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Earth Day 2014
will feature Frances
Moore Lappé
Frances Moore Lappé, the author of the 3-million
copy Diet for a Small Planet, will be coming to USD
for Earth Day. Lappé is the author of 18 books including her most recent book EcoMind: Changing the Way
We Think to Create the World We Want. Jane Goodall
said “EcoMind will open your eyes and change your
thinking. I want everyone to read it.” Lappé is the
cofounder of three non-profit organizations including the Small Planet Institute, which is a collaborative
network for research and population education seeking
to bring democracy to life. She has received numerous
honors including the Right Livelihood Award (considered an “Alternative Nobel”), 18 honorary doctorates,
the James Beard Foundation Humanitarian of the Year
Award, and the International Studies Association’s
Outstanding Public Scholar Award. She is a frequent
contributor to television, print, internet, and radio media including The Today Show, National Public Radio,
the British Broadcasting Company, the Huffington Post,
the New York Times, Harper’s, The Nation, People, and
Alternet.

Frances Moore Lappé

Lappé will give a free, public lecture followed by a
book signing on Tuesday, 22 April 2014 at 7pm in the
ballroom of the Muenster University Center titled “The
World We Want.” Her talk will include information
from EcoMind and World Hunger: Twelve Myths, which
she is currently rewriting for a third edition and will be
available soon.

IN THIS ISSUE
Additional Sustainability Series Events

2

Sustainability Student Organization Forms

3

Students Attend National
Power Shift Conference
Students Work to Improve
Sustainability Program Communications

Sustainability Faculty Spotlight
Dr. Paul Formisano

4

3

Three USD Representatives Attend
Sustainability Conference

5

4

Vermillion and USD Join to Host
The Art of Sutainability

6

Additional Sustainability Series Events
Marine Conservation Lecture & Mini-Film Festival
The Sustainability Program and Department of Biology
will be co-sponsoring two marine conservation events
in February. On Monday, February 10 at 3:30pm in
Farber Hall, Dr. Paul Barber, associate professor in the
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at
the University of California – Los Angeles, will be giving a lecture titled “Advancing marine conservation in
the Amazon of the Ocean.” Dr. Barber has been studying the conservation and genetic diversity of marine
organisms in the Coral Triangle, Indonesia – the global
epicenter for marine biodiversity – for over ten years.
On Tuesday, February 11 at 7pm in Farber Hall, we
will be hosting a Beneath the Waves mini-film festival.
The festival will feature eleven short documentaries
addressing a range of marine conservation issues including overfishing of many marine species, protecting
coral and oyster reefs, the plight of threatened species
such as right wales and sharks, and the impact of ecosystem decline on societies dependent on the abundance of the ocean. The goal of the Beneath the Waves
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film festivals is to raise public awareness about ocean
conservation and to promote literacy about marine science through inspiring and engaging short films.

Biofuels and Biofortification
Dr. Richard Sayre, the Director of Biofuels Project and
Senior Research Scientist at the New Mexico Consortium and Los Alamos National Laboratory, will be giving two public lectures in March. On Monday, March
24 at 3:30pm in 207 Beacom Hall, Dr. Sayre will give
a lecture titled “Biofortification of cassava for Africa”
discussing his team’s research improving the protein
content and iron bioavailability in cassava as part of
the Bio Cassava Plus program through the Grand
Challenge in Global Health Program of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.
On Tuesday, March 25 at 7pm in Farber Hall, Dr. Sayre
will give a lecture framed for a broad audience titled
“Next generation biofuels from algae.” His team is
internationally known for their research improving
algae as a bioenergy feedstock including developing

Dr. Richard Sayre

transgenic microalgae with increased photosynthetic
efficiency and enhanced oil production and exploring
novel oil extraction technologies that reduce biofuel
production costs.
2

Sustainability Student Organization Forms

By Morgan Appley and Emily Roberson

Students of University of South Dakota’s new Sustainability Program observed that a student lead sustainability organization would be greatly beneficial
to our campus. This fall, Emily Roberson and Morgan Appley founded USD’s Sustainability Club and have begun
building a solid foundation from
which to address our community
campus’s environmental needs.
The club is working to increase
knowledge of the Sustainability
major as well as the new student
organization, encouraging participation and club
membership from the student body. One of the first
goals of the Sustainability Club is to collect information about facilities management and learn ways in
which the University has already taken steps toward
becoming more sustainable, as well as explore ways
in which the University may wish to improve.

Additionally, the club has formed committees which
will address important issues on and off campus including waste reduction, fundraising and outreach,
and the upcoming Earth Day Celebration.
The Sustainability Club looks
forward to increasing its presence on campus at the start of
next semester, kick starting a
new campaign called “Know the
Facts, Join the Club” to promote
awareness about ways in which
students can be more sustainable in their everyday
lives. The club hopes to build a strong relationship
between the University faculty and students and the
Vermillion community, recognizing that a sustainable town utilizes all available resources.
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Students Attend Power Shift Conference

By Emily Roberson
Three undergraduate students, Emily Roberson (Sustainability and Anthropology), Kristi Blackler (Political Science and International Studies), and Joey Sevin
(Contemporary Media and Journalism) – traveled to
Pittsburgh, PA from October 18th to 21st to attend the
annual Power Shift conference put on by the Energy
Action Coalition. The goal of the conference was to
empower student leaders to take action against climate
change and environmental injustices in their communities. As one of the speakers, Ta’Kaiya Blaney from
the Sliammon First Nation, stated “We are the generation now. You have a voice: use it. You have a gift:
share it.”
In addition to educating the attendees about environmental and social issues, a major focus of the conference was on providing attendees practical information on how to effect social change at multiple spatial
and temporal scales. Some of the sessions Roberson,
Blackler, and Sevin attended were “Food and communities: studies in local empowerment,” “The palm oil
carbon bomb: building national power to save international rainforest and the climate,” “Zero waste for

zero warming,” and “Reclaiming the UN climate talks.”
Blacker was also able to go on a trip to a hydraulic
fracturing site in Pennsylvania and meet some community members who were negatively impacted by
the fracking. Roberson said “I am excited to bring the
things that I learned at Power Shift back to the Sustainability Club. We have so much to learn from other
students and leaders, and all of them were so excited
to share their knowledge and ideas. It was very inspiring.”
Funding for the students to attend the conference was
made possible by the College of Arts and Sciences Opportunity Fund and the Sustainability Program.
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Students Work to Improve Sustainability
Program Communications

By Shelby Huber and Emily Roberson

Sustainability is a new major at
USD, and even nationally there
are only about a dozen colleges
and universities with an undergraduate degree in sustainability (although many schools
have more focused degrees
such as sustainable agriculture).
Therefore, a challenge for our
Sustainability Program is to
Emily Roberson
increase awareness about what
sustainability is, about the existence of our major and
minor, and about what someone could do with a Sustainability degree. Beginning in the fall, two students,
Emily Roberson (Sustainability and Anthropology)
and Shelby Huber (Contemporary Media and Journalism), have been addressing these challenges. Roberson
is working with the program through an internship,
and Huber is a Technology Fellow through the Center
for Teaching and Learning.

each of their unique skill sets. Roberson has more
in-depth knowledge about what sustainability is, and
Huber has greater knowledge about how to package and present information to different groups and
greater expertise using website and design software.
Over the course of the semester, Roberson and Huber
have worked together to create a video and a PowerPoint presentation that describe what sustainability is
to a broad audience; to create and manage a social media space through which students, faculty, and staff can
discuss sustainability-related issues on Facebook (Sustainability at USD); to
develop promotional
materials for recruiting
high school students
and current, undecided USD students; to
develop promotional
materials for the Sustainability Club; and to
develop and distribute
flyers for Sustainability
Series events.
Shelby Huber

Roberson and Huber have worked as a team to improve communications about the Sustainability Program to current and prospective students by utilizing

Sustainability Faculty Spotlight
Dr. Paul Formisano
By Meghann Jarchow
Dr. Paul Formisano is beginning his forth semester at USD as an Assistant Professor and the Director of Writing in the English Department. Prior to arriving in Vermillion, Dr. Formisano attended the University of New
Mexico where he completed his PhD in American literature. His experiences there, and the years growing up in
Colorado and throughout the Intermountain West, solidified his interests in environmental writing and Western American literature. In particular, his research focuses on the intersections between literature, rhetoric, and
western water and land use. Dr. Formisano’s current projects on the literature of the Colorado River watershed
and early twentieth-century California authors explore the historical struggles over water development and the
perspectives which offer alternative approaches to using this finite resource.
Continued...
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...Continued

Currently, Dr. Formisano is developing an advanced
writing course for spring 2015 on water in the West,
which will combine traditional classroom instruction
and a field component in the Four Corners region.
Students will analyze representative documents and
literary works from the area, explore its fascinating
landscapes, and meet with various stakeholders to better understand water’s role in shaping the history and
culture of this unique place. Dr. Formisano looks forward to future opportunities in working with students
in the Sustainability Program, sharing with them the
important role the humanities can play in addressing
existing environmental challenges.
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Three USD Representatives Attend
Sustainability Conference

By Meghann Jarchow and Lindsay Marlow

The Upper Midwest Association for Campus Sustainability (UMACS) is a regional, sustainability organization
whose focus is to allow faculty, staff, and students from around the Midwest to network, share information, cooperate on research, and learn from one another regarding incorporating sustainability into colleges and universities. One of the major events that UMACS hosts is a bi-annual conference on sustainability, which occurred in
November at Luther College in Decorah, IA; the theme of the 2013 conference was Celebrating Success, Building
Communities, and Taking Action.
USD representatives Dr. Meghann Jarchow (Sustainability Program Coordinator), Lindsay Marlow (Science
Librarian), and Emily Roberson (Sustainability Student) attended the conference which offered a wealth of opportunities to learn firsthand what is being done at
colleges and universities in our region to address sustainability. Sustainable practices weren’t limited to sessions. The accomplishments of Luther College were on
display by way of their solar array, wind turbine, and
meals with ingredients from local farms. Participants
had a chance to take tours that provided details about
current projects related to sustainable energy, local
foods, and land stewardship. Sessions and workshops
covered a myriad of topics ranging from the process of
creating a composting program using food waste from
the dining hall to a session by Jarchow discussing the
development of our own Sustainability Program. A
poster session allowed conference goers to network,
Luther College located in Decorah, IA
ask questions, and learn about student and faculty
sustainability projects. Keynote speakers John Farrell, Dr. Jacqueline Johnson, and Chad Pregracke energized everyone in attendance with tales of their successes. The UMACS conference provided its USD cohort ample food
for thought and showed that campuses in the Upper Midwest can walk the walk of sustainability.
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Vermillion and USD Join to Host
The Art of Sustainability

By Morgan Appley
cal artist Austin Rasby showcased his upcycled lamps,
re-usable tote bags were sold, local musicians Pics,
Bows, y Amigos played music, and a delicious potluck
meal was served. Several local businesses sponsored
the event by offering raffle prize donations and all
proceeds went to support the Vermillion Area Arts
Council.

Citizens of Vermillion walked, rode their bikes or
carpooled to the second annual Art of Sustainability
Harvest Festival this past October. A collaboration
between the Vermillion Area Arts Council, Vermillion
Area Farmer’s Market, Vermillion Community Garden, and USD’s Sustainability Program brought people
together to celebrate the arts, harvest, and sustainability in our vibrant community. The event featured
several speakers focusing on topics from public art
projects and composting to physical and mental health
and how these issues relate to sustainability. Additionally, pumpkins were provided for children to paint, lo-

The Art of Sustainability is intended to showcase
sustainably minded individuals and actions within the
Vermillion community. Upon hearing the word “sustainable” many people think of windmills and ethanol,
they think of large and often unattainable changes
which need to take place in order for a community to
become sustainable. In reality, sustainability lies at the
very roots of every community: a town would not be
sustainable without a strong local economy, dependable local food sources, artists, students, scholars,
and consumers. This event is meant to show the ways
in which every community member can, and does,
contribute to the sustainability of Vermillion. We are
so fortunate to have so many resources at our disposal, from valuable non-profits and supportive local
businesses to the University of South Dakota and its
treasured student population. When various groups in
Vermillion work together, we can easily see the ways in
which we are all helping to sustain our community.
With the partnership of various groups in Vermillion,
we can hope that the Art of Sustainability will continue
to grow and thrive. We look forward to hearing new
speakers with different views of sustainability, new artists with different visions, and new students with growing motivation and concern for their community.

Follow us on Twitter
@USDGreenteam

SUSTAINABILITY LISTSERV
If you would like to receive updates about the
Sustainability Program, please sign up for the Sustainability listserv. Through the listserv, we send
out information about upcoming events and other
information related to the Sustainability Program.
Please e-mail Meghann.Jarchow@usd.edu to be
added to the listserv.

Like us on Facebook
Sustainability at USD
This document is available in alternative formats upon request. For
assistance, call Disability Services at USD at 605-677-6389 or email
disabilityservices@usd.edu.
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