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 Purpose of the Study:  

The purpose of this research study is [Explain the purpose of your study. Example: to explore how

college student develop into who they are.  Also of interest is how they understand the relationships with

friends and romantic partners in their lives.]  

Procedures to be followed:  
[Give a step-by-step process of what the participant will need to do for the study. For example: “You will

be asked to answer 50 questions on a survey.”]
Risks:  
There are no risks in participating in this research beyond those experienced in everyday life. [If applicable only: Some of the questions are personal and might cause discomfort.  If you would like to 

  talk to someone about your feelings regarding this study, you are encouraged to contact The University

  of South Dakota’s Student Counseling Center at 605-677-5777 which provides counseling services to

  USD students at no charge. (If the participants are not USD student, provide them with an

  alternative number to call such as a hot line, etc.)]
Benefits
[For example: 

· You might learn more about yourself by participating in this study.  You might have a 

       better understanding of how important relationships are to you.  You might realize that others have had

similar experiences as you have.

·  This research might provide a better understanding of how relationships affect college students.  This information could help plan programs, or make student services better. This information might assist students in getting used to college life.]
Duration:
[For example: It will take about 15 minutes to complete the questions.]
Statement of Confidentiality:  
[Explain how confidentiality will be maintained.  For example: The survey, questionnaire, interview, focus

group does not ask for any information that would identify who the responses belong to. Therefore, your

responses are recorded anonymously.  If this research is published, no information that would identify you will

be included since your name is in no way linked to your responses.]
[Add below if you are conducting internet surveys]

All survey responses that we receive will be treated confidentially and stored on a secure server [only state if accurate]. However, given that the surveys can be completed from any computer (e.g., personal, work, school), we are unable to guarantee the security of the computer on which you choose to enter your responses. As a participant in our study, we want you to be aware that certain "key logging" software programs exist that can be used to track or capture data that you enter and/or websites that you visit.

Right to Ask Questions:  
The researchers conducting this study are [insert name(s) of investigator(s)].  You may ask any questions you   have now.  If you later have questions, concerns, or complaints about the research please contact [insert name(s) of investigator(s) at [insert telephone number] during the day.  [If the   researcher is a student, include the adviser's name and telephone number.] [Do not use any personal phone numbers.]
If you have questions regarding your rights as a research subject, you may contact The University of South Dakota- Office of Human Subjects Protection at (605) 677-6184.  You may also call this number with problems, complaints, or concerns about the research.  Please call this number if you cannot reach research staff, or you wish to talk with someone who is an informed individual who is independent of the research team.

General information about being a research subject can be found on the Office of Human Subjects Protection website “Information for Research Participants” http://www.usd.edu/research/research-and-sponsored-programs/research-participant-information.cfm
Compensation: You will not receive compensation for your participation. [ OR For example: Participant will receive 3 extra credit points for their SOC 001 course.  There is another option to participating to receive the extra credit.  This option is to read an article related to this research and prepare a one-page reaction to it.  The person in charge will provide the article.]
[if extra credit is utilized] You may withdraw from the study at any time without losing the course points assigned by your instructor. If you choose not to participate, please consult your course instructor on other methods to earn course points.
Voluntary Participation:  You do not have to participate in this research.  You can stop your participation at

any time.  You may refuse to participate or choose to discontinue participation at any time without losing any

benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.

You do not have to answer any questions you do not want to answer.  

Alternative:   [Explain any alternatives to participating in the research or they may be no alternatives.] 
[If you are only enrolling adults add below: ]
For this study you must be 18 years of age older to consent to participate in this research study.

Completion and return of the [survey, or participant in the interview/focus group] implies that you have read the information in this form and consent to participate in the research.

Please keep this form for your records or future reference.
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