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BROOKINGS 
ART 
The Last Supper IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Lynnette R. Taylor 
Monday, March 23, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | First 
Lutheran Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Everyone is familiar with DaVinci's iconic work of 
art, "The Last Supper,” but this presentation will 
focus on what you may not know about DaVinci's 
painting, on how other artists have conceived of 
this event, and finally on how DaVinci's painting 
has been adapted by popular culture. Limit: 30 

April Flowers Bring -- Easter! IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Sheri Vaughn 
Wednesday, April 1, 2 to 3 p.m. | Hand Tied Floral 
Need a fresh flower arrangement for Easter? Now 
is your chance! Sheri Vaughn will talk about her 
business as we learn more about the basics of 
flower arranging. Bring your own vase if desired. 
Limit: 15 

Creating Murals and Public Art IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Chuck Bennis 
Monday, April 13, 10 to 11 a.m. | South Dakota 
NewsMedia Association 
Artist Chuck Bennis is a prolific artist of murals and 
public art in South Dakota and the region. Learn 
about his process of creating large scale works of 
art. Limit: 30 

Knitting: Simple Swaddled Doll IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Marcella Remund 
Thursday, April 30, 1 to 3 p.m. | Peace Lutheran 
Church, Brookings 
We will knit a simple, tiny doll. The dolls will be 
collected as part of The Wakanyeja Project to 
honor children who died in Indian boarding 
schools. The class includes information about the 
project and about boarding schools. This is not a 
"learn to knit" class; you should already know basic 
knitting (casting on and off, knit, purl, increase, 
decrease). Limit: 12 

Build a Terrarium IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Robin Buterbaugh 
Thursday, May 14, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. | McCrory 
Gardens 
Learn how to build a terrarium with Robin. She will 
provide the direction, the main ingredients, 
(container, soil, plants, etc.) and you can provide 
the decor if desired! Fairies, special rocks, gems, 
any tiny things you may want to personalize your 
terrarium. Bring your own open or closed container 
if you wish. Limit: 20 

CURRENT EVENTS   
Brookings City Government Tour with the Mayor 
and City Manager IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Paul Briseno, Ope Niemeyer 
Tuesday, March 10, 2 to 3 p.m. | Brookings City 
and County Gov't Center 3rd Fl. Chamber 
Explore how Brookings city government works with 
Mayor Niemeyer and City Manager Briseno. Learn 
about the city manager form of government, the 
role of City Council, the City Charter, strategic 
priorities, and current issues. Engage in Q and A 
and enjoy a quick tour of the Brookings City and 
County Government Center. Limit: 25 

White Collar Crimes- Scams, Fraud, and Crypto IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Mark Leusink 
Wednesday, March 25, 1 to 3 p.m. | GracePoint 
Wesleyan Church 
This course is an introduction into the South 
Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation’s 
approach to white collar crimes. We will cover 
many types of fraud schemes, trends, and 
processes. This will include insurance fraud, fraud 
related to cryptocurrency, and other financial 
exploitations. A case study will be presented and 
time will be allowed for open discussion and 
questions. Limit: 25 
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We Hope SDPB Has Served You Well IN PERSON - 
1 session(s) with Twyla Olson 
Monday, May 4, 2 to 3:30 p.m. | Pheasant 
Restaurant 
Twyla Olson will talk about the health and status of 
South Dakota Public Broadcasting in these 
uncertain times. Bring your questions for Twyla! 
Limit: 30 

Current Status of Law Enforcement in the City of 
Brookings IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Michael J. 
Drake 
Monday, May 18, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | South Dakota 
NewsMedia Association 
This class will focus on learning the current status 
of the City of Brookings Police Department with 
Chief of Police Michael Drake. The Department 
focuses on building a safe, connected, and resilient 
community. The City is growing, and with that 
growth comes new challenges — from traffic safety 
and mental health- related calls to the need for 
proactive community engagement. Limit: 30 

EXPANDING YOUR MIND 
Learn to Play Mah Jongg IN PERSON - 3 session(s) 
with Benda Berseth 
Mondays, March 9 to 23, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. | 
Ascension Lutheran 
Mah Jongg is an ancient Chinese tile game that has 
become very popular in the United States. The 
object is to get 14 tiles that form the correct 
combination that the player has chosen. We will 
learn the basic rules and play the game. Limit: 8 

Fungus Among Us: How Mycelium and 
Mushrooms Shape our World IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Robin Buterbaugh, Cody Molnar 
Thursday, March 12, 1:30 to 3 p.m. | Dakota 
Nature Park 
Discover the role that fungi (mycelium, 
mushrooms, mold, and more!) plays in connecting, 
nourishing, and transforming life here on Earth. 
From nutrient cycling and plant partnerships, to 
healing and harming our bodies, and even creating 
zombies....you'll gain a new appreciation for how 
fungi shape our world. Limit: 30 

Gardening Tips for Increasing Your Harvests by 
Improving Your Soil’s Health IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Mark Washechek 
Thursday, March 12, 10 to 11 a.m. | Dakota Nature 
Park 
We will describe our 40+ years of experience using 
soil health principles in our garden. We will review 
the practices we use including No Till, mulching, 
composting, controlled traffic, cover crops, use of 
fertilizers including manure and more. Also tips of 
how we use all of the vegetables produced in the 
garden. Limit: 30 

Preplanning A Funeral: Questions and Tour IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Andy Zerfas 
Wednesday, March 18, 2 to 3:30 p.m. | Rude’s 
Funeral Home 
Do you have questions about preplanning your (or 
a loved one's) funeral? What about the finances of 
funeral planning? Andy Zerfas and his staff will try 
to take the unease out of this important issue. 
There will also be a tour of their facility. Limit: 30 

Managing Money: A Caregiver's Guide to Finances 
IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Samantha Turnquist 
Wednesday, April 1, 2 to 3 p.m. | First Lutheran 
Church, Brookings, Parlor 
If you or someone you know is facing Alzheimer's 
disease, dementia or another chronic illness, it is 
never too early to put financial plans in place. Join 
us to learn tips for managing someone else's 
finances, how to prepare for future care costs and 
the benefits of early planning. Limit: 30 

Smartphone Photography 101 IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Frank Robertson 
Thursday, April 16, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | Dakota Nature 
Park 
Since most of us carry high quality cameras with us 
all the time (in our phones), we are planning a 
session on photography that ties into mobile 
photography (making and editing photos). Please 
have the Adobe Lightroom app installed on your 
phones. It’s available for both iPhones and Android 
devices. Limit: 30 
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Brookings Pink Ladies IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Cindy Eighmy 
Wednesday, April 22, 1 to 2 p.m. | First Lutheran 
Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Pink Ladies Dart Leagues are women-only dart 
leagues primarily in the U.S. – especially South 
Dakota – that combine playing darts with 
fundraising to support local individuals and families 
battling cancer.  Learn about their fundraising 
methods, historic organization and more. Limit: 30 

On Call with the Prairie Doc: Relationships with 
SDSU and Ghana IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Joanie Holm 
Thursday, April 23, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | South Dakota 
NewsMedia Association 
On Call with the Prairie Doc educates the public on 
medical information. South Dakota State University 
educates students to become medical providers. 
This presentation is designed to enlighten you on 
how the organizations work together with the hope 
of guiding students as they research a medical 
career. Limit: 30 

South Dakota Voices for Peace IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jennifer Dreiske 
Friday, May 1, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | GracePoint 
Wesleyan 
South Dakota Voices for Peace, a local nonprofit, is 
the only free immigration legal services provider in 
South Dakota. Our legal team focuses on 
supporting unaccompanied children and victims of 
abuse who are in immigration legal proceedings 
while our education team provides opportunities 
to learn how to be an ally to our immigrant 
communities. Limit: 30 

Growing to Brewing at Homestead Brewery IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Nancy and Lee 
Anderson 
Wednesday, May 6, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Homestead 
Brewery 
Tour the farm and taste sample beers at 
Homestead Brewery. Everything they grow (hops, 
berries, etc.) goes into their craft beers, blending 
age-old techniques and modern innovation. Come 
dressed for walking around the farm and the 

weather! Meet at 8:30 am to leave by 8:45 at the 
southwest corner of the parking lot of the Dacotah 
Bank Center (not Dacotah Bank on 6th Street) to 
carpool. Limit: 20 

HISTORY 
Olaf and Brita: A Swedish/American Immigrant 
Story IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Rick Lingberg 
Monday, March 2, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | First Lutheran 
Church, Brookings, Parlor 
What’s in a name? Where did it come from? How 
did it get here? By whom? Gnawing questions that 
took veteran storyteller-filmmaker, Rick Lingberg, 
on a 10,000 miles journey from his Clay County, 
South Dakota roots to Sweden and back to find 
some answers about his 19th century immigrant 
great-grandparents, Olaf and Brita Lingberg. He’ll 
be sharing what he discovered. Limit: 30 

The Rich (and Tasty!) Traditions of the Freeman, 
SD Community IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Tim L 
Waltner, Marnette Hoffer 
Tuesday, March 3, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | South Dakota 
NewsMedia Association 
Freeman was established following the 
immigration of the Germans from Russia in the 
1870s. The community has preserved and 
celebrated its rich traditions, with festivals that 
honor the foods and heritage of their ancestors. 
Learn about Schmeckfest, the South Dakota Chislic 
Festival and more from local museum staff. 
Limit: 30 

Women Tamed the Frontier IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Candy Van Dam 
Friday, March 13, 10 to 11 a.m. | First Lutheran 
Church, Brookings, Parlor 
The Homestead Act of 1862 opened up the 
frontier. The spark that became an historical novel 
was this: 12% of homesteaders were women – but 
42% of women homesteaders proved their claims 
while only 37% of men were successful. Candy will 
provide a glimpse at the lives of women 
homesteaders and how they impacted the frontier. 
Limit: 40 
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Investing in Old - Experiences with Restoration of 
Historic Homes IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Chuck Bennis 
Tuesday, May 5, 10 to 11 a.m. | South Dakota 
NewsMedia Association 
Join Chuck as he shares his journey of restoring 
houses while preserving their historic charm. Learn 
how his creativity and budget-friendly design 
choices led to the award-winning restoration of an 
1894 home, which earned the Mayor's Award for 
Excellence in Historical Restoration. Limit: 30 

Touring a Brookings Historical District IN PERSON - 
1 session(s) with Paula Carson 
Tuesday, May 12, 1:30 to 3 p.m. | Brookings Arts 
Council 
Come on a walking tour of a Brookings historical 
district. Join in hearing and sharing historical and 
architectural stories regarding various historical 
buildings within the district. Limit: 15 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Strength for Life! Strength Training for Life, Liberty 
and the Pursuit of Happiness IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Nathan Moe 
Thursday, March 19, 11 a.m to 12 Noon | First 
Lutheran Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Strength training is an important component to 
healthy aging. It does not need to be intimidating. 
It is modifiable for all levels. If you would like to 
add life to your years and maintain independence 
as you age, come learn the importance of strength 
training. Limit: 30 

Mediterranean Cooking IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Tamera Markel 
Thursday, March 26, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. | 
GracePoint Wesleyan Church 
Learn the fundamentals and benefits of the 
Mediterranean Diet. Informational presentation on 
the Mediterranean Diet will be discussed along 
with a cooking demonstration using readily 
available ingredients. Get ready to taste cuisine 
that is both delicious and healthy. 

Samples include an appetizer, main entree with 
side, and dessert option. There is a $15 non- 
refundable fee for this this class. Limit: 30 

More Tai Chi Tuesdays with the 24 Form IN 
PERSON - 4 session(s) with Sandy McFarland 
Tuesdays, April 7 to 28, 11 a.m. to 12 Noon | 5th 
Street Gym 
Enjoy another way to practice Tai Chi with the 24 
Form. Follow the graceful, meditative movements 
with calming music. You do not need to have any 
tai chi background. Works best for individuals able 
to stand on their own. Wear comfortable clothes 
and flexible footwear (can go barefoot). Bring your 
own water. Limit: 25 

The Art of Listening IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Shelly Bayer, E. Janet Johnson 
Thursday, April 23, 2 to 3:30 p.m. | Peace Lutheran 
Church, Brookings 
Listening is our most used—and least practiced— 
communication skill. Join Dr. Shelly Bayer and Dr. E. 
Janet Johnson for an engaging session that 
uncovers what gets in the way of truly hearing 
others, reveals powerful listening strategies, and 
helps you build stronger, more authentic 
connections. Limit: 30 

LITERATURE 
Book Discussion: The Correspondent IN PERSON - 
1 session(s) with Janet Brubakken 
Tuesday, March 10, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | First 
Lutheran Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Join your friends to discuss the book "The 
Correspondent" by Virginia Evans. In a world where 
letter-writing has become a lost art, learn about 
Sybil Van Antwerp whose story is told entirely 
through correspondence. Delving into themes of 
grief, forgiveness and the power of literature, Sybil 
writes letters as a retired, sharp-minded attorney 
who lives as a recluse. Limit: 20 
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Banned Books Update IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Nancy Swenson 
Tuesday, April 21, 2 to 3 p.m. | TBA Brookings 
In this session, Nancy Swenson, Librarian at the 
Brookings Public Library and Chair of the South 
Dakota Library Association Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, will cover the history of book banning 
and censorship in the United States, the current 
state, and ways to be an advocate for intellectual 
freedom. Limit: 30 

Writing an Obituary IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Marcella Remund 
Thursday, April 30, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Brookings 
Learn about the basics of writing an obituary for 
yourself or for someone else. Writing an obituary 
can seem daunting, but it doesn't have to be hard 
or intimidating if you gather some biographical 
information and follow the basic outline we'll 
discuss. We'll look at examples and try writing a 
first draft of our own obituaries. Limit: 18 

SOCIAL 
Dinner at the Toronto Cafe IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Dianne Hawks 
Wednesday, March 11, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. | Toronto 
Café, Toronto, SD 
Join your OLLI friends for dinner in the thriving city 
of Toronto, SD. Participants will pay for their own 
food and drinks. Some of these small town 
establishments are the best! Please meet in the 
southwest corner of the Dacotah Bank Center (not 
Dacotah Bank!) at 5 p.m. if you wish to carpool. 
Limit: 12 

Spare Time with OLLI: A Bowling Social IN PERSON 
- 1 session(s) with Dianne Hawks 
Monday, March 16, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | The Lanes 
Enjoy the fun of bowling with your OLLI friends. 
And get some exercise too! Bring a friend - or 
friends - and introduce them to all the fun we have 
at our OLLI get-togethers. Participants will pay for 
their own bowling and snacks. Bring your BHS Band 
card to receive a free lane of bowling! Limit: 20 

Murdered to Death, Olde Towne Dinner Theater 
IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Dianne Hawks 
Friday, May 8, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. | Olde Towne 
Theatre 
Hilarious murder mystery spoof set in a country 
manor house in the 1930's with an assembled cast 
of characters guaranteed to delight. Tickets will be 
purchased April 13th at $60 each which includes 
dinner and performance. Meet at the southwest 
corner of the Dacotah Bank Center Parking lot - not 
Dacotah Bank - at 5 p.m. to carpool. Limit: 20 

Brunch at Tropical Smoothie IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Dianne Hawks 
Wednesday, May 27, 10 to 11:30 AM | Tropical 
Smoothie 
Enjoy a Breakfast Brunch at Tropical Smoothie! 
Many of us have enjoyed smoothies but have you 
tried their breakfast items? Check their menu 
online and join your OLLI friends as we try this 
delicious newer establishment in Brookings. Dress 
for the weather, we may go to Hillcrest Park to eat. 
Limit: 12 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
The Science of Baking IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Doug Raynie, Sandy McFarland 
Thursday, April 2, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | GracePoint 
Wesleyan Church 
While cooking is an art, baking is a science. How 
can the same ingredients (flour, sugar, salt, fats, 
eggs, leavening agents, and water) be combined to 
form breads, cakes, cookies, and other goodies? In 
this course, we will look at the science of baking at 
a fundamental level relevant to home bakers. 
Limit: 28 

Genetic Tests in Cats and Dogs: What it Can Mean 
For Your Pet IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Rebecca 
Connors 
Wednesday, April 8, 1:30 to 3 p.m. | Peace 
Lutheran Church, Brookings 
Genetic testing in veterinary medicine is becoming 
more and more common. In this class, we will 
discuss the various testing options and how they 
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can be used as part of a total health plan for your 
cat or dog. Limit: 30 

South Dakota Mesonet: The State's Weather 
Station Network IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Nathan Edwards 
Tuesday, May 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12 Noon | SDSU 
Raven Precision Ag Center, Room 176 
This class will cover the South Dakota Mesonet, the 
statewide weather network operated by SDSU. 
Topics will include: sensors and other station 
equipment, the Mesonet's website, how the data is 
used, other data (soil, solar, temperature profiles, 
etc.). There will be time for discussion. Weather 
permitting, an optional tour of a Mesonet weather 
station will follow. Limit: 30 

TOURS AND TRAVEL 
First Class Travel with First Bank & Trust IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Becky Schmeling 
Thursday, March 5, 1 to 2 p.m. | First Bank and 
Trust - Brookings 
An overview of group travel for seniors, 
highlighting why it’s such a safe, social, and stress-
free way to explore new places. As a bank travel 
director, Becky plans and escorts trips for our First 
Class Club, coordinating reservations to on-the-
road support to ensure our travelers feel confident 
and cared for. She’ll also cover the wide variety of 
travel options available. Limit: 30 

Provincial French Countryside IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Venance Lengkeek 
Monday, March 9, 12 Noon to 1 p.m. | First 
Lutheran Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Venance will discuss a trip to France in April of 
2025, including Toulouse, the Cave Paintings of 
Lascaux, the beaches of Normandy and ending with 
Paris. Discussion will include a PowerPoint 
presentation featuring original paintings by 
Toulouse-Lautrec, Monet and Rodin. Limit: 30 

Life on the Mississippi IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Prudence DeBates 
Tuesday, March 17, 10 to 11 a.m. | First Lutheran 
Church, Brookings, Parlor 
Journey down the Mississippi during the 1800's era 
of flatboats and experience the same journey today 
with author Rinker Buck (Life on the Mississippi: An 
Epic American Odyssey). Learn about the history of 
Ohio and Mississippi river travel and the perils then 
and now. May read the book but not necessary. 
Limit: 30 

Ancient Greece Adventure IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Tim Campbell, Monica Campbell 
Thursday, April 9, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. | GracePoint 
Wesleyan Church 
An opportunity to share experiences at Acropolis, 
the Temple of Zeus, the Monastiraki Flea Market 
and the city of Athens. Tim and Monica will share 
their visit to Santorini and its amazing food, wine, 
sunsets and beaches. Limit: 30 

Behind the Scenes Tour of the Dacotah Bank 
Center IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Ashley Biggar, 
Hannah Bortnem 
Thursday, May 14, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | Dacotah 
Bank Center 
Does the Dacotah Bank Center have a Green 
Room? How do they get all the dirt installed for the 
Rodeo each year? How do they serve all those 
hundreds of meals in less than 30 minutes? Ever 
wondered? Join us as we get a walking tour of the 
areas behind the scenes of the Dacotah Bank 
Center. Limit: 20 

Veterinary Medicine at SDSU IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Dr. Lisa Lunn 
Wednesday, May 20, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | SDSU 
Campus 
Join us for an engaging visit to the SDSU 
Professional Program in Veterinary Medicine. Enjoy 
a brief lecture on our innovative veterinary 
curriculum and student experience, followed by a 
guided tour of our state-of-the-art facilities. 
Discover how the next generation of veterinary 
professionals are shaping the next generation of 
veterinary professionals. Limit: 35 





P a g e  | 10 

homicide case from the initial call to the final 
conviction. Participants will examine key evidence, 
interview strategies, red flags, and investigative 
decisions that proved critical in building a solid 
case. Limit: 100 

EXPANDING YOUR MIND 
Mindfulness: Finding Joy and Peace Wherever You 
Are IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Teresa Peters 
Buell 
Tuesday, April 14, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Village Coop 
Discovering what mindfulness meditation is – 
paying attention to each moment with curiosity, 
nonjudgment, and acceptance. Learning the daily 
and lifelong benefits of meditation. Exploring 
meditation through didactic and experiential 
instruction. Inviting each participant to experience 
the present moment where, love, compassion, and 
creativity abound. Come with your curiosity! Limit: 
25 

South Dakota Voices for Peace IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jennifer Dreiske 
Friday, April 17, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
South Dakota Voices for Peace, a local nonprofit, is 
the only free immigration legal services provider in 
South Dakota. Our legal team focuses on 
supporting unaccompanied children and victims of 
abuse who are in immigration legal proceedings 
while our education team provides opportunities 
to learn how to be an ally to our immigrant 
communities. Limit: 40 

Sitcoms and Self Discovery: Understanding How 
We Learn IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with John 
Solberg 
Thursday, April 30, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
This class will utilize a variety of fun media clips and 
the television show “Cheers” to explore and better 
understand the concept of learning. The class will 
also utilize a variety of self-surveys, hands-on 
activities, lecture, and discussion to analyze and 
better understand learning. Learning can be fun 
and this class will be fun! Limit: 38 

Hookbills and Heartbeats: Life with Parrots IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Michele Ensz 
Wednesday, May 6, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
Meet some of the most colorful and charismatic 
creatures on the planet - parrots! In this lively 
session, we'll talk about the fascinating world of 
parrots, including how each bird came into our 
lives, what they eat, and what it really takes to care 
for them. Parrots, also known as "hookbills" for 
their curved beaks, are tropical birds known for 
their intelligence, long lifespans, and ability to 
mimic human speech. We'll discuss their unique 
personalities, daily routines and expenses involved 
in keeping these feathered companions happy and 
healthy. Limit: 35 

Movie Magic: True Grit IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Betsy Simons 
Monday, May 18, 1 to 3 p.m. | Parkwood 
Movies are a part of our lives and the class will 
watch True Grit (2010) with Jeff Bridges and Matt 
Damon. The class will not only learn about movie 
making and how to critically watch a movie, but 
also be completely entertained. Limit: 15 

SculptureWalk - Past and Future IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jim Mathis 
Tuesday, May 19, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
A look at the SculptureWalk, and brief history of 
SculptureWalk and its 24-year history. We'll discuss 
the current installation, the selection process and 
show slides of many of the selections. Limit: 40 

Wonderful World of Warblers IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Karel Vander Lugt 
Wednesday, May 27, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. | USD - 
Sioux Falls, 108 
Warblers are among the most colorful of song birds 
but also among the most difficult to photograph. 
Many of the 40 or so types of warblers in the U.S. 
will be discussed, along with their interesting life 
cycle and migration patterns. Limit: 35 
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HISTORY 
Sponsored by OLLI Member, Rick Bandy 

Women Tamed the Frontier IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Candy Van Dam 
Wednesday, March 4, 10 to 11 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
The Homestead Act of 1862 opened up the 
frontier. The spark that became an historical novel 
was this: 12% of homesteaders were women – but 
42% of women homesteaders proved their claims 
while only 37% of men were successful. Candy will 
provide a glimpse at the lives of women 
homesteaders and how they impacted the frontier. 
Limit: 40 

The Declaration of Independence and the 21st 
Century IN PERSON - 3 session(s) with Michael 
Mullin 
Tuesday, March 10 to 24, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | USD - 
Sioux Falls, 245 
What does the Declaration of Independence mean 
for America in the 21st Century? Does the 
Declaration have any meaning outside the U.S. 
today? This class explores the continued 
importance of the meaning of the Declaration of 
Independence in a period of divisiveness. This set 
of presentations is part of the America 250 
program on the Declaration of Independence. 
Limit: 80 

St. Patrick's Day: The Making of An Iconic Holiday 
IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Jay Perry 
Wednesday, March 11, 10 to 11 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
On March 17th everyone is Irish! Irish immigrants 
brought Saint Patrick’s Day to America who in turn 
shaped the holiday into something entirely new. 
Come learn the history behind this celebration to 
include green beer, parades and the unlikely 
transformation into an essential part of American 
culture. Limit: 40 

Olaf and Brita: A Swedish/American Immigrant 
Story IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Rick Lingberg 
Friday, March 20, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Trail Ridge 
Senior Living Community 
What’s in a name? Where did it come from? How 
did it get here? By whom? Gnawing questions that 
took veteran storyteller-filmmaker, Rick Lingberg, 
on a 10,000 miles journey from his Clay County, 
South Dakota roots to Sweden and back to find 
some answers about his 19th century immigrant 
great-grandparents, Olaf and Brita Lingberg. He’ll 
be sharing what he discovered. Limit: 40 

German Invasion of Norway 1940 IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Bill Hoskins 
Wednesday, April 8, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Irene Hall 
Museum Resource Center 
On April 9, 1940 Germany Invaded the neutral 
country of Norway. It was a campaign of firsts (first 
time in WWII British forces fought Germans, first 
use of airborne) which would impact the course of 
the war. Class will be brief overview of the 
campaign and it's impact. Limit: 50 

History is All Around Us - Part II IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Kevin Gansz 
Tuesday, April 21, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
Everything has a story and the history of our area is 
indeed, all around us. This class will look at sites 
from around the Sioux Falls and Minnehaha County 
area that have a past worth exploring that we can 
still enjoy today. You do not need to have taken 
Part I to enjoy this class. Limit: 40 

Architectural Styles in South Dakota, 1860s-1970s 
IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Liz Almlie 
Thursday, May 7, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
108 The architecture of South Dakota 
neighborhoods and main streets is both our local 
story and a tie to national and international trends. 
This presentation will take participants 
chronologically through the architectural trends 
that have shaped South Dakota using historic 
examples from across the state and identifying 
typical features of each style. Limit: 45 
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Investing in Old - Experiences with Restoration of 
Historic Homes IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Chuck Bennis 
Thursday, May 7, 10 to 11 a.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
108 
Join Chuck as he shares his journey of restoring 
houses while preserving their historic charm. Learn 
how his creativity and budget-friendly design 
choices led to the award-winning restoration of an 
1894 home, which earned the Mayor's Award for 
Excellence in Historical Restoration. Limit: 40 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Kris Ponto 
Friday, March 13, 10 to 11 a.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
108 
Alzheimer's is not normal aging. Join us to learn 
about the impact of Alzheimer's, the difference 
between Alzheimer's and dementia, Alzheimer's 
Disease stages and risk factors, current research 
and treatments available to address some 
symptoms and Alzheimer's Association resources. 
Limit: 43 

Joints in Motion: Low Impact Water Aerobics IN 
PERSON - 4 session(s) with Kathie Tuntland 
Tuesday and Thursday, April 7 to 16, 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
| Touchmark Senior Living Community 
This is a basic beginners water aerobics class. If you 
want to learn general techniques and movements 
to improve joint pain and stiffness, water therapy 
or low impact aerobics is for you. Increase your 
range of motion, balance and flexibility by working 
out in the warm water. Learn to walk in water, 
improve your posture, and improve cardiovascular 
health. Limit: 10 

Responding to Dementia-Related Behaviors IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Courtney Middendorff 
Thursday, April 23, 1 to 2 p.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
108 
This class offers helpful ways to approach the 
responsibilities of caring for someone living with 
dementia using a person-centered approach and 
details common behavior changes and how they 

are a form of communication, non-medical 
approaches to behaviors and recognizing when 
additional help is needed. Limit: 35 

Fixing a Broken Heart: How Implantable Devices 
Treat Heart Disease IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
John Hay 
Wednesday, April 29, 1 to 2 p.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
Given that the prevalence of heart disease in the 
U.S. is 14.3% of adults aged 65–74, and 24.2% of 
adults aged > 75, chances are you know someone 
with heart disease. You may have heard of "stents" 
and "TAVR,” what are those? This course will cover 
implantable device therapies for structural heart 
disease to address "broken hearts". Limit: 20 

Tai Chi for Beginners IN PERSON - 4 session(s) with 
Lijuan Feng 
Thursday, May 7 to 28, 1 to 2 p.m. | Parkwood 
A tai chi practice involves slow, flowing 
movement—and with that comes a host of health 
benefits, including better balance, mobility, and 
coordination. Some of the participants in these 
classes reported their blood pressure and blood 
glucose levels were changed positively. No special 
skills are required. Limit: 15 

LITERATURE 
Lection - March IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Monica Draeger 
Tuesday, March 10, 3 to 4 p.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
208 
Lection is an exercise in sharing a love of reading. 
Each participant will bring the reading material of 
their choice. The title, author and genre are not to 
be shared with the group before or during the 
readings. Participants will read a brief excerpt (2 
min 37 seconds) aloud to the group. After all 
readers have finished discussion of the 
contributions will commence. Participants must 
bring their own reading selection. Can be any 
genre, excluding pornographic materials. Limit: 12 
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Writing Your Life Story IN PERSON - 4 session(s) 
with Sharon DeVaney 
Monday, March 16, 30, April 13, 27, 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
| Inn on Westport, Family Dining Room 
We will meet four times during the term with two 
weeks between meetings. Each meeting will have a 
different topic such as family, life's work or career, 
unexpected events, and favorite activities. 
Members are encouraged to write two pages or 
less to be read at the next meeting. Limit: 10 

Poetry Puzzler Workshop IN PERSON - 2 session(s) 
with Xavier Pastrano 
Thursday, March 19 and 26, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. | 
USD - Sioux Falls, 108 
In this workshop, writers will explore the concepts 
of strategy and word choice through the use of 
“blind lines” (lines from famous songs). Using only 
the words in the song lyrics, writers will craft 
original poems, creating new art from preexisting 
art. Limit: 25 

Greater Minnesota: Exploring the Land of Sky Blue 
Waters IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Patrick Hicks 
Wednesday, April 8, 4 to 5:30 p.m. | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
Patrick Hicks's latest book, Greater Minnesota, has 
been called a wise, witty, and affectionate journey 
to every corner of the North Star State. Half 
travelogue, half history, and fully delightful in its 
exploration of new places, this book follows Hicks 
as he ventures to the North Shore, the Iron Range, 
the Southwest, and Up North in the dead of winter. 
Limit: 40 

Lection - April IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Monica Draeger 
Tuesday, April 14, 3 to 4 p.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
208 
Each participant will bring the reading material of 
their choice. The title, author and genre are not to 
be shared with the group before or during the 
readings. Participants will read a brief excerpt (2 
min 37 seconds) aloud to the group. After all 
readers have finished discussion of the 
contributions commences. Participants bring their 

own reading selection. Can be any genre, excluding 
pornographic materials. Limit: 12 

Book Discussion: The Miracles Among Us IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Sharon DeVaney 
Monday, April 20, 1 to 2 p.m. | Inn on Westport, 
Chapel 
Suggested Book:The Miracles Among Us by Dr. 
Marc Siegel. Dr. Marc Siegel is a Professor of 
Medicine at NYU Langone Health and a Fox News 
Senior Medical Analyst. The stories are from 
patients who have experienced remarkable 
recoveries. Dr Siegel explains it as the intersection 
between faith and medicine. Limit: 12 

Writing Haiku: Painting with Words IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Marcella Remund 
Tuesday, April 28, 10 a.m. to 12 noon | USD - Sioux 
Falls, 108 
We'll learn about the traditional Japanese HAIKU 
poetry form, learn about the rules of writing in this 
deceptively "simple" form, and we'll find out how it 
can be a literary expression as beautiful as any 
painting. Then we'll practice writing haiku of our 
own. No writing experience needed! Limit: 18 

Lection - May IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Monica Draeger 
Tuesday, May 12, 3 to 4 p.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
208 
Each participant will bring the reading material of 
their choice. The title, author and genre are not to 
be shared with the group before or during the 
readings. Participants will read a brief excerpt (2 
min 37 seconds) aloud to the group. After all 
readers have finished discussion of the 
contributions commences. Participants bring their 
own reading selection. Can be any genre, excluding 
pornographic materials. Limit: 12 
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SOCIAL 
OLLI Lunch Group - ABCs of Eating in Sioux Falls IN 
PERSON - 6 session(s) with Mary Enright, Suzanne 
Fuller, Nancy Adair, Paul Godtland 
Wednesday, March 11 to April 15, 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. | Various Locations 
The OLLI Lunch Group explores a variety of lunch 
spots around Sioux Falls. This semester  visit 
Azteca, Blarney Stone, Carino's, Dynasty Chinese 
and Vietnamese, Everest Indian Cuisine, and Grille 
26. Ther group leader will email with organizational 
details including the order you'll visit each of these 
restaurants. Participants pay for their own meal. 
Limit: 56 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
POET: Biofuels - Past, Present and Potential IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Doug Berven 
Tuesday, March 3, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | POET 
We will discuss the history of POET and the ag 
industry and discuss the opportunity for global 
agriculture to meet human needs. Limit: 50 

AI Deep Dive: Machine Learning and the Cell IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Benjamin Benson 
Tuesday, March 17, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | Sanford 
Research 
Join the PROMISE team at Sanford Research to 
explore how artificial intelligence is shaping 
modern research. Gain insights into real-world 
applications and learn from a specific example of AI 
and machine learning used in daily scientific work. 
Limit: 24 

Conserving Endangered Species IN PERSON - 2 
session(s) with Leigh Spencer 
Thursday, April 9 to 16, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | USD - 
Sioux Falls, 108 
Explore the many ways the Sioux Falls Zoo and 
Aquarium is working to save wild species and 
habitats. Leigh will discuss how SFZA participates in 
conservation through breeding endangered 
animals, collaborating with zoos across the 
country, and supporting field work in South Dakota 
and beyond. Limit: 35 

Gardening for Climate Change IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Sue Nipe 
Tuesday, May 19, 1 to 3 p.m. | Nipe Home 
Is climate change real? How to identify it. How can 
one person help reverse it? Farms vs. town/city lot. 
Grass vs. native drought tolerant perennials. 
Attracting pollinators and songbirds. Growing your 
own food - large garden, small raised beds, 
containers. Use of chemicals. Knowing how the city 
is helping homeowners with boulevard ordinance 
changes. Limit: 20 

TOURS AND TRAVEL 
Life on the Mississippi IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Prudence DeBates 
Monday, March 9, 10 to 11 a.m. | USD - Sioux Falls, 
108 
Journey down the Mississippi during the 1800's era 
of flatboats and experience the same journey today 
with author Rinker Buck (Life on the Mississippi: An 
Epic American Odyssey). Learn about the history of 
Ohio and Mississippi river travel and the perils then 
and now. May read the book but not necessary. 
Limit: 40 

Tour of Career and Technical Academy (CTE) - 1 
session(s) with Don Ryswyk 
Monday, March 9, 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. | CTE 
Academy, Door A 
This state-of-the-art Academy offers courses from 
introductory level to highly advanced. The CTE 
Academy serves students of all learning abilities 
desiring industry specific experiences in one of our 
many career clusters. From Academy of Finance, to 
Health Science, to Culinary Arts, Aviation, 
Construction, Auto, Welding and more – CTE 
Academy is a cutting edge stop on a student’s 
journey. Limit: 20 

Feeding South Dakota Tour A IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jennifer Stensaas 
Monday, March 16, 10 to 11 a.m. | Feeding South 
Dakota 
Take a behind-the-scenes tour of Feeding South 
Dakota and see how we’ve spent 50 years fighting 
hunger across the state. Learn about food 
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insecurity, explore our programs and volunteer 
opportunities, and discover our long-term vision to 
create a hunger-free South Dakota for the next 50 
years and beyond. Closed toe and heel shoes are 
required for this opportunity. Limit: 15 

Feeding South Dakota Tour B IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jennifer Stensaas 
Monday, April 13, 10 to 11 a.m. | Feeding South 
Dakota 
Closed-toe shoes required for facility tour; safety 
vests and goggles provided. Take a behind-the-
scenes tour of Feeding South Dakota and see how 
we’ve spent 50 years fighting hunger across the 
state. Learn about food insecurity, explore our 
programs and volunteer opportunities, and 
discover our long-term vision to create a hunger-
free South Dakota for the next 50 years and 
beyond. Limit: 15 

Behind the Blue Bin: What Really Happens to Your 
Recycling in Sioux Falls A IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Misty McBeth 
Wednesday, April 15, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | 
Millennium Recycling 
Closed-toe and heel shoes required for facility tour; 
safety vests and goggles provided. Go behind the 
scenes to see what really happens to your 
recyclables after pickup. Learn how recycling works 
in Sioux Falls, what to recycle (and what not to), 
and why it matters for our local economy and 
environment. Includes a guided, walking facility 
tour and Q and A with Millennium Recycling’s 
education team Limit: 20 

St. Francis House: Past, Present and Future IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Andy Wingert 
Thursday, April 16, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | St. Francis 
House 
Explore the St. Francis House in this guided tour 
and discussion, delving into its history and role as a 
transitional housing facility in Sioux Falls. Gain 
insight into the services provided, the challenges 
faced by guests, and the support strategies that 
help individuals on their journey from 
homelessness to independence. Limit: 25 

USD Discovery District Update and Tour IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Ryan Oines 
Friday, April 24, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. | USD 
Discovery District 
The USD Discovery District is a resource to help 
bioscience and life science companies grow in 
South Dakota and connect universities with 
innovation-driven businesses. This class will be an 
update and tour of the Sioux Falls campus. 
Limit: 100 

Behind the Blue Bin: What Really Happens to Your 
Recycling in Sioux Falls B IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Misty McBeth 
Wednesday, April 29, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | Millennium 
Recycling 
Closed-toe and heel shoes required for facility tour; 
safety vests and goggles provided. Go behind the 
scenes to see what really happens to your 
recyclables after pickup. Learn how recycling works 
in Sioux Falls, what to recycle (and what not to), 
and why it matters for our local economy and 
environment. Includes a guided, walking facility 
tour and Q and A with Millennium Recycling’s 
education team Limit: 20 

Tour of Aerostar Manufacturing Facilities IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Russell Van Der Werff, 
Mike Zacher 
Wednesday, April 29, 11 a.m. to 12 Noon | 
Aerostar Manufacturing 
Tour of Aerostar manufacturing facilities in Sioux 
Falls and history of the company which was part of 
Raven Industries and has been headquartered in 
Sioux Falls for 70 years. Opportunity to observe the 
manufacture of Aerostar products including high 
altitude balloons, radar systems, and protective 
wear. Limit: 28 

Washington Pavilion Behind the Scenes Tour IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Pavilion Staff 
Monday, May 4, 1:30 to 3 p.m. | Washington 
Pavilion 
If a beverage or ice cream is purchased, please note 
we are a cashless facility. OLLI’s visit will feature a 
historical presentation highlighting the building’s 
transformation into the region’s premier 
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the investigation has evolved over time. This 
session offers a straightforward overview of why 
the case remains open and what continues to 
shape the work of investigators today. Limit: 100 

Government - Why Should I Care? IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Gary A Sokolow 
Tuesday, April 28, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
This course will help students understand the 
basics of how government works and why it is 
useful to have a better understanding of it. We'll 
engage in lots of Q & A, and perhaps some real-life 
experiences. Limit: 25 

The Need for Increased Fire Safety in the 
Community IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Matt 
Callahan 
Tuesday, May 5, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Vermillion Fire 
EMS Department 
Fire safety in today’s world is more important than 
ever. With the increase in modern day flammables, 
items burn much faster and hotter than ever. 
Lithium-Ion batteries have added a whole new 
objective to fire safety. We will discuss fire safety, 
how it came about, a few significant fires in history 
and what we can do to make things safer. Limit: 40 

EXPANDING YOUR MIND 

Sourdough for Beginners: From Starter to Loaf IN 
PERSON - 3 session(s) with Patty Lase 
Tuesday, March 10 to 24, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | TBA 
Vermillion 
Discover the magic of wild yeast and fermentation 
as you create your own rustic sourdough loaf from 
scratch. This beginner-friendly class walks you 
through every step — from caring for a live starter 
to mixing, shaping, and baking beautiful bread at 
home. Limit: 10 

Bigfoot and Friends: Cryptozoology IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jim Henning 
Thursday, March 12, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. | 
Vermillion Public Library, Kozak Room 

This class will offer a brief history of the study of 
hidden animals. We will also take a look at a few of 
the more well known cryptids of the world such as 
Chupacabra and Bigfoot. Limit: 30 

Pi and Pie Party IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Holly 
Straub 
Saturday, March 14, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
Let's Celebrate Pi Day! Come join the fun. Pie 
eaters, math and science nerds, music aficionados 
(American Pie, of course), curious curmudgeons, 
pie-rates, and all others are welcome. We won't 
throw a pie in your face, but we will serve pie, 
along with some other Pi-related activities. 
Limit: 20 

Q and A with a Lawyer IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Craig Thompson 
Tuesday, April 7, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Small Conf Rm 
Question and Answer session on various legal 
topics. It will be an interactive session. Most areas 
of the law are potential subjects, but bankruptcy, 
patents and trademarks may be omitted. Limit: 20 

South Dakota Voices for Peace IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Jennifer Dreiske 
Friday, April 10, 1 to 2:30 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
South Dakota Voices for Peace, a local nonprofit, is 
the only free immigration legal services provider in 
South Dakota. Our legal team focuses on 
supporting unaccompanied children and victims of 
abuse who are in immigration legal proceedings 
while our education team provides opportunities 
to learn how to be an ally to our immigrant 
communities. Limit: 50 

The Romantic Movies of Ryan Gosling IN PERSON - 
3 session(s) with Susan Santo 
Monday, April 13 to 27, 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon | 
Vermillion Public Library, Small Conf Rm 
Ryan Gosling is one of Hollywood’s most 
captivating actors. In this class, we’ll watch and 
discuss three of his memorable romantic films: La 
La Land, the Oscar-nominated musical that earned 
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Gosling a Golden Globe and Emma Stone an Oscar; 
Crazy, Stupid, Love, a sharp and hilarious romantic 
comedy with Steve Carell and Stone; and The 
Notebook, the film that cemented Gosling’s status 
as a modern heartthrob. Limit: 15 

The Alchemy of Meaningful Conversation IN 
PERSON - 3 session(s) with Shirley J. Hobbs 
Monday, April 13 to 27, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | 
Vermillion Public Library, Kozak Room 
We all know that meaningful conversation is an 
important aspect of our lives, and yet many of us 
find ourselves in idle conversation, avoiding the 
meaningful. We will explore ways to begin and 
participate in conversations you choose and that 
benefit you and your community. Limit: 30 

Loteria en la Biblioteca IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Shelly Fessler 
Tuesday, May 5, 5 to 6:30 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with a round of Loteria - 
Mexico's colorful version of bingo! Enjoy prizes, 
light snacks, and community fun. Limit: 30 

Beginner Composting and Creating Community 
Participation in Composting and Gardening IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Stephanie Nefas 
Thursday, May 7, 10 to 11 a.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
This course will describe the process of making a 
small scale compost pile, review different options, 
and discuss common problems/solutions. Then we 
will go over framework for cooperative composting 
efforts and how that can fit into community garden 
programs before highlighting local Vermillion SD 
programs. Limit: 40 

HISTORY 
Olaf and Brita: A Swedish/American Immigrant 
Story IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Rick Lingberg 
Monday, March 23, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
What’s in a name? Where did it come from? How 
did it get here? By whom? Gnawing questions that 
took veteran storyteller-filmmaker, Rick Lingberg, 

on a 10,000 miles journey from his Clay County, 
South Dakota roots to Sweden and back to find 
some answers about his 19th century immigrant 
great-grandparents, Olaf and Brita Lingberg. He’ll 
be sharing what he discovered. Limit: 40 

Dances with Welk: The Lawrence Welk Show and 
the Music of the Great Plains IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Anna Van Kley 
Tuesday, March 24, 11 a.m. to 12 Noon | National 
Music Museum 
Do you have fond memories of the Lawrence Welk 
show? Join us for a session exploring the history of 
prairie musicians Lawrence Welk and Myron Floren 
throughout their careers! We will talk about their 
rise to fame, their travels, and how they represent 
musicians on the Great Plains. We would also love 
to hear your memories of the show! Limit: 25 

Of Thee I Sing: 250 Years of American Heritage 
and Patriotism in Music IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Anna Van Kley 
Tuesday, April 14, 11 a.m. to 12 Noon | National 
Music Museum 
Join us for a tour of the NMM's newest special 
exhibition, "Of Thee I Sing," which celebrates 
America's 250th anniversary through an 
exploration of diverse folk traditions of American 
people since the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence! Limit: 20 

Vertigo and Vestibular Issues: What Helps? IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Gerad Robertson 
Tuesday, March 10, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
Have you or a family member ever suffered with 
vertigo or other type of dizziness and didn't know 
what to do about it? This course will go over some 
of the most common types of vertigo and other 
types of dizziness issues and how they can 
successfully be treated by your local PT or medical 
provider. Limit: 30 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Lunch and Learn: Healthy Living for Your Brain and 
Body IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Ranelle Nissen, 
Allison Naber 
Monday, March 16, 12 Noon to 1 p.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
For centuries, it has been understood that the 
health of the brain and the body are 
interconnected. This program explores research on 
diet and nutrition, exercise, cognitive activity, and 
social engagement. Participants will use hands-on 
tools to incorporate these insights into a 
personalized plan for healthy aging. Limit: 30 

Communicating Effectively with a Person Living 
with Dementia IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Ranelle Nissen, Allison Naber 
Thursday, March 19, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
This program is for caregivers who want to learn 
how to communicate well with a person living with 
dementia. This class teaches how dementia affects 
communication, including tips for communicating 
well with family, friends and healthcare 
professionals. Limit: 40 

Eat Well, Smile Strong: The Nutrition–Oral Health 
Connection IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Carissa 
Regenerus 
Thursday, April 2, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
Explore how nutrition, oral health, and overall 
wellness are deeply connected—especially as we 
age. Learn practical tips to protect your smile, 
support systemic health, and enjoy lifelong vitality. 
No field trips or special skills required—just 
curiosity and a commitment to healthy living. 
Limit: 35 

Lunch and Learn: Hiding in Plain Sight: How 
Psychology Influences the Things We Use Every 
Day IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Doug Peterson 
Wednesday, May 6, 12 Noon to 1 p.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
From automobiles to smart phones, everyday items 
look and feel the way they do because of the 

psychology behind human behavior. Why are stop 
signs red? The answer has to do with psychology. 
We will explore the history and present state of 
how the world has been designed and adapted to 
account for human capabilities and limitations. 
Limit: 30 

LITERATURE 
Book Tasting: Celebrating Women Authors IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Shelly Fessler 
Wednesday, March 11, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
Join us for coffee and dessert as we sample a 
variety of books written by talented women 
authors-past and present. From powerful voices in 
fiction to inspiring memoirs and thought-provoking 
nonfiction, discover your next great read while 
enjoying a relaxed, cafe-style atmosphere. 
Limit: 30 

Short Stories It Is! IN PERSON - 4 session(s) with 
Betsy Simons 
Wednesday, April 1 to 22, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | 
Vermillion Public Library, Small Conf Rm 
Short stories are a great reading experience as they 
provide great plots, characters, and emotional 
involvement. The class will read many classic and 
modern masterpieces and discuss the authors' 
characters, themes, and overall storylines and what 
makes each story such a great experience. Authors 
featured will be O. Henry, Poe, Twain, Kafka,Irving 
and many more. Limit: 20 

The Light Eaters: How the Unseen World of Plant 
Intelligence Offers a New Understanding of Life on 
Earth, by Zoe Schlanger - 1 session(s) with Holly 
Straub 
Monday, April 20, 7 to 8:30 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
The Light Eaters, by Zoe Schlanger. Join us on Earth 
Day for a book discussion on the New York Times 
Bestseller: The Light Eaters, by Zoe Schlanger. 
Copies of the book will be available at the 
Vermillion Public Library on March 1st. Limit: 30 
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Writing Haiku: Painting with Words IN PERSON - 1 
session(s) with Marcella Remund 
Friday, May 8, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak 
We'll learn about the traditional Japanese HAIKU 
poetry form. We'll learn about the rules of writing 
in this deceptively "simple" form, and we'll find out 
how it can be a literary expression as beautiful as 
any painting. Then we'll practice writing haiku of 
our own. No previous writing experience needed! 
Limit: 18 

Writing an Obituary IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Marcella Remund 
Tuesday, May 12, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
Learn about the basics of writing an obituary for 
yourself or for someone else. Writing an obituary 
can seem daunting, but it doesn't have to be hard 
or intimidating if you gather some biographical 
information and follow the basic outline we'll 
discuss. We'll look at examples and try writing a 
first draft of our own obituaries. Limit: 18 

Shared Roots, Shared Read: Author Visit IN 
PERSON - 1 session(s) with Brad Tennant 
Thursday, May 21, 6 to 7:30 p.m. | Vermillion 
Public Library, Kozak Room 
Join the Vermillion Public Library for "Shared Roots, 
Shared Read.” Our goal is to strengthen community 
bonds through the shared experience of reading 
"On This Day in South Dakota History.” Discover 
365 days of history, from WWII Flying aces to 
honeybees and infamous bank robbers. In May, 
author, Brad Tennant, will join us for a book 
discussion. Limit: 100 

SOCIAL 
Let's Eat! IN PERSON - 4 session(s) with Betsy 
Simons 
Monday, April 20 to May 11, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. | 
Various Locations 
Who doesn't like to have lunch with friends? The 
class will eat and socialize at four different 
locations: Pizza Ranch, Fayuca, Flatlanders in 

Gayville, and Castle Bar in Newcastle. Let's have 
fun! Limit: 20 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY   
The Stars: Near and Far IN PERSON - 1 session(s) 
with Tina Keller 
Wednesday April 29, 11 a.m. to 12 Noon | 
Vermillion Public Library, Kozak Room 
The night sky is filled with stars that appear to be 
on a sphere surrounding us, but some are “near” 
and others are much farther away. We will explore 
how astronomers determine these distances 
starting with the nearest stars and increasing to 
those in faraway galaxies. Limit: 30 

Geology Rocks 2 IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with 
Kelly Dilliard 
Thursday, March 5, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
This presentation explores the powerful geological 
forces behind earthquakes and volcanoes. We will 
examine how the movement of tectonic plates 
drives both phenomena, why they occur in specific 
regions, and how they are scientifically monitored 
today. The presentation will reveal what happens 
beneath Earth’s surface, how seismic waves travel, 
and how magma rises to form volcanic eruptions. 
Limit: 30 

Radon Hazard in SD: What is the Risk in Your 
Home? IN PERSON - 1 session(s) with Sarah 
Chadima 
Wednesday, April 8, 1 to 2 p.m. | Vermillion Public 
Library, Kozak Room 
Radon gas is widespread across the US and is 
commonly above the EPA's recommended limit in 
households across South Dakota. Should you be 
concerned about radon in your house or your loved 
ones homes? Limit: 30 
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*Historic Layers: Alaska in the Russian Empire - 1 
session(s) with Carol Veldman Rudie 
Monday, May 11, 1:30 to 3 p.m. | Zoom 
Are Asia and America connected? This geographic 
question occupied Russian explorers, 
entrepreneurs and tsars in the 17th century. The 
answer led them to probe the American coast, to 
trade for furs, and to map the land. Alaska 
remained part of the Russian empire until it was 
sold to the US. Learn about this unique history as it 
shapes Alaskan culture to this day. Limit: 300 

Vertigo and Vestibular Issues: What Helps? ZOOM 
- 1 session(s) with Gerad Robertson 
Tuesday, March 10, 1 to 2 p.m. | Zoom 
Have you or a family member ever suffered with 
vertigo or other type of dizziness and didn't know 
what to do about it. This course will go over some 
of the most common types of vertigo and other 
types of dizziness and how they can successfully be 
treated by your local PT or medical provider. 
Limit: 300 

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia ZOOM - 
1 session(s) with Kris Ponto 
Friday, March 13, 10 to 11 a.m. | Zoom 
Alzheimer's is not normal aging. Join us to learn 
about the impact of Alzheimer's, the difference 
between Alzheimer's and dementia, Alzheimer's 
Disease stages and risk factors, current research 
and treatments available to address some 
symptoms and Alzheimer's Association resources. 
Limit: 300 

Fixing a Broken Heart: How Implantable Devices 
Treat Heart Disease ZOOM - 1 session(s) with John 
Hay 
Wednesday, April 29, 1 to 2 p.m. | Zoom 
Given that the prevalence of heart disease in the 
U.S. is 14.3% of adults aged 65–74, and 24.2% of 
adults > 75 chances are you know someone with 
heart disease. You may have heard of "stents" and 
"TAVR", what are those? This course will cover 
implantable device therapies for structural heart 
disease to address "broken hearts". Limit: 300 

Lunch and Learn: Hiding in Plain Sight: How 
Psychology Influences the Things We Use Every 
Day ZOOM - 1 session(s) with Doug Peterson 
Wednesday, May 6, Noon to 1 p.m. | Zoom 
From automobiles to smart phones, everyday items 
look and feel the way they do because of the 
psychology behind human behavior. Why are stop 
signs red? The answer has to do with psychology. 
We will explore the history and present state of 
how the world has been designed and adapted to 
account for human capabilities and limitations. 
Limit: 300 

*What Makes the Grand Canyon so "GRAND" 
ZOOM - 3 session(s) with Stephenie Slahor 
Thursday, March 5 to 19, 10 to 11:30 a.m. | Zoom 
The Grand Canyon of northern Arizona is one of 
the world's wonders. We'll explore its geology, 
archaeology, the role of the Colorado River, ancient 
and modern human history, and its wildlife. The 
course will include an update about the recent 
devastation at the North Rim from wildfire during 
the summer of 2025. Limit: 300 

*The Vanishing View: NASA, Climate Change, and 
a Mission in Jeopardy ZOOM - 1 session(s) with 
Dave Meyer 
Tuesday, March 17, 10 to 11 a.m. | Zoom 
NASA’s Mission to Planet Earth, begun in the late 
1980s, united satellites and global partners to 
study Earth as an integrated system. This vital 
research informs climate and environmental policy, 
but current funding cuts now threaten progress at 
a time when such knowledge is urgently needed. 
Limit: 300 
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K-8 Math Decoded: What Parents and 
Grandparents Need to Know ZOOM - 1 session(s) 
with Kevin Smith 
Thursday, March 26, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. | Zoom 
Do you find your grandchild's homework looks 
completely foreign? From number bonds to partial 
products, K-8 math instruction often looks 
dramatically different from the way we learned it. 
In this session, you'll learn why "new math" 
strategies are being taught in classrooms, and gain 
an understanding of the logic behind the new 
approaches and the confidence to help with 
homework. Limit: 300 

*Exploring Artemis: NASA’s Mission to the Moon 
ZOOM - 1 session(s) with Arjun Ayyangar 
Friday, April 10, 10 to 11 a.m. | Zoom 
Join us to learn about NASA’s Artemis missions and 
their goals for space exploration. This class will 
cover the program’s plans, objectives, and what it 
means for the future of human spaceflight. Limit: 
300 

Life on the Mississippi ZOOM - 1 session(s) with 
Prudence DeBates 
Monday, March 9, 10 to 11 a.m. | Zoom 
Journey down the Mississippi during the 1800's era 
of flatboats and experience the same journey today 
with author Rinker Buck (Life on the Mississippi: An 
Epic American Odyssey). Learn about the history of 
Ohio and Mississippi river travel and the perils then 
and now. May read the book but not necessary. 
Limit: 300 

INSTRUCTOR BIOS 
Nancy Adair retired after 35 years with the United 
Judicial System. Since moving to Sioux Falls in 2021, 
she has been active in OLLI and helps lead the OLLI 
Lunch Group as a social, interactive learning experience. 

Liz Almlie is a local historian who serves on the Her 
Vote. Her Voice. S.D. Women's Vote Centennial’s 
Education Committee. 

Nancy and Lee Anderson have been busy diversifying 
their farm and brewery. 

Arjun Ayyangar has been a volunteer NASA Solar 
System Ambassador since 2018 and holds a master’s 
degree in computational sciences and Robotics. He is 
currently a Systems Engineer at Lockheed Martin, Mount 
Laurel, New Jersey. 

Shelly Bayer is dedicated to fostering inclusive, 
equitable spaces, inspired by Maya Angelou’s quote: 
“Do the best you can until you know better.” 

Janet Beeman holds a BFA in Art and a master’s in 
education from USD. She taught art in Vermillion 
Schools for 15 years and OLLI for 14 years. 

Chuck Bennis had a successful career as Executive 
Director of the YMCA and now runs Bennis Art Studios 
and works in real estate investment. 

Benjamin Benson connects educators with science 
professionals, creating engaging STEM experiences that 
inspire curiosity, collaboration, and innovation in 
classrooms statewide. 

Benda Berseth is a retired teacher who enjoys staying 
active and learning new things. 

Doug Berven sits on several industry association 
boards and travels the world advocating biofuels and 
agriculture. 

Ashley Biggar is the General Manager at Dacotah Bank 
Center. 

Hannah Bortnem is the Box Office and Marketing 
Manager at Dacotah Bank Center. 

Paul Briseno prepares the budget, directs day-to-day 
operations, and serves as Brookings City Council's chief 
policy advisor. 

Janet Brubakken is a retired educator and book lover. 

Robin Buterbaugh is a graduate student at SDSU 
working with the Native Plant Initiative and is passionate 
about local food, community, and ecological landscape 
design. 

Matt Callahan is a 25-year veteran of the fire EMS 
service, spent 18 years as a paramedic, and has a 
master’s degree from USD. He is an instructor and 
educator. 
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Tim Campbell is retired; he and his wife, Monica, enjoy 
traveling and exploring different places around the world. 

Jon Carda is a 30-year law enforcement veteran, 
trained and experienced in investigations related to 
homicide and sexual assault. 

Paula Carson is a retired faculty member from SDSU 
and enjoys visiting forms of art. 

Sarah Chadima is a geologist who recently retired from 
the SD Geological Survey. She wrote a book on radon 
occurrence in South Dakota. 

Kelsey Collier-Wise is Executive Director of the United 
Way of Vermillion and a former Councilperson and 
Mayor of the City of Vermillion. 

Rebecca Connors is a transplant to South Dakota. She 
loves to travel and holds a BS in History from the 
University of Idaho. 

Prudence DeBates has taught several OLLI courses 
about travel and food. She is an avid traveler and has 
lived overseas. 

Dr. Sharon DeVaney is a Professor Emeritus from 
Purdue University and retired Editor of Family and 
Consumer Sciences Research Journal. 

Dr. Kelly Dilliard has a PhD in Geology and is currently 
teaching 9th-grade physical science in South Sioux City. 

Monica Draeger is a longtime resident of Sioux Falls. 
She is an avid reader and a volunteer at Siouxland 
Libraries. 

Michael Drake is the Police Chief of Brookings, SD. 
He's from the Hudson Valley area of New York State 
and has almost 30 years of experience in law 
enforcement. He has also been a volunteer fireman, 
EMT, and NY State Trooper. 

Jennifer Dreiske is a community-focused leader with 
over 25 years of teaching and leadership experience and 
currently serves as Chief Operations Officer. 

Nathan Edwards has been with SDSU's weather station 
network since 2012. 

Cindy Eighmy was raised in Bruce, SD, and volunteers 
for The Pink Ladies. 

Mary Enright spent her career in the financial services 
industry and has served on the OLLI Leadership 
Council. She is a member of P.E.O. and Better 
Investing. She geocaches, knits, posts shoveling reports 
on Facebook, and loves to travel. She is currently out of 
hot stock tips. 

Michele Ensz has been a State of South Dakota Park 
volunteer for 15 years, conducting educational 
programs, 

Lijuan Feng taught Tai Chi in China for three years and 
currently teaches Tai Chi at the SDSU Wellness Center. 

Shelly Fessler is the Adult Services Specialist at the 
Vermillion Public Library and enjoys connecting readers 
with their next great book. 

Amy Fill is a visual artist, founder of the Rural Cloud 
Museum, and Director of University Art Galleries at USD. 

Suzanne Fuller is a former journalist, OLLI class 
presenter, OLLI Leadership Council chair, and great-
granddaughter of Dakota Territory pioneers. 

Kevin Gansz is Curator of Education with the Siouxland 
Heritage Museums and has over 25 years of experience 
in researching and presenting the history of the Sioux 
Falls area. 

Drew Gortmaker is the Lieutenant of the Criminal 
Investigations Division at the Vermillion Police 
Department. 

Paul Godtland practiced law in Chamberlain for 45 
years. After relocating to Sioux Falls in 2021, he became 
active in OLLI and helps lead the OLLI Lunch Group, 
fostering connection and learning among members. 

Geoffrey Gray-Lobe is a Clay County Commissioner. 

Dianne Hawks lives in Aurora, is recently retired, and 
enjoys spending time with her husband, DeWayne, 
children, and grandchildren. 

Mr. John Hay worked with medical device companies 
for four decades, specializing in artificial heart valves. 

Jade Hendriks is a member of the Village Coop staff as 
a housekeeper, decorator, and occasionally holds 
crafting classes at VCSF. 

James Henning is the park manager at Good Earth 
State Park and has had a lifelong interest in mysteries 
and nature. 

Patrick Hicks is the Writer-in-Residence at Augustana 
University and has been called the "literary voice of 
South Dakota." 

Shirley Jane Hobbs has a lifelong commitment to 
transformational learning, with an MS in Counseling from 
USD, is a Certified Life Coach, and holds a PhD in 
Transformative Learning. She has taught continuing 
education to SD teachers. 
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Marnette Hofer grew up in the Freeman community with 
a deep appreciation for the stories of her ancestors. 

Joanie Holm is an RN, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, and 
one of the founders of On Call with the Prairie Doc. 

Bill Hoskins is Director of Siouxland Heritage Museums 
with an MA in History from USD and is a local historian 
interested in the American Civil War. 

Dr. E. Janet Johnson is a former SDSU professor, 
writer, and speaker who has lived in Brookings for 36 
years. 

Tina Keller is a Professor Emeritus of Physics at USD. 

Patty Lase is retired and enjoys baking, sewing, and 
spending time with her grandchildren. 

Venance Lengkeek is a Volga native, avid traveler, and 
SDSU graduate. His career was in agricultural research. 

Special Agent Mark Leusink has 24 years in law 
enforcement, currently focusing on fraud investigations 
across eastern SD. 

Rick Lingberg is a storyteller and filmmaker from Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, with over forty years of experience 
telling stories. 

Dr. Lisa Lunn is the Associate Dean and Director of the 
PPVM program at SDSU. 

Tamera Markel worked in various restaurants in 
Minnesota and Southern California. 

Sandy McFarland is an active OLLI member who 
enjoys learning, trying new activities, cookouts, and 
good company. 

Rylie McMullen is the Young Adult Program Manager at 
Pathways, working with 18–24-year-olds experiencing 
homelessness. She holds a bachelor’s degree in social 
work. 

Dave Meyer is the retired head of the NASA Goddard 
Earth Science and Information Services Center and 
holds a PhD in Atmospheric Science from the University 
of Michigan. 

Courtney Middendorff is a community educator for the 
Alzheimer's Association and has had a personal 
connection to Alzheimer’s disease. 

Nathan Moe has been a Collegiate Strength & 
Conditioning Coach for over 20 years. 
Cody Molnar is a Horticulture Field Specialist with 
SDSU Extension. 

Michael Mullin is a Professor of History at Augustana 
University and currently serves as the University’s Chair 
of Regional Heritage. 

Allison Naber is an occupational therapist and USD 
faculty member with personal and professional 
experience with Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia. 

Stephanie Nefas is a PhD candidate in the Biology 
Department at USD, holding an MS in Wildlife and a BS 
in Conservation/Ecology. 

Mayor Oepke "Ope" Niemeyer has over 40 years of 
experience running a small business and enjoys 
volunteering. 

Sue Nipe holds an MA in Speech Communication from 
SDSU and a JD from William Mitchell College of Law. 
She taught middle school English and college speech 
courses and continues to judge high school debate 
tournaments. 

Ranelle Nissen is an occupational therapist and USD 
faculty member with personal and professional 
experience with Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia. 

Ryan Oines is the Chief Operating Officer of the USD 
Discovery District. 

Twyla Olson is the Director of Content and Assistant 
General Manager of SDPB. 

Emily Oyos is the Outreach and Donor Coordinator at 
Friends of the Big Sioux River, a water advocacy 
nonprofit. 

Xavier Pastrano is an artist, educator, musician, and 
published poet residing in Sioux Falls. 

Jay Perry is USD's Vice President responsible for the 
operations of the USD - Sioux Falls campus. 

Theresa Peters Buell is a retired nurse, educator, and 
consultant. She taught mindfulness parenting for 12+ 
years and is passionate about family, empowering 
women and youth, travel, and nature. 

Kris Ponto is a retired nurse with personal and 
professional experience working with individuals living 
with Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia. 

Doug Raynie is a retired Chemistry Professor at SDSU 
and an expert in green chemistry. 

Prof. Carissa Regnerus has taught at USD in Dental 
Hygiene since 2001 and serves as the course leader in 
Nutrition. 

Marcella Remund is a retired USD English instructor of 
Irish/Eastern European descent, author of two poetry 








