursing

Sara L. Miller
Dental Hygiene

Brittany Montecuollo, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing
With Honor

Melody Morehouse, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Melissa E Motz
Nursing

Hollie J. Nedved, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Ashlee A. Novak, Pierre, SD
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Carolyn Y. Oetken
Nursing

Lydia N. Ombati, Waconia, MN
Nursing

Iva Heather Parkhurst, Armour, SD
Nursing
With Highest Honor

Holland Pascoe, Odessa, TX
Nursing

Sally A. Paulsen, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Candice Pautzke, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Danielle M. Perrizo, Alvord, IA
Nursing

Robert D. Pfeiffer, Colman, SD
Nursing



Jacquelyn R. Pittman
Nursing

Laura Renee Polanco-Erck, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Katie Pudwill, Springfield, SD
Dental Hygiene

Leanne Pulling
Nursing

Dadrea Anne Rabeler, Rushville, NE
Nursing

Wynter Reaver
Nursing
With High Honor

Sandra Reinesch, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Elena-Mirela Rhine, Circiumaru
Piatra-Neamt, Romania
Nursing

Gretchen Elizabeth Rinken, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Leah Robb, Dell Rapids, SD
Nursing

Bethany Robertson
Nursing

Stewart W. Rodgers
Nursing

Allison F. Rodman
Nursing

Cathy E. Roesler, Marion, SD
Nursing

Kelsey Ryan, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Angela Marie Rydell, Vermillion, SD
Dental Hygiene

Angela LaNae Rye
Nursing

Rebecca D. Sala, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Terrie R. Sauder, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Brianna Schmieg, Milbank, SD
Nursing

Juliann Schoeneman, Brandon, SD
Nursing

Amanda J. Scholten, Valley Springs, SD
Nursing

Amanda D. Schryver, Sturgis, SD
Nursing

Maggie D. Scott, Las Cruces, NM
Nursing

Patricia Jean Shields, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Amanda Marie Siemonsma, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene

Erin Renee Silver, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Kimberly Sixta, Lake Benton, MN
Dental Hygiene

Gina Lynn Skinner, Tea, SD
Nursing

AJ Smith
Nursing

Holly Smith, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Laura J. Smith
Nursing

Lindsey Smith, Marion, SD
Nursing

Jody Lynn Spangenberg, Blunt, SD
Nursing

Nicole E. Spencer, North Sioux City, SD
Dental Hygiene

Greg Spurlin, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Julie J. Stanton
Nursing

Meagan Ruth Steecker, Emerson, NE
Nursing

Kerri Stevens, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Nylda Stevens, Blunt, SD
Nursing

Sheryl R. Stinson, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Kristina H. Stith, Newcastle, WY
Nursing

Andrea Strasser
Nursing

Joey Sturdevant, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Jill M. Sudbeck, Dimock, SD
Nursing

Chelsey Swanson, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Sara K. Swartz
Nursing

Wanda J. Taylor, Dalton, MN
Nursing

Heidi Donna Tellers, Chaska, MN
Nursing

Ashley Thomas, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Jessica K. Thorbjornsen
Nursing

Jamie L. Tigert, Vermillion, SD
Nursing

Bonnie Jean Timmons, White Owl, SD
Nursing
With Honor

Allison Cole Tisthammer, Cherokee, IA
Dental Hygiene
With Honor

Rachel Todd, Piedmont, SD
Nursing

Jamie Kim Tran, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Karol Turley, Mesa, AZ
Nursing

Laura Turner, Rochester MN
Dental Hygiene

Barbara Jean Umiker, Hot Springs, SD
Nursing

Crystal A. Uskoski
Nursing

Sherry Ann Van Egdom, Doon, IA
Dental Hygiene
With High Honor



Kalyn C. Van Engen
Nursing

Sara Van Pelt
Dental Hygiene

Kali Van Veldhuizen, Rock Valley, IA
Dental Hygiene
With Highest Honor

Melinda Van Zee
Nursing

Ashley VanDenOever, Wessington Springs, SD
Nursing

Cassandra Lynn Varilek, Henry, SD
Nursing

Christy Virchow
Nursing

Shawntel Vosberg, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Dawn Waack, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Tasha Ann Wait, Sioux City, IA
Dental Hygiene
With Highest Honor

Justin Ward, Watertown, SD
Nursing

Danielle T. Washegesic
Nursing

Shawn L. Waters
Nursing

Rachel V. Wegman, Pierre, SD
Nursing

Lori DeAnn Weidenbacher
Nursing

Alicia K. Welch
Nursing

Megan Elizabeth Whipple, Baltic, SD
Nursing

Ashley Wiemann, Vermillion, SD
Dental Hygiene

Jennifer Wieseler, Tyndall, SD
Nursing

Linda Rae Wilcox, Yankton, SD
Nursing

Holly Wilgers, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing
With High Honor

Sarah L. Williamson, Piedmont, SD
Nursing

Nichole Winckler, Rapid City, SD
Nursing

Malynda Christine Wolf, Belle Fourche, SD
Nursing

Danielle M. Wolters, Sioux Falls, SD
Nursing

Laura J. Zwaan, Sioux Falls, SD
Dental Hygiene





An academics and research leader in South Dakota and the region since 1862, The U. is
the state’s flagship liberal arts institution.

This document is available in alternative formats upon request.  For assistance, call
Disability Services at The U. at: 605-677-6389 or E-mail dservice@usd.edu.

The University of South Dakota is an equal opportunity, affirmative action institution
committed to increasing the diversity of its faculty, staff and students.

To earn an honors designation at graduation, the baccalaureate-level graduate must have
completed at least 64 hours of USD credit and must meet the following USD and
cumulative grade point averages:

Summa Cum Laude equal to or greater than 3.9
Magna Cum Laude equal to or greater than 3.7
Cum Laude equal to or greater than 3.5

To earn an honors designation at graduation, the associate-level graduate must have
completed at least 32 hours of USD credit and must meet the following USD and
cumulative grade point averages:

With Highest Honor equal to or greater than 3.9
With High Honor equal to or greater than 3.7
With Honor equal to or greater than 3.5

The commencement program is a list of candidates for degree.
It is not an official listing of degrees conferred.

5,500 copies of this document were printed by USD at a cost of $0.456 per copy.





ACADEMIC DRESS
The tradition of academic costume has a history of nearly eight centuries.  In medieval
Europe, all townsmen wore long flowing robes or gowns.  The materials and colors
varied greatly, according to wealth and rank of the individual, and were governed by
royal decree.  Gradually there developed distinctive gowns for the various professions,
trades and guilds.  They survive today in the gowns of religious orders, the judiciary and
the academic regalia.

The gowns worn by the recipients of the various degrees vary somewhat in design.  The
sleeves of the gown worn by recipients of the baccalaureate degree are long and
pointed, while the sleeves of the gown worn by the master’s degree recipients are
square at one end with a slit at the elbow.  The doctor’s gown has flowing sleeves with
three bars of velvet and facing of velvet down the front of the gown.

Most distinctive of the academic regalia is the hood, which serves as identification of the
graduate degree and the institution where the degree was awarded.  The hood is lined
with silk in the official colors of the institution.  Thus, the hood of The University of South
Dakota is lined in red.  The trim is velvet, three inches wide for the master’s degree and
five inches wide for the doctor’s degree.  The color of the velvet border indicates the
degree.

The academic cap was developed in the fifteenth century.  Some caps were stiff, some
soft, some square, some round, with a tuft in the center.  The tassel used today is an
elaboration of the tuft.  While some institutions still use the round caps, most institutions
have adopted the “mortar board” style which comes from Oxford.  The tassel for
graduate degrees may be black, except that a gold bullion tassel may be worn by
recipients of the doctorate.  The tassel’s color indicates the discipline in which the degree
has been earned.  The tassel colors are shown below:

Arts and Sciences.........................................................................................................White
Business..........................................................................................................Sapphire Blue
Education................................................................................................................Light Blue
Fine Arts (Art and Theatre).........................................................................................Brown
Fine Arts (Music)..............................................................................................................Pink
Health Sciences............................................................................................................Green
Law...............................................................................................................................Purple
Medicine........................................................................................................................Green

Honors societies wear specially designed stoles, cords or medallions.  The
designations are listed below.

Beta Gamma Sigma.......................................................................Blue ribbon with medallion
Chi Sigma Iota................................................................................Blue & white honor cords
Golden Key International Honour Society.........................................Blue & gold honor cords
Mortar Board.................................................................Gold & silver interlaced honor cords
Omicron Delta Kappa...........................................White, black & blue twisted cords

Order of Omega.........................................................White & gold double cords

Phi Beta Kappa Society........................................Light blue & light pink honor cords
Psi-Chi Psychology Club...............................Double gold cord with blue & gold tassels
University Honors Program.....................................................................................Gold stole

Faculty wearing medals with a red ribbon are recipients of a Belbas-Larson Award,
given as the university’s highest honor for teaching excellence; faculty wearing a red/
white ribbon are recipients of Richard and Sharon Cutler Awards, given by the College of
Arts and Sciences for promoting liberal arts education through teaching and research.


