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1. Is this a graduate-level certificate or undergraduate-level certificate (place an “X” in the
appropriate box)?
Undergraduate Certificate ☒

Graduate Certificate ☒

2. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed certificate?
The University of South Dakota seeks approval to create a certificate in Arts in Health. In
this certificate program students will learn about basic and advanced healthcare concepts,
and how the fine arts can crossover to help develop patient care tools to assist medical
professionals in patient treatment. Students will learn about the principles behind arts in
health work, various cultures and how they may perceive fine arts as a healthcare tool, and
ethical standards of artistic practices used in this field. Students will also gain hands-on
experience regarding appropriate use of fine arts approaches and participate in an internship
to apply acquired knowledge to real world healthcare arenas. This certificate will add an
additional element to a student’s related degree program, and benefit them by broadening
their scope of study and potential interdisciplinary work reaching across colleges and schools
at USD. Undergraduate students will develop to be practitioners for Arts in Health sites, and
graduate students will develop to be coordinators/leaders for Arts in Health sites. The four
new classes that are part of this certificate program are unique in the regental system and are
needed to educate certificate students about the Arts in Health profession, and the safe and
ethical use of fine arts as tools in patient care. Students in this program will be engaged in
project-based learning models and contextualization as they approach healthcare topics in
classes, and those modules will be valuable resources once out in the field.
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Increasing numbers of clinicians and other professionals from the medical community are
working side by side with arts professionals in both healthcare and community settings, and
around the world the arts are emerging as an important and integral component of healthcare.
In two recent surveys, nearly half of the healthcare institutions in the United States reported
having arts in healthcare programming. The majority of these programs are in hospitals, with
smaller percentages reported in long term care and hospice/palliative care organizations. The
three most common types of arts programming are permanent display of art, performances
in public spaces, and bedside activities. Research demonstrates the benefits of the arts in
healthcare in hospitals, nursing homes, senior centers, hospices, and other locations within
the community. Arts in healthcare programs and creative arts therapies have been applied to
a vast array of health issues—from post-traumatic stress disorder to autism, mental health,
chronic illnesses, Alzheimer’s and dementia, neurological disorders and brain injuries,
premature infants, and physical disabilities—to improve patients’ overall health outcomes,
treatment compliance, and quality of life.1

3. Provide a justification for the certificate program, including the potential benefits to
students and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential.2
This certificate will provide interested students with the knowledge and skills to be active
participants in Arts in Health work within a healthcare system. Within South Dakota, Avera
Hospital in Sioux Falls, Sanford Health in Sioux Falls, Sanford Vermillion Medical Center,
and the Sioux Falls Veterans Hospital utilize concepts related to Arts in Health. This
certificate program is a next step in connecting with these major hospitals as they continue
to move forward in their Arts in Health programs. The certificate program will also help
develop connections to the broader national work being done in Arts in Health.
The College of Fine Arts seeks to join with many others around the country and with
colleagues at USD to bring forward the Arts in Health program. Nationally, Arts in Health
as a field of study and work has been active since the founding of the Society of Healthcare
Arts Administrators (SoHAA) in 1990.3 Karen Pence, wife of Vice President-Elect Mike
Pence, is an advocate for the use of the fine arts in health care.4 In 2016 the National
Conference of Mayors passed a resolution titled Funding Arts and Healing Therapy Across
the Military Continuum.5
The benefit to our students in offering this certificate program will be found as they settle
into a community after graduation. As a person with fine arts abilities, they will create music,
visual art, and/or be a part of theatre within that community. Having this certificate and
experience that flows with the certificate will also allow them to be an active member of the
community in its outreach to a broad range of people to engage them in the fine arts in
1

State of the Field Report: Arts in Healthcare / 2009; a post-symposium and update report from a conference held
in 2003 hosted by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Society for the Arts in Healthcare.
http://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/pdf/get_involved/advocacy/research/2014/arts_in_healthcare.p
df
2
For workforce related information, please provide data and examples; data sources may include but are not limited
to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Regental system dashboards, etc.
3
https://www1074.ssldomain.com/thesah/template/index.cfm
4
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/indiana-lady-karen-pence-champion-healing-power-arts/story?id=41152258
5
http://www.usmayors.org/resolutions/84th_Conference/displayresolution.asp?resid=a0F61000003rirNEAQ
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healthcare. Not all people will become fine arts professionals. This certificate program
allows all interested students to broaden their employment opportunities within arts fields
and to use their passion for the fine arts to assist in the healthcare area. The College of Fine
Arts graduates many visual, dramatic, and musical artists that may find their calling by using
their fine arts talents in patient care. Additional student and faculty benefits to be found are
in the potential neurological research that may emanate from USD by offering this program.6
The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) does not collect data on art therapists. Instead, BLS
estimates include this occupation among “therapists, all other,” of which 11,770 were
employed in May 2014 with a median annual wage of $55,900.7 The federal government
does not track arts therapy, music therapy, or theatre/drama therapy separately from the
general therapy areas.8 The American Art Therapy Association has about 5,000 members
in the United States, and its 2013 survey found that most of these art therapists have an annual
salary of between $30,000 and $80,000.9
4. Who is the intended audience for the certificate program (including but not limited to the
majors/degree programs from which students are expected)?
Majors in the College of Fine Arts (Art, Music, and Theatre), School of Health Sciences
(Nursing, Addiction Studies, Social Work), School of Education (Counseling and
Psychology), and College of Arts and Science (Psychology) are the potential student areas
that would have interest in this certificate. With regards to the Health Sciences programs,
this certificate will be stackable for students in that school, and will be beneficial to those
students interested in interdisciplinary approaches to healthcare.
5. List the courses required for completion of the certificate in the table below (if any new
courses are proposed for the certificate, please attach the new course requests to this
form):10
Prefix

Number

Course Title

Credit
New
Hours
(yes, no)
ART
410/510 Arts in Health
3
Yes
ART
415/515 Populations, Multiculturalism, and Ethics
3
Yes
ART
420/520 Materials Use and Safety
3
Yes
ART
425/525 Arts in Health Internship
3
Yes
Subtotal
12
While these are all new courses, 2 of these courses have been offered on-campus as an experimental/
topic courses. There is interest from existing students to gain this expertise. The rigor, sophistication
and expectation in the graduate section of the course will differ from the undergraduate section. A
graduate course will have a greater proportion of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.
6

https://www.arts.gov/accessibility/accessibility-resources/leadership-initiatives/arts-healthcare/arts-endowmentissues-3
7

http://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2015/youre-a-what/art-therapist.htm
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes291129.htm#nat
9
http://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2015/youre-a-what/art-therapist.htm.
10
Regental system certificate programs typically are a subset of the curriculum offered in degree programs, include
existing courses, and involve 9-12 credits for completion. Deviations from these guidelines require justification and
approval.
8
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6. Student Outcome and Demonstration of Individual Achievement.11
A. What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, will all
students demonstrate before graduation? The knowledge and competencies should be
specific to the program and not routinely expected of all university graduates.
i. Demonstrate proficiency in understanding Arts In Health Practitioner’s scope of
practice within the creative therapies fields
ii. Demonstrate critical thinking skills regarding multiple perspectives and approaches
to creative engagement sessions.
iii. Demonstrate knowledge of appropriate ethical boundaries and practices
iv. Understand terminology applied to creative therapies and arts in health practices
v. Demonstrate flexibility in thinking and processes in arts in health practice.
vi. Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively as a practitioner, colleague, and
presenter.
vii. Produce a professional level of writing in relation to communication of ideas and
grant proposals.
B. Complete Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form. Outcomes discussed below
should be the same as those in Appendix A.
See Appendix A.
7. On-line and Off-campus Delivery. 12
A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver
the entire certificate at any off-campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital University
Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or seeks authorization to deliver
the entire certificate through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)?
Yes/No
Off-campus

Distance Delivery

If Yes, list location(s), including the physical
address

Intended
Start Date

No
Yes/No
No

If Yes, identify delivery methods

Intended Start Date

B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver
more than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning (e.g., as
an on-line program)?
Yes/No
If Yes, identify delivery methods
No
Distance Delivery
Delivery Method (if applicable)

Intended Start Date

Board Policy 2:23 requires certificate programs to “have specifically defined student learning outcomes.”
The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a
university to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery.
11
12
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Appendix A
Prefix &
Number

Prefix &
Number

Prefix &
Number

Prefix &
Number

ART 410/510

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

ART 425/525

ART 410/510

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

ART 425/525

Demonstrate knowledge of appropriate
ethical boundaries and practices

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

ART 425/525

Understand terminology applied to
creative therapies and arts in health
practices

ART 410/510

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

Demonstrate flexibility in thinking and
processes in arts in health practice.

ART 410/510

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

ART 425/525

Demonstrate the ability to communicate
effectively as a practitioner, colleague,
and presenter.

ART 410/510

ART 415/515

ART 420/520

ART 425/525

Produce a professional level of writing
in relation to communication of ideas
and grant proposals.

ART 415/515

ART 425/525

Individual Student Outcome
Demonstrate proficiency in
understanding Arts In Health
Practitioner’s scope of practice within
the creative therapies fields
Demonstrate critical thinking skills
regarding multiple perspectives and
approaches to creative engagement
sessions.

Expand the table as necessary to include all student outcomes. Outcomes in this table are to be the same ones
identified in the text.
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